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The Arabic Critical Term between Lexical Meaning and
Modern Concept

Ra’ed W. Jaradat, Arabic Department, Technical University of Tafila, Tafila,
Jordan.

Abstract

The study aims at examining some modern literary and critical concepts most
frequently used in ancient as well as modern literary and critical domains, trying to
connect their old denotation with that of the contemporary. Moreover, the study traces
these concepts’ semantic development and the extent to which their connotations in old
as well as new critical studies are related and overlapped. Finally, the study attempts to
associate these concepts prevalent in heritage sources with Western critical concepts.
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The Role of the "Speaker' in the Stages of '"The
"Emergence and Growth of Arabic Grammar

(A study in the light of some modern perspectives)

Fares A. Alsoud and Faisal 1. Safa, Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aims at illustrating the role of the "speaker" in the Arabic Grammatical
Heritage in its two stages: "emergence" and "development". This is due to the intensive
care given by "discourse studies" to both the "speaker" and the "addressee" in the verbal
situation. That given intensive care was strong enough to encourage a lot of those who
are interested in ancient Arabic linguistics to examine the ancient grammatical studies.
This study was concerned with highlighting the concepts which governed the way of
analysis followed in those studies. The results were impressive regarding the "speaker",
and also were refuting one of the most important accusations, which says that Arabic
Grammar was fond of formality in studying speech, and in standardizing its
constructional rules.

Keywords: Role, speaker, Arabic Grammar, Emergence Stage, Development, Modern

Perspectives.
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The Effect of Iranian Regimes on Persian Language and its
Vocabulary

Mazen Al-Noaime, Researcher, Jordan.

Enas Shdaifat, Department of Semitic and Oriental Languages, Yarmouk
University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study tackles some of the most important historical stages of Persian language
under the dominance of regimes that governed Iran during different periods from the
past to the present. Also, the study addresses how the nature of the regime and its
political orientation have influenced the Persian language, its vocabulary, grammar,
syntax, morphology, and literature. The study deals with the ancient Persian language
(Pastan), which was used before the Islamic conquest and then the middle Persian
(Miyan) which was used till the Arabs and Muslims invaded the Persian Empire, and the
modern Persian language (the contemporary Persian language.

The study provides different examples, indications and models showing the
influence of the ruling regime on the Persian language in its different historical stages.
Also, the research demonstrates the different languages that affected Persian such as
Arabic, Turkish, French and the languages of the neighboring or foreign countries. The
study includes Persian prose texts from the above-mentioned periods that reflect the
influence of the regimes on the language by borrowing foreign words. Moreover, the
study showsthe delay in the codification of the Persian language and its dictionary which

opens the doors widely for all these forces to influence the Persian language.
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Spatial Economic Behavior of the Owners of Commercial
Stores and their Impact on the Commercial Areas in Irbid
City

Omar M. Aldayafleh, Department of Geography, Yarmouk University, Irbid,
Jordan.

Walaa Bani Younis, [rbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The study aims to identify the spatial economic behavior of the owners of
commercial establishments in Irbid city and how it contributes to the development of the
commerical stores in Irbid in the light of their response of various socio-economic
changes the city witnessed. The study is based on a behavioral and analytical descriptive
approach, and it designed questionnaire distributed to (142) owners (salespeople) to
study the spatial effects of choosing the locations of economic activities and knowing the
socio-economic characteristics. Moreover, the study uses the evolutionary approach to
identify the stages and locations of emergence and development of commercial areas.
The study has found that there is disagreement and difference in the traders’ opinions
towards the effects of site selection and importance. It was found that the choice of the
commerical project site is one of the most important decisions that the owner might take
as the failure or success of the project depends on the site location. That is why site
location should be carefully selected and based on commercial, scientific, and economic
considerations. Hence, the commercial site has its own advantages and disadvantages. It
has been found that the less significant advantage of the site selection decision was the
availability of the the comparative advantage of employment. Accordingly, the study
recommends further studies that explain the behavior of traders and salespeople of which
one can make use of when taking decisions concerning commercial planning. Also, the
study recommends establishing attractive economic zones that contribute to the
development of Irbid, espcially in the areas that lack economic activities, so the whole
region becomes more equally developed.

Keywords: Location Economic behavior, triad firms, Commercial areas, Economic

Geography, irbid city.
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The Center and Margin in the Sa’alik Poetry in the Pre-
Islamic Era in the Light of Cultural Semiotics

Zahi Najeeb Salami and Yousef Abuaddous, Arabic Language Department,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The critical study views the center and the margin dialectic as an important
matter to understand the literary text, taking into consideration the suitability of
this duality to study most of literary texts. The research attempts to introspect the
Sa’alik poetry in the pre-Islamic era through the view of cultural semiotics, with
the help of the dual center and the margin as a part of such semiotics.The
research is based on two aspects: the first investigates the appearance of the term
“Center and Margin” and its indication in the literary and critical domains, and
the existing dialectic in the terminological understanding. The second induces
the semiotic “center and margin” in Sa’alik poetry in pre-Islam and its
implications in this duality. The poetic model of the research is restricted to the
poetry of: aS-Sanfara and ‘Urawa bin il-Ward and ‘Amr bin Barraga. The
research supposes that there are cultural semiotics that distinguish the poetry of
these poets, which will explain central aspects of its contents. The old text is
viewed through the modern critical lens, away from just displaying the literal
indications of the text, to go beyond the cultural indications that distinguish this
collection of texts.

Keywords: Center and margin, Sa’alik poets, the pre-islamic era, cultural
semiotics.
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Ottoman Coins in the Jerusalem District in the Tenth
Century AH /16" Century AD
921-1111 AH/ 1516-1700 AD

Zuhear Ghanaiem and Othman Al-Taal, Department of History, Faculty of
Arts, Al-Quds University, Jerusalem, Palestine.

Abstract

The paper deals with the Ottoman coins that were traded in Jerusalem Brigade in
the 11th century AH / AD 16th century. This money was based on three types: the gold
coin, which is called the Sultany and the silver coins which containes the Ugja, Barra,
the silver Sulaimany coins, Dirham, Qurush which containes Al-Qurush Al-'Adaidiyay
w Al-Qurush Al-Asadiyah.

Keywords. Al-Sultand, Al-Uqgja, Al-Barra, Al-Dirahm, Al-Qirsh.
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The Economic Life of Jews in the City of Jerusalem in the
Light of Records of the Sharia Court
Register No. (397) Date (1319-1324AH / 1901-1906AD)
Agencies as a Model

Hanan Malkawi, History Department, The University of Jordan, Amman,
Jordan.

Abstract

This study sheds light on an important aspect of the Jewish life in the city of
Jerusalem, which is the agencies. These agencies are to give the authorization of a
specific person to act on the property of the client as agreed between the parties,
so as to determine the nature of the powers to which the agent is entitled to act.
This study focuses on the arguments of the agencies listed in record no. 397, one
of the records of the Shari'a Court of Jerusalem during the period (1321 H / 1904-
1322 AH / 1905), which gives a picture of Jewish property both in Jerusalem and
abroad. The study also attempts to identify the residency of the clients and to
show how the contracts of their agencies were documented either in the city of
Jerusalem or outside the city of Jerusalem.
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Between Arabic and Hebrew: Language Choices for Iraqi-
Jewish writers after their immigration to Israel

Mahmoud Amarat, Dept. of Semitic and Oriental Languages, Yarmouk
University, Jordan.

Mohammad Nusairat, Dept. of Semitic and Oriental Languages, Yarmouk
University, Jordan.

Abstract

Since its inception, the Israeli society has been a strange and heterogenous mixture
of immigrants from different countries. The Iraqi-Jewish stratum is among the main
social strata of the society. It has included a considerable number of fiction writers and
poets facing serious issues after their immigration to Isracl. Among these issues are
attempts to marginalize and wipe out Arabic from Jewish literature. Hence, these
attempts force many writers to abandon writing in Arabic and replacing it with Hebrew.
It is noticeable, however, that even after the transfer of those writers and poets to write in
Hebrew, the spirit of Arabic and its culture remain present in their literary production.
This study comes to discuss the fiction writers’ and poets’ suffering to choose a
mediation between Arabic and Hebrew while writing their literature. The study also
examines those who have continued to write in Arabic and those who have used Hebrew
to write their literary texts. Moreover, it attempts to study the barriers some have met in
their choice of the language and the justifications proposed by others who have opted for
Hebrew in their literary production.

Keywords: Iraqi-Jewish; immigration; "Israel"; Language; literary writing.
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Motherland is out of place
A Study of Said’s Autobiography

Ahlam Masad, Languages Center, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

Based on analyzing the images and conceptions perceived in Edward Said's Out of
Place, this paper attempts to explore the reasons why Said does not attach himself to a
specific place of identity or to a nostalgic restored place described as the lost place.
These reasons are a unique layout Said portrayed to deal with the place. They also show
an intense paradox of the image represented in various cultural classical literature
tackling the relationship between man in exile, place, and motherland. Thus, Said
presented a new image of his relationship with place in line with the different spatial
frameworks he lived in, with all its cultural and social components. Yet, he lacked, in
these different places, the familiarity, identity and security. These feelings and emotions
made him aware that he is always displaced or in the wrong place and pushed him to
seek salvation while, simultaneously, enabling him to free himself from the past. He also
presents an alternative thought to the phenomenon of connection to one's motherland.
This alternative notion in finding home out of place, a placeless home, is the main
component that encompasses his vision of academic knowledge.

Kaywords: Edward Said, motherlad, identity, nostalgia, the place.
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Conclusion

To conclude, throughout the novel, Morrison describes the hardships and
challenges of Black female characters. Her novel explores a world dominated by
a complicated system of race, class and sexual oppression which is seen as a
threat to black women and their survival. Despite these challenges, in presenting
the characters of Claudia and her sister Freida, Morrison provides an example of
surviving black women who overcome the obstacles imposed by the superior
blacks, whites and the society at large. Where on one hand the sisterly bond
between Claudia and Freida empowers them to fight racial abuse, on the other
hand Pecola’s alienation from family and community results in her psychic
fragmentation altogether. Unlike Pecola and Pauline, Claudia and Freida manage
to preserve their original identities, not allowing the western ideals of beauty
dictate their values. Pauline and Pecola both reject their blackness and with it
their true identities. Pauline succeeds in finding her identity as a servant in a
white family by blindly accepting western values, whereas Pecola goes insane
because she demands a real change of her appearance as a proof of her beauty.
However, in process, all the female characters lose something — Claudia and
Freida lose their innocence. Even though they fight against the stereotype of
white beauty, they experience disillusionment when they fail to save Pecola.
Pauline loses her black self since she exchanges the life in the community she
belongs to for the illusion of belonging to the white people’s world. Pecola loses
the most — her sanity.
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a white girl. In one of Maureen’s attacks, she says to Pecola “I am cute! And you
ugly! Black and ugly black e mos. I am cute” (Morrison 71). In this encounter
“Black” is identified with “Ugly” even within the African American community
and Pecola is made aware that she is ugly because she is dark black. Such
incidents reveal that Pecola is a victim of a racist and unjust society that has
forced her to worship an alien culture and manufactured images, and to reject
her self and identity. Moreover, Pecola is a victim of poverty and deprivation.
Her family participates in her tragedy because they have not supported her. On
the contrary, Pecola has inherited loss of self-worth from her parents. Therefore,
Pecola becomes a catalyst of abuse and violence that both society and family
inflicts upon.

While Pecola, her mother, Geraldine and Maureen Peal endorse the white
cultural ideology of beauty, Claudia MacTeer, the leading narrator of the novel,
rejects such an ideology that defines her as inferior. Through the character of
Claudia, Morrison is representing a female African American who fights the
dominant white beauty standards. Actually, Claudia questions black women’s
desire to have white culture qualities, like fair skin or blue eyes. On the contrary,
Claudia feels “comfortable in her skin,” and knows that “the thing to fear was
the Thing that made her beautiful, and not us” (Morrison 32). This “thing” is the
constructed racism permeating every level of society in America and judging
people on the basis of their skin colour. Thus this “thing” was also the dominant
culture’s standard of beauty that had nothing to do with “blackness”.

Unlike Pecola, Claudia resists the manufactured images of white beauty and
rejects the worship of blue-eyed dolls. She wonders why children seem to want
them, and why adults think that blue-eyed dolls are the perfect gift. (Morrison
17-18). Claudia’s only reason to have dolls is to dismember them in order to find
the source of beauty or “to understand the rationale for standards that insist on
white physical superiority” (Awkward 59). In doing so, Claudia is
deconstructing the notion of Western beauty. Instead of having blue-eyed dolls,
she longs to spend Christmas Eve at Big Mama’s warm kitchen while listening
to stories and African American music (Morrison 21). In her essay on The Bluest
Eye, Cat Moses writes that ‘African American oral traditions are [embodied] in
the three whores’ speech, song, and laughter, and in Claudia’s aesthetic and her
narrative voice’ (624). Moses goes further and suggests that the connection to
African culture contributes to the characterization of Claudia, provides her an
authoritative voice, and assists her to gain independence of societies’ values.
Therefore, this connection to tradition through storytelling and music is vital to
the survival of the MacTeer sisters (629). Moreover, the lack of connection to
heritage is also one of the main reasons leading to the down-fall of Pecola.
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words, Geraldine and Maureen Peel are “colored people” but they are extremely
different from “niggers,” who according to Geraldine’s caste system, “were
casily identifiable”. While “[c]olored people were neat and quite; niggers were
dirty and loud” (Morrison 85). She did her best so that her son would belong to
the former group. Therefore, Louis Junior “wore white shirts and blue trousers;
his hair was cut as close to his scalp as possible to avoid any suggestion of wool,
the part was etched into his hair by the barber, In winter his mother put Jergens
Lotion on his face to keep the skin from becoming ashen” (Morrison 85). These
measures taken by Geraldine exposes her denial of her blackness and the
blackness of her son. She tries to suppress the blackness of her son through
cutting his hair and keeping his skin soft to fit into white society. The division
that she establishes between “colored people” and “niggers” is her way to find a
place in the white society and detach herself from her black culture which is not
acceptable by white standards.

Pecola represents all that Geraldine despises and avoids at the same time.
Invited by Louise Junior, Pecola finds herself at Geraldine’s house. Once inside,
Louise Junior tortures Pecola by throwing a black cat in her face. The cat,
instead, misses Pecola, hits the wall and lies dead. As Geraldine enters the house
and sees Pecola, Louise Junior accuses Pecola of killing the cat. The mother of
course sides with her own son and asks Pecola to leave the house and never
comes back. Although Geraldine and her son intensify the tragedy of Pecola, but
they, too, are victims of an ideology that permeates white culture standards.
Morrison again exposes how African Americans are trapped in the vicious circle
of suffering. Through the characters of the novel, Morrison clearly establishes
that white aesthetic and white prejudice have manipulated the minds of blacks
leading them to self-contempt because they can not meet the white standards.
Instead of directing their frustration to the white culture that has continuously
abused them, physically, mentally and psychologically, blacks have rejected
themselves, their race and culture. In other words, the roots of the blacks’ self-
hatred and contempt to each other are endorsed within white hegemony.

In addition, Maureen Peal is another female character in the novel
contributing to the down-fall of Pecola. She is described as the “yellow dream
gir with brown hair,” who is stylish and rich and enchanting “the entire school”
including teachers and male/female students: “When teachers called on her, they
smiled encouragingly. Black boys didn‘t trip her in the walls white boys didn‘t
stone; white girls didn‘t suck their teeth when she was assigned to be their work
partners (Morrison 48). The fact that Maureen is whiter than other black children
makes her superior as she attracts the the attention of her teaches and classmates.
Her endorsement of white aesthetics gives her the right to classify Pecola as
“ugly” and herself as “cute” since she has a light skin and could be mistaken for
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She looks up at him and sees the vacuum where curiosity ought to lodge.
And something more. The total absence of human recognition — the glazed
separateness. She does not know what keeps his glance suspended. Perhaps
because he is grown, a man, and she a little girl. But she has seen interest,
disgust, even anger in grown male eyes. Yet this vacuum is not new to her. It has
an edge; somewhere in the bottom lid is distaste. She has seen it lurking in the
eyes of all white people. So. The distaste must be for her, her blackness. All
things in her are flux and anticipation. But her blackness that accounts for, that
creates, the vacuum edged with distaste in white eyes. (Morrison 46-47)

Pecola here thinks that the ‘vacuum’ in the shopkeeper’s eyes which she has
seen often in white people is created by her blackness and ugliness.

In the face of her invisibility, she is deprived of a sense of worth and
becomes nothing. Like Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man, her ‘ugly’ black skin
hinders any acknowledgment of the child within. Actually, Yacobowski is very
rude to her, and hesitates to touch Pecola’s little hand to get the money she is
paying for the candy. As she leaves the store, feeling ashamed, Pecola
contemplates Mary Jane, a picture of a little blond girl with blue eyes on the
wrapper of the candy. Rejected by the store owner, Pecola swallows the
sweetness of candy with the mixed emotions of love, hate, pain, and anger. By
eating Mary Jane candies, she identifies herself with Mary Jane and becomes
Mary Jane in her fantasy: “To eat the candy is somehow to eat the eyes, eat
Mary Jane. Love Mary Jane. Be Mary Jane” (Morrison 48). In Pecola’s
adolescent mind, attaching herself with objects that embodies the idea of beauty
like the cup of Shirley Temple and the candy of Mary Jane would make her
beautiful. As Singh comments Pecola’s attachment with blue eyes “disturbs her
ability to perceive and comprehend reality. It becomes an obsession with her and
results in hallucination” (Singh 42). Morrison here exposes a social situation so
distorted by the myth of whiteness that it produces in Pecola an obsession of the
manufactured image of white.

While Pauline and Pecola are situated on the lowest level of the hierarchy of
beauty, Geraldine and, the light-skinned, Maureen Peal rank high. They are not
beautiful in terms of their physics but because they devote themselves to the art
and manner of eliminating funkiness. The omniscient narrator gives an account
of Geraldine that she is one of those girls who are interested in getting rid of
“funkiness”. In the same section of the novel, “Funkiness” is to involve in
passion, nature and a wide range of emotions (Morrison §3). It can be seen when
women laugh loudly, enunciate roundly, gesture generously, sway while
walking, have thick lips and curly hair. As can be deducted, “Funkiness” is
related to African American image and characteristics. Through presenting her
example, Morrison presents the blacks’ caste system among themselves. In other
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a lot darker than most black people, which is the main reason that she is
ridiculed). Doris Witt highlights a crucial crisis in the life of a dark skinned
woman. She argues that “the excess of the dark black woman allows her to be
both invisible and visible in both normative white culture and black
communities” (qtd in Fleetwood 90). For dark-skinned women to be invisible in
this trope is to isolate herself from both “normative” cultures and to fantasize
about acquiring characteristics found in the hegemonic culture (blond-
straightened hair, blue eyes, fair skin). But to visible, this means a dark skinned
woman will be subjected to neglect, despise, and exploitation in both cultures. In
Pecola’s case, having a dark skin arouses in her the obsessive desire for blue
eyes to be as beautiful and accepted as white people. This obsession might
transfer her from being invisible to being accepted not only visible. The story
begins with Claudia who gives a voice for Pecola. Throughout the novel,
Pecola’s voice is never heard because, as Morrison explains, Pecola is subjected
to a series of rejection starting from her indifferent mother and abusive father, to
her classmates and teachers at school and other adults (Morrison viii). As a
result, Pecola has no personality and no perspective to speak from. Towards the
end of the novel, however, Pecola is raped by her father, loses the baby she was
carrying, driven into madness, and she is finally conversing with an imaginary
friend. At this point Pecola’s voice is heard. When she is reduced to madness,
she has two voices, her own voice and that of her double (Suranyi 15). The lives
of Claudia and her sister Frieda witness a dramatic change when Pecola comes
to live with them. While Pecola’s presence is unexpected, the MacTeer girls
bond with Pecola during her stay. Each night, Pecola eagerly prays for “blue
eyes, sky-blue eyes” (Morrison 23), thinking that if she looked different — pretty
— perhaps everything would be better. She does not want any shade of blue, but
the bluest eye in order to overcome this battle of self-hatred. Morrison here
exposes the influence of the myth of whiteness which produces an obsession in
an eleven-year-old girl. This is clear in Pecola’s worship of the manufactured
blue-eyed beauty symbol named Shirley Temple. Every night, Pecola would
drink milk in the Shirley Temple cup praying for blue eyes. In this sense, Pecola
becomes a victim of an alien but powerful culture that has forced its
manufactured images.

Throughout the novel, Pecola encounters racism, not only from white
people, but also from her own race. In their eyes she is too dark, and the
darkness of her skin makes her ugly and inferior to every one. There are many
incidents in the novel that lead Pecola into feelings of isolation and pain because
of her physical appearance. For example, her encounter with Mr. Yacobowski, a
white immigrant shopkeeper, makes her feel that for many people she does not
really exist; that she is invisible:
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Morrison, in this section, objectifies the white supremacy that Pauline
coddles and pampers while hitting and slapping her own flesh and blood.
Morrison, very clearly, depicts Pauline’s craving for white standards and
rejecting her role as a mother and a housewife. Winnie Tomm notes that “black
women contend with racism in regard to the dominant culture and sexism with
regard to both the dominant culture and their own Black culture” (156). Black
women struggle against oppression but they might end up being a victim of the
cultural dominance in an attempt to define and reconstruct their individuality.
Patricia Hill Collins, on the other hand, identifies “ideological domination” as
one of the dimensions that structure Black women’s oppression. She states that
one of the dilemmas that hinder some Black women from resisting ideological
domination is when “Black women developed public masks of conformity to the
dominant White culture” and defined their inner-selves accordingly (qtd in
Tomm 156). This is clearly depicted in Pauline who surrenders to the cultural
dominance. Consequently, the tragedy does not lie in Pauline’s character, but in
the racist, white culture she has internalized. This same culture has affirmed
ideal white standards and white looks, and has rejected and degraded anything
opposite to it, anything black. The ideal standards she embraces can only be
accepted and acted upon as she rejects and negates herself and her black culture.

Instead of trying to help her daughter break out of the tradition of blindly
accepting white hegemonic ideals and colorism among black community,
Pauline becomes a role model for Pecola. Before Pecola’s birth, Pauline would
talk to Pecola in the womb and begins establishing bonds as expected of a
mother. Yet, Pauline dismisses Pecola as she sees her because she is ugly. In her
voice, Pauline explains: “But I knowed she was ugly. Head full of pretty hair,
but Lord she was ugly” (Morrison 124). Pauline is the first to judge her daughter
and label her as ugly. According to Nicole R. Fleetwood, “the dark-skinned
black woman is often burdened with the dual role of being the most despised
subject of colorism and its most vociferous enforcer” (89). Dark-skinned women
suffer not only in the hegemonic culture but also in their own colored
community. Pecola, a dark-skinned girl, is deprived of her mother’s love and
affection. Pauline, on the other hand, who experiences self-hatred fantasizes of
having a mullatta child but instead she gives birth to a dark-skinned girl.
Therefore, she cannot take her role as a loving and nurturing mother because of
her internalized oppression on the one hand, and the ideological domination on
the other. Instead Pauline will nurture “into her daughter [...] a fear of growing
up, fear of other people, fear of life” (Morrison 126). This explains Pecola’s
inner weakness and desire to dissolve into nothingness.

Pecola’s self-perception is constructed by external forces. She surmises that
the reason she is despised and ridiculed is that she is black. (actually, her skin is
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with her black culture and her role as a domestic mother and a wife. Yolanda
Webb argues that “the media teaches black people to hate themselves and as a
result they start to deal with internalized oppression. Internalized oppression is
often released on other blacks instead of the oppressors and part of the
oppressors is the media” (134).

Thus when Pauline compares her life to pampered white and black women
in the north, and when comparing Cholly to men who are able to provide for
their families, she experiences self-hate and feels disconsolate. Later in the
novel, Pauline decides to re-invent herself through incarnating the media images
she has been addicted to watching for a long time now. This could be achieved
at the Fishers, the white family whom she works at:

She looked at their houses, smelled their linen, touched their silk draperies,
and loved all of it. The child’s pink nightie, the stacks of white pillow slips
edged with embroidery, the sheets with top hems picked out with blue
cornflowers. She became what is known as an ideal servant, for such a role filled
practically all her needs [...] Soon she stopped trying to keep her own house
[...] More and more she neglected her house, her children, her man — they were
like the after thoughts one has just before sleep. (Morrison 125)

Escaping blackness and associating with white dominant culture through
playing the role of the ‘model servant’ for an ideal white family satisfies Pauline
and enables her to get some level of self-respect. She takes orders from the
family and is honored by what she sees as their validation in her existence,
although in reality it is not validation of her person, but her role as their servant.

One day, while waiting for Pauline to get the laundry at the Fisher’s house,
Pecola, accompanied by the MacTeers girls, accidentally knocks off a pan of her
mother’s blueberry cobbler. The mother becomes more concerned with the floor
and the little blue eyed white girl although Pecola is the one who has been
burned by the falling cobbler. Instead of attending her injured daughter, Pauline
runs to comfort the horrified little white girl promising to make a new pie for
her:

In one gallop she was on Pecola, and with the back of her hand knocked her
to the floor. Pecola slid in the pie juice, one leg folding under her. Mrs.
Breedlove pulled her up by the arm, slapped her again, and in a voice thin with
anger, abused Pecola directly and Freida and me by implication. “Crazy fool ...
my floor, mess ... look what you ... work ... get on out ... now that ... crazy
...my floor, my floor ... my floor.” Her words were hotter and darker than the
smoking berries, and we back away in dread. The little girl in pink started to cry.
Mrs. Breedlove turned to her. “Hush, baby, hush. Come here. Oh, Lord, look at
your dress. Don’t cry no more. Polly will change it.” (Morrison 86-87)
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a monologue of Pecola and her imaginary friend after the latter descends into
madness. These fragmented voices weave the events that shape Pecola’s life and
require a careful reading to put together the pieces of the story depending on the
different perspectives presented.

Pauline’s loss of identity is caused by ignoring her reality and living in a
world that exists only in her fantasies. Although her story is not the focus of the
novel, it is important to discuss first because it explains the background of both
characters’ loss of identity. Pauline’s obsession with the white culture standards
of beauty does not start from an early age as she was raised in Alabama and has
spent her teenage years in Kentucky where she was surrounded by her family,
listened to African American songs, and was happily accepting her community
and culture. Pauline’s dilemma begins with her disfigured foot which makes
notice physical differences between people. Although she faces many obstacles
throughout her life, she always blames her lack of fulfilment on the foot because
“[t]he easiest thing to do would be to build a case of her foot” (Morrison 108).
Cholly Breedlove is the first to recognize her and her foot as beautiful: “Instead
of ignoring her infirmity, pretending it was not there, he made it seem like
something special and endearing” (Morrison 114). At the beginning of their
relationship, the couple are happy and in love. Everything dramatically changes
as Pauline and Cholly move to Ohio. There, Pauline has problems in adapting
and she misses her earlier life back in the south. In her words, Pauline expresses
that “[n]orthern colored folks was different too [...] No better than whites for
meanness. They could make you feel just as no-count” (Morrison 115). Actually,
black women will make fun of how she does not straighten her hair and of the
way she talks. Therefore, Pauline, starts buying new clothes and changing the
way she talks while fights rage between the married couple over money.

At that point, her marriage is not a happy one anymore since Cholly is now
spending his money on alcohol. To escape her frustration, Pauline starts
watching movies in the theatre where she feels accepted,

The onliest time I be happy seem like was when I was in the picture show.
Every time I got, I went. I’d go early, before the show started. They’d cut off the
lights, and everything be black. Then the screen would light up, and I’d move
right on in them pictures [...] Them pictures gave me a lot of pleasure, but it
made coming home hard and looking at Cholly hard. I’ member one time I went
to see Clark Gable and Jean Harlow. I fixed my hair up like I’d seen hers on a
magazine. A part on the side, with one little curl on my forehead. It looked just
like her. (Morrison 121)

In the theatre, Pauline is mesmerized by the glamour and fantasies of the
ideal white world manufactured in movies; she gradually becomes dissatisfied
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The Bluest Eye is Morrison’s first novel published in 1970. In the novel,
Morrison attempts to depict what it is to grow up black and female in America in
the 1930s and 1940s. Also central to Morrison’s novel is the question of beauty
standards and how the dominant culture uses the concept of beauty to dominate
over disenfranchised groups. In other words, the novel is not only about a black
girl who is being continuously rejected in her community for her ugliness, but
also it is about a girl who internalizes this rejection and accepts it “as legitimate,
as self-evident” (Morrison vii).

Purpose of the Study

A number of critics have argued that The Bluest Eye addresses the issue of
identity crisis in relation with beauty scale. Aoi Mori, for example, sates that
Toni Morrison presents “the detrimental effects of the way white culture
prevents African-American girls from developing their own Identity” (30). Mori
continues by suggesting that dominant societies exploit the media to “keep the
oppressed immobilized and to eliminate any attempt by any individual in the
marginal groups to retrieve their identity and autonomy” (35). Actually, the
majority of the black female characters in the novel are absorbed and
marginalized by the “cultural icons portraying beauty: movies, billboards,
magazines, books, newspaper, window signs, dolls and drinking cups” (Gibson
20). Philip Page, furthermore, attributes the identity crisis not only to the media,
but also to the city life following the immigration of black people to the north:
“In the South, Cholly and Pauline both have stable identities with connections to
an African-American community, connections that they lose in the North” (51).
The argument in this paper focuses on two points: first of all, Pauline and
Pecola’s self-loathing is established as a result of the standards imposed on them
by a group that they are not even allowed to be part of. Their ugliness, reinforced
by what they are told, what they see, and what they read, cannot be dismissed
because others will keep reminding them of it. Second, Although Pauline and
Pecola are being taunted by a culture that (persists on ostracizing them) they are
not allowed to be part of, they do not attempt to resist it. Instead, they surrender
to the ideals of that culture until they finally lose their identity.

Discussion

The novel is set during the Great Depression in a steel-mill town in the
1940s. In those days, many migrated in search of jobs and the characters of the
novel came to Lorain, Ohio, for better living. The events are not presented
chronologically; instead, they are linked by fragmented narrative voices: Claudia
MacTeer the little girl, Claudia MacTeer the adult, and an omniscient narrator.
The latter narrates the stories of the Breedlove family and the community around
them. There is also Pauline’s first-person narration and, by the end, a dialogue or
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Abstract

The history of African-American is a record of struggle for the right of existence
and acknowledgement. An integral part of that struggle is the enforcement of the values
and standards of the dominant ideals of white culture that made it impossible for
African-Americans to hold on their identity. In The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison focuses
on the difficulties, facing women, in obtaining identity and self esteem in a society
dominated by white ethnocentrism. This paper aims at displaying the hardships and
challenges of Black female characters in a world dominated by a complicated system of
race, class and sex oppression which is seen as a threat to black women and their
survival.

Keywords: African-American Literature, cultural ideals, identity, internalized racism,
white ethnocentrism.

Introduction

In the foreword to the 1999 Vintage edition of The Bluest Eye, Tony
Morrison recollects a conversation she had with a former classmate at an
elementary school who was genuinely yearning for blue eyes. Her classmate’s
wish for physical transformation troubles Morrison, she states, “Implicit in her
desire [for blue eyes] was racial self-loathing. And twenty years later I was still
wondering about how one learns that. Who told her? Who made her feel that it
was better to be a freak than what she was? Who had looked at her and found her
so wanting, so small a weight on the beauty scale?”” Morrison’s search to answer
these questions is behind the writing of The Bluest Eye which shows that African
American women, young and old, are motivated by self-loathing, leading to their
loss of identity. Pauline and Pecola Breedlove exemplify the injustice exercised
on the blacks by whites’ ethnocentrism.
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3- See Edward Said’s Culture and Imperialism, where he defines “contrapuntal reading”
as “reading a text with an understanding of what is involved when an author shows
... that a colonial sugar plantation is seen as important to the process of maintaining
a particular style of life in England” (261).

4- For more details on the religious discourse in Jane Eyre, please see Barbara Hardy’s
The Appropriate Form: An Essay on the Novel and Thomas Vargish’s The
providential Aesthetic in Victorian Fiction. For more information on Colonial
discourse in Jane Eyre, please see Firdouz Azim’s The Colonial Rise of the Novel
and Susan Meyer’s Imperialism at Home: Race and Victorian Women’s Fiction.

5- Here, see Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed in which he explains the
relationship between the oppressors and the oppressed and how “the oppressed
want at any cost to resemble the oppressors, to imitate them, to follow them” (62).

5. Here see Karl Marx’s book, Critique of Hegel's ‘Philosophy of Right’ in which Marx
criticizes institutionalized religion as an illusion whose objective is to provide
justifications and reasons to keep society satisfied with their lot. He refers to this
kind of religion as “the opium of the people” (131).

7- Albert Memmi’s The Colonizer and the Colonized is important to understand colonial
discourse used in Jane Eyre. Moreover, Memmi refers to the colonizer who accepts
colonial discourse as ‘“colonialist” who asserts his/her cultural superiority,
legitimacy, and validity. So here, St. John and Jane can be described as “the
colonizers who accept” to use Memmi’s term.
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Note

1- For more information on various readings of the novel (from a Marxist and Feminist
perspective), please see Terry Eagleton, Myths of Power: A Marxist Study of the
Brontés (1975) in which he reads Jane Eyre as a conservative text ending and
Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer
and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination (1979). Carol Ohmann and Igor
Web, on the other hand, engage with issue of gender and class rampant in the novel.

2- The prevailing attitude in England at that time was that expansion of England all over
the world was “good” for everybody. England was believed that it had an obligation
to “enlighten” and “civilize” the “savage and the less civilized.” Institutionalized
religion was used to prove that the English had a divine mission as a “chosen
people.”
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4. Conclusion

Even though Brian Wilks, a Bronté scholar, reads Jane Eyre as a story that
“adds weight to the argument that all people, however humble their origins, have
rights,” (2016, p. 299), I demonstrated that Jane’s ambivalence proved that the
novel didn’t promote equal rights for all people. Following Edward Said’s
argument that “literature and culture” are never “politically” or “historically
innocent,” (Orientalism 1978, 27), I critically read Jane Eyre as a contaminated

character, shaped by her own imperial culture back in the 19th century. Jane
Eyre, an influential Victorian novel, tackles the idea of institutionalized religion
and, at one point, challenges religious authority represented by those in power.
Jane Eyre as the protagonist of the novel challenges and criticizes
institutionalized religion since it is employed and manipulated to oppress and
domesticate people, especially women. Jane is able to challenge and criticize all
characters, whether domesticating figures or domesticated ones, who employ
religion as a tool of oppression and domestication. In this regard, she criticizes
Miss Abbot and Mr. Brocklehurst who use religion to support social oppression
practiced on Jane by Mrs. Reed. Also, Mr. Brocklehurst’s hypocrisy is a target
of criticism since he does not do what he preaches. Moreover, Jane criticizes
Helen for internalizing the oppressive ideologies represented by institutionalized
religion. In fact, Helen herself becomes a tool of institutionalized religion and
hence a tool of oppression. The last figure who is criticized for using religion to
domesticate Jane is St. John. In fact, St. John goes too far when he appoints
himself as God since he claims that if Jane refuses to marry him, she refuses
God Himself. St. John is criticized for employing religious discourse to
domesticate Jane; however, Jane keeps silent when St. John uses religious
discourse to invade, colonize, and oppress other people and other nations.
Similarly, Jane praises him, and she is sure that he will be rewarded in heaven
for his missionary work since it is God’s mission. Ambivalence lies in the fact
that the religious discourse Jane criticizes throughout the novel is celebrated at
the end of the novel. In fact, Jane is able to resist and challenge one aspect of
repressive institutionalized religion, but she completely ignores or fails to resist
and challenge the other aspect of repressive institutionalized religion which
justifies invading and colonizing other people and other nations. Also, she
utterly adopts and even celebrates the prevailing attitudes in Great Britain during
the early and late nineteenth century, when people believed that Great Britain
had an obligation to “civilize” and “enlighten” the “savage and less civilized”
people. Thus, Jane’s ambivalence demonstrates that Jane cannot avoid the logic
of Empire.
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acceptance of her uncle’s fortune originating in the West Indies, “a colony
whose economy was . . . based on slave labor” (Roy, 1989, p.723).

Not only does Jane approve St. John’s imperialist project, but she also
applauds his imperialist project and ambition. In her essay, “Three Women’s
Texts and a Critique of Imperialism,” Gayatri Spivak asserts that “[t]he
concluding passage of Jane Eyre places St. John Rivers within the fold of
Pilgrim’s Progress” (1985, p.249). Moreover, one can say that the last part of
the novel is dedicated to praising St. John’s imperialist ambitions and to
mourning his “heroic” death. The last part establishes that Jane Eyre is an
imperialist text and Jane as an ambivalent character:

Firm, faithful, and devoted, full of energy, and zeal, and truth, he labours for
his race; he clears their painful way to improvement; he hews down like a
giant the prejudices of creed and caste that encumber it. He may be stern; he
may be exacting; he may be ambitious yet; but his is the sternness of the
warrior Great heart, who guards his pilgrim convoy from the onslaught of
Apollyon. His is the exaction of the apostle, who speaks but for Christ,
when he says, ‘Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow me.” His is the ambition of the high master-
spirit, which aims to fill a place in the first rank of those who are redeemed
from the earth — who stand without fault before the throne of God, who
share the last mighty victories of the Lamb, who are called, and chosen, and
faithful. (1847, pp. 520-21)

This long quote is full of Biblical allusions that emphasize the religious sacrifice
St. John did in going to India as a missionary. Furthermore, the quote
demonstrates how Jane is ambivalent since it is the same religious discourse,
employed to oppress and domesticate women, that she is critical of throughout
the novel. Moreover, Jane criticizes religious discourse when it is employed to
assert self-denial; however, she herself promotes this doctrine here in this
passage. Also, Jane seems to make St. John a Christ or a martyr who sacrifices
himself for the improvement of others’ lives. Later, Jane is sure that St. John will
be rewarded in heaven since he dies for God’s mission. Again, this is a clear
example that Jane seems to be part of the colonial project dominating Great

Britain back in the 19t century.
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For the evening reading before prayers, he selected the twenty-first chapter
of Revelation. It was at all times pleasant to listen while from his lips fell
the words of the Bible: never did his fine voice sound at once so sweet and
full — never did his manner become so impressive in its noble simplicity, as
when he delivered the oracles of God: and to-night that voice took a more
solemn tone — that manner a more thrilling meaning — as he sat in the midst
of his household circle . . . . (1847, p.480)

All these quotes show that St. John has a great influence on Jane who almost
becomes his disciple in his missionary ambitions. Bronté depicts St. John in a
way that he seems an ideal, loyal and dedicated Christian except for his
patriarchalism.

Jane almost becomes his disciple because she buys into his imperialist and
missionary goals and ambitions. First, Jane asserts that St. John “is right to
choose a missionary’s career” (1847, p.454) even though earlier in the novel St.
John announces his missionary ambitions and goals: “‘my vocation? My great
work? ... My hopes of being numbered in the band who have merged all
ambitions in the glorious one of bettering their race — of carrying knowledge into
the realms of ignorance — of substituting peace for war, freedom for bondage,
religion for superstition, the hope of heaven for the fear of hell?”” (1847, p.431).
She never objects to such discourse; on the contrary, she agrees with him to the
extent that she blesses his work and accepts to join him in his missionary
enterprise. When he tells her that he is going to India as a missionary, she says
“‘God will protect you; for you have undertaken His work” (1847, p.463 my
emphasis). Here, Jane approves and applauds St. John’s missionary work which
includes colonizing and hegemonizing another culture because, as she claims, it
is God’s work. Not only does she applaud his missionary work, but she also
agrees to accompany him to India to be a missionary. She tells him: “‘I am ready
to go to India, if [ may go free’” (1847, p.467). In other words, she accepts to be
his “fellow-missionary” and hence she accepts the whole religious discourse he
uses to justify his missionary project. Moreover, Jane never objects to or even
comments on St. John’s reference to India as a place of “ignorance” and
“superstition” (1847, p.431) and his reference to Indians as “savage tribes”
(1847, p.470). All these examples show that Jane never even thinks that what St.
John thinks of and plans for is something that has to do with colonizing and
oppressing other people and another nation; on the contrary, she feels that what
is thinking of and planning for is a divine mission sealed, approved and blessed
by God. This makes her an ambivalent figure who denounces religious discourse
employed to domesticate and oppress women while at the same time she
approves the same discourse employed to colonize and oppress other people and
another culture. The idea that she approves imperialist goals is enhanced by her
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is not feminine. When Jane gets so angry and tells him that she cannot marry
him “‘because [he] did not love [her]’” and “‘if [she] were to marry [him], [he]
would kill [her],”” he accuses her of being “‘violent, unfeminine, and untrue’”
and her violent words “‘betray an unfortunate state of mind: they merit severe
reproof: they would seem inexcusable, but that it is the duty of man to forgive
his fellow even until seventy-and-seven times’” (1847, p.475). What Jane does
to be reproved for is that she challenges the patriarchal authority and she is
accused of being unfeminine for doing that. Finally, St. John considers Jane a
tool rather than a partner. Jane tells her cousin, Diana, that St. John’s “‘idea in
proposing to [her] is to procure a fitting fellow-laborer in his Indian toils,”” and
thus she wonders how she could “be chained to a man who regarded one but as a
useful tool” (1847, pp.478-479). Finally, Jane refuses what Wollstonecraft called
“legal prostitution” since she feels that she would be a tool and a slave rather
than a wife and a partner.

3.2. Applauding Repressive Institutionalized Religion: Ambivalent
Attitudes

Even though Jane criticizes St. John for his patriarchalism and his religious
discourse that is used to domesticate her, she not only keeps silent when St. John
uses the same discourse to colonize another nation, India, but she also approves
and welcomes this kind of discourse. Criticizing institutionalized religion used
as a domesticating tool while applauding religious discourse used to colonize
another nation makes Jane ambivalent. In this regard, Parama Roy asserts that
Bronté and Jane denounce “patriarchalism at home,” but “they most heartily
applaud patriarchalism abroad, in the shape of religious and political empire-
building” (1989, p.723). One can say that they not only “applaud patriarchalism”
but they also approve imperialism and Eurocentricism; in other words, they buy
into the logic of imperialism that is a civilizing mission rather than a colonizing,
dominating one.’

St. John is depicted in a way that he seems to be a good and benevolent man
with a minor fault that Jane criticizes. Except for this fault — being a patriarchal,
hard and cold man — St. John is like an angelic figure. He is ready to give up his
life to help the poor and sick wherever they are (1847, pp.455-56). Moreover, St.
John has a great influence on Jane to the extent that she is about to marry him
against her will. Jane says, “he acquired a certain influence over me that took
away my liberty of mind .... I fell under a freezing spell. When he said ‘go,’ 1
went; ‘come,’ [ came; ‘do this,” I did it” (1847, p.459). Later, she admits that “‘I
can do what he wants me to do: I am forced to see and acknowledge that’”
(1847, p.466). Furthermore, Jane is so impressed by some of his evening
readings from the Bible. In this regard, Jane says:
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love, he gets angry and tells her: ““God and nature intended you for a
missionary’s wife ... A missionary’s wife you must — shall be. You shall be
mine: I claim you — not for my pleasure, but for my Sovereign’s service’” (1847,
p.464). Jane agrees to go to India as his sister or as a free missionary, but not as
his wife. He refuses this idea and insists on marrying her. He even goes too far
when he tells her that if she refuses to marry him, she refuses and denies God.
He tells Jane: “‘[r]efuse to be my wife, and you limit yourself for ever to a track
of selfish ease and barren obscurity. Tremble lest in that case you should be
numbered with those who have denied the faith, and are worse than infidels’”
(1847, p.471). Then, he uses threatening and frightening images of hell by
referring to certain Biblical texts when he does some evening reading before
prayers with Jane and his sisters. He says: “‘[h]e that overcometh shall inherit all
things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But ... the fearful, the
unbelieving ... shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death’” (1847, p.480). The last two quotes are
important since they show how St. John uses religious allusions and religious
discourse to frighten and domesticate Jane. Moreover, the second quote
resonates Miss Abbot’s and Mr. Brocklehurst’s religious discourse about hell,
which is used to domesticate little Jane. Now, St. John’s religious discourse is
used to domesticate adult Jane. Furthermore, the former quote demonstrates his
pompous nature even though he claims that he is humble. That is to say, he
associates himself with God and he even implies that he is equal to God,
especially when he states that if Jane denies him, she denies God. Moreover, he
pompously claims Jane’s refusal to marry him means denying faith and hence
being an infidel.

In fact, Jane criticizes St. John for using religious discourse to domesticate
her. Jane always complains that St. John makes her restless and uncomfortable,
especially when she is happy. She once tells him that ““you are almost wicked to
talk so. I am disposed to be as content as a queen, and you try to stir me up to
restlessness’ (1847, p.451). Moreover, Jane refuses his religious discourse
when he uses it to convince her to marry him. She states that “‘I could decide if I
were but certain ... were I but convinced that it is God’s will I should marry you,
I could vow to marry you here and now ...” (1847, p.482). This indicates that she
does not believe in what he tells her that it is God’s will that she should marry
him. Furthermore, Jane realizes that St. John would not be a good husband for he
is so “hard and cold.” She says, “he would hardly make a good husband: that it
would be a trying thing to be his wife” (1847, p.453). In fact, the more she talks
with him, the more she feels that she “abandons” or gives up herself (1847,
pp.460, 466). Also, Jane criticizes him for his patriarchalism. That is to say, he
believes that a woman should be docile, subservient, and tamed; otherwise, she
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struck at without a reason, we should strike back again very hard; I am sure
we should — so hard as to teach the person who struck us never to do it
again. (1847, p.68)

However, Helen resorts to religious discourse to justify her passive meekness.
Helen refers to another “state” after death where people find peace and comfort.
This is the ideology that Marxists® critique most: religious discourse programs
the poor in a way that they believe that if they remain non-violent and obedient
to authority, God will reward them in heaven. Also, Mary Wollstonecraft (1792)
critiques women who “boast of submitting to the Will of God blindly” (1792,
p.228). This is the result of the institutionalized religion practiced by Mr.
Brocklehurst and his people: creating passive meekness and hence domesticated
figures, who later become domesticating ones.

The last figure that Jane criticizes for using religious discourse in
domesticating women is St. John Rivers. Unlike Mr. Brocklehurst, St. John is
represented in a way that he seems to be honest, ambitious, and dedicated.
However, like Mr. Brocklehurst, St. John uses religion and religious discourse to
domesticate Jane in a way the she must denounce domestic life, give up her
emotions, and fulfill her religious duties: getting married to him and being a wife
of missionary. His discourse and his behavior make Jane restless and unstable.
For example, as Jane is so delighted because Christmas is approaching and she
has relatives now, St. John tries to spoil her excitement. He tells Jane that “this
world is not the scene of fruition; do not attempt to make it so: not of rest; do not
turn slothful” (1847, p.451). When Jane wonders why he tries to make her
restless, he resorts to religious discourse to justify what he is saying and doing:

‘To the end of turning to profit the talents which God has committed to your
keeping; and of which He will surely one day demand a strict account. Jane,
I shall watch you closely and anxiously — I warn you of that. And try to
restrain the disproportionate fervour with which you throw yourself into
commonplace home pleasures. Don’t cling to tenaciously to ties of the
flesh; save your constancy and ardour for an adequate cause; forbear to
waste them on trite transient objects. Do you hear, Jane?’ (1847, p.451).

It is as if St. John wanted to resonate Mr. Brocklehurst’s statement, “my mission
is to mortify the lusts of the flesh,” to assert that a body should be punished to
save the soul. Here one can conclude that both St. John and Mr. Brocklehurst use
religious discourse to perpetuate subservience, submission, and conformity.

Moreover, using religious discourse, St. John orders Jane to give up her
emotions and fulfill her religious duties. St. John asks Jane to go to India with
him and to be his wife. When Jane refuses to be his wife since they are not in
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that curse you; do good to them that hate you and despitefully use you.’
(1847, p.69)

This passage echoes Mr. Brocklehurst’s discourse in a way that Helen’s and Mr.
Brocklehurst’s discourse emphasizes submission, subservience, domestication,
and self-denial. Moreover, Helen becomes an instrument of a such oppressive
ideology that, in fact, oppresses and domesticates her. Here, Helen achieves
what Mr. Brocklehurst and those who are in power aim at: keeping the poor
satisfied with their lot, keeping those in power in power, and not questioning
authority. In this regard, Mary Wollstonecraft states that “with respect to
religion, she [any woman] never presumed to judge for herself; but conformed,
as a dependent creature should, to the ceremonies of the church which she was
brought up in, piously believing that wiser heads than her own have settled that
business: - and not to doubt is her point of perfection” (1792, p.65).

In fact, the narrative serves to criticize Helen’s internalization of oppressive
religious discourse. First, once Helen is punished by Miss Scatcherd because her
nails are dirty, she never defends herself, believing that authority should not be
questioned and challenged. Jane questions Helen’s silence and wonders “[w]hy
... does she not explain that she could neither clean her nails nor wash her face,
as the water was frozen?” (1847, p.64). However, Helen never questions
authority, and even worse, not only does she admit that she is wrong and Miss
Scatcherd is right, but she also justifies oppression in one way or another.
Second, both Jane and Helen live in a place where rage, disobedience and
resistance are the only result of brutal treatment and bitter conditions. That is to
say, Lowood school, where orphaned girls study, is like a bleak prison, full of
disease, punishment, toughness, torture, hunger and pain. In fact, the school is a
physical as well as a psychological punishment for girls. Physical punishment
lies in a lack of sufficient clothing, covers, and boots for the girls, the “scanty
supply of food” (1847, p.71), and “walk[ing] “two miles to Brocklebridge
Church” in the cold weather (1847, p.72). Psychological punishment lies in the
toughness and strictness of the school regulations, rules, and tasks. Jane says
“[t]he fear of failure in these points harassed me worse than the physical
hardships of my lot. . .” (1847, p.71).

How one can be silent and non-violent in such a place is a question Jane
tries to pose. Moreover, Jane tells Helen:

[Y]ou are good to those who are good to you. It is all I ever desire to be. If
people were kind and obedient to those who are cruel and unjust, the wicked
people would have it all their own way; they would never feel afraid, and so
they would never alter, but would grow worse and worse. When we are
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criticism. Although Jane “[sees] the power of love and forgiveness from ...
Helen Burns” (Zeng, 2014, p.7), who “provides Jane with decisive guidance and
affirmation” (Nestor 2008, p. 44), Jane criticizes her friend’s docility and
submission. First, Helen is a domesticated figure who internalizes the oppressive
ideologies of those who are in power, especially Mr. Brocklehurst and Miss
Scatcherd. Helen is well programmed in a way that she passively and patiently
endures the cruel treatment of her teachers and accepts suffering as something
normal or as if it were a God’s decision. For example, Miss Scatcherd always
treats Helen as an object and severely punishes her physically and verbally. Even
though Helen answers all questions Miss Scatcherd asks, Miss Scatcherd,
instead, severely hectors and berates Helen: “[y]ou dirty, disagreeable girl! you
have never cleaned your nails this morning” (1847, p.64). Then, Miss Scatcherd
physically punishes Helen: “the teacher instantly and sharply inflicted on her
neck a dozen strokes with the bunch of twigs” (1847, p.65). In both cases, Helen
never objects to a such brutal treatment, thinking, or programmed to think, that
she follows God’s orders.

Why Helen does not object to such brutality and cruelty is due to
institutionalized religion that programs her in a way that she believes that if she
objects to such brutality she goes against God and His will. Helen tells Jane that
if one objects to punishment, “Mr. Brocklehurst would expel [her] from the
school” (1847, p.66). This is a religious school, which is supposed to represent
peace, mercy, and tolerance. However, this school becomes a tool to domesticate
and oppress the young girls. Moreover, Helen is so domesticated that she cannot
see punishment as an act of cruelty or brutality. When Jane tells Helen that she
has to object to Miss Scatcherd’s cruelty, Helen replies: “Cruel? Not at all! She
is severe; she dislikes my faults” (1847, p.66). Furthermore, Helen justifies her
silence by saying that “the Bible bids us return good for evil” (1847, p.66). Here,
Helen, by using this religious discourse becomes “Brocklehurst’s model female
student” (Roy, 1989, p.716) since she completely internalizes the oppressive
ideology of institutionalized religion and his domesticating teachings.

Not only is Helen a domesticated figure, but she also intends to be a
domesticating figure. Using religious discourse, Helen tries to domesticate Jane
by advising her to tolerate other people’s violence and cruelty. She tells Jane,
who objects to her silence:

Heathens and savage tribes hold that doctrine [resisting punishment]; but
Christians and civilized nations disown it ... Read the New Testament, and
observe what Christ says, and how He acts; make His word your rule, and
His conduct your example ...[Christ says] ‘Love your enemies; bless them
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his commands and hence his oppressing religious discourse: “I have a Master to
serve whose kingdom is not of this world: my mission is to mortify in these girls
the lusts of the flesh, to teach them to clothe themselves with shamefacedness
and sobriety, not with braided hair and costly apparel...” (1847, p.76). Jane
completely refuses Mr. Brocklehurst to be an ideal figure for her and for the
girls, or, as Alison Searle puts it, “Jane’s commonsense and clear-headedness
instantly dismisse(s) such idolatry” (2006, p. 45).

How is Mr. Brocklehurst a hypocrite and how does the narrative serve to
criticize his religious discourse? In fact, his hypocrisy is a kind of criticism of
Mr. Brocklehurst and his preaching and conduct. After his long sermon about
how the girls should be purged of pride and luxury in order to “render them
hardy, patient, [and] self-denying” (1847, p.75), his wife and two daughters
enter the room, where he is preaching. They are luxuriously dressed up and
“splendidly attired in velvet, silk, and furs” (1847, p.77). His wife has on “a false
front of French curls” (1847, p.77). This episode clearly criticizes Mr.
Brocklehurst who uses religious discourse to subvert and oppress the young
girls, while, at the same time, he and his luxuriously wealthy family lead a very
luxurious life. Moreover, the contrast between the luxurious life he leads and the
poor, miserable, and unhealthy life the girls lead at Lowood school is also a kind
of critique. The girls barley have enough food to eat and enough blankets to
protect themselves from harsh coldness at Lowood school. As a result of such
poor and unhealthy conditions, a typhus epidemic sweeps the school. Moreover,
Mr. Brocklehurst justifies Mrs. Reed’s harsh treatment of little Jane and thus
supports social oppression. Even worse, he highly speaks of her while she is so
harsh and unfair with Jane. As Jeffery Franklin points out, both Mr. Brocklehurst
and Mrs. Reed are represented “as cruel, greedy, and hypocritical” (1847,
p-464). Thus, these examples show that the narrative, as narrated by Jane Eyre,
criticizes Mr. Brocklehurst who uses religious discourse to domesticate the girls
and to keep their behavior within strictly defined standards. In other words, this
kind of religious discourse, as Jane conveys in her narration, serves to justify and
legitimize social oppression.

This oppressive religious discourse is internalized by Helen Burns, who is a
product of Mr. Brocklehurst’s institutionalized religion. In fact, Helen is a foil to
Mr. Brocklehurst to some extent. In other words, if Mr. Brocklehurst represents
a domesticating and hypocritical figure, Helen represents a domesticated and
honest figure. In his essay, “The Merging of Spiritualities: Jane Eyre as
Missionary of Love,” Jeffrey Franklin (1995) argues that Helen “represents an
ideal within the Christian discourse of the novel” (1995, p.465). Even though
Helen is an honest figure who does what she preaches, and she is “the novel’s
Christian paragon” (Franklin, 1995, p. 466), she is not excluded from Jane’s
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to read a book which he describes as “‘an account of the awfully sudden death of
Martha G—, a naughty child, addicted to falsehood and deceit’ (1847, p.42).

It is, thus, clear that the novel serves to criticize these scary images Mr.
Brocklehurst uses. First, Mr. Brocklehurst supports Mrs. Reed’s oppression by
using this frightening religious discourse. Here, religion becomes a tool of
oppression, and it collides with social oppression. Second, he never even asks
Mrs. Reed or little Jane why she (Jane) has a tendency to deceit and lying.
Instead, he immediately refers to scary religious discourse which contributes to
domesticating and subverting Jane; in fact, this kind of discourse helps reinforce
social oppression practiced by Mrs. Reed and her son, John. In her essay,
“Unaccommodated Woman and the Poetics of Property in Jane Eyre,” Parama
Roy (1989) asserts that “Mrs. Reed finds a willing ally and advocate in the Rev.
Brocklehurst, who bears Jane away to his charity school, Lowood Institution. He
is a particularly vociferous advocate for the structures of power and exploitation
adumbrated in the Gateshead section” (1989, pp.715-716). So, this religious
man, who is supposed to refute social oppression, justifies and contributes to
social oppression and even legitimizes it by using religious discourse.

Furthermore, Mr. Brocklehurst is a hypocritical person who never does what
he preaches. At Lowood Institution, which is supposed to be a place of mercy,
love, peace, and affection, Mr. Brocklehurst turns this place into a kind of hell
for Jane and other girl students. For example, he objects to serving bread and
cheese to students since this is a kind of “luxury and indulgence.” He refers to
biblical texts to prove that girls should be “hardy, patient, and self-denying” and
thus justifies their suffering. He says:

A brief address on those occasions would take the opportunity of referring
to the sufferings of the primitive Christians; to the torments of martyrs: to
the exhortations of our blessed Lord Himself, calling upon His disciples to
take up their cross and follow Him; to His warnings that man shall not live
by bread alone, but by very word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,
to His divine consolations, ‘if ye suffer hunger or thirst for my sake, happy
are ye.” Oh, madam, when you put bread and cheese, instead of burnt
porridge, into these children’s mouths, you may indeed feed their vile
bodies, but you little think how you starve their immortal souls! (1847,
p.75).

Here Mr. Brocklehurst denies the girls’ right to enjoy life or to lead a normal
life, using religious discourse to prove what he is preaching. In the same context,
he orders to cut off Julia Severn’s naturally curly hair “to be arranged closely,
modestly, and plainly” (1847, p.76). Again, he refers to biblical texts to justify
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3. Discussion
3.1. Challenging Repressive Institutionalized Religion

In Jane Eyre, religion is used to domesticate women and to keep them
satisfied with their lot and never to think of revolution against their oppressive
situations. In this regard, Jane Eyre is critical of this kind of religion, and, as
Sandro Jung explains, she is considered to be a self- assertive woman, who
challenges “societal expectations” and fights “for equality” throughout the novel
(2007, 21-22). There are different characters in the novel that are considered
tools of the repressive religious discourse. For example, once Jane is taken to the
red room, one of the servants, Miss Abbot, uses frightening images of religious
discourse. Miss Abbot says, “God will punish her [little Jane]: He might strike
her dead in the midst of her tantrums ... Say your prayers, Miss Eyre, when you
are by yourself; for if you don’t repent, something bad might be permitted to
come down the chimney and fetch you away” (1847, p.16). One might say that
the Jane is critical of this kind of frightening religious discourse since little Jane
does nothing wrong to repent. It is Mrs. Reed and her son, John, who do wrong
to little Jane and who need to repent. Also, this kind of religious discourse is
used to subjugate any kind of objection or rebellion Jane might even think of.
On the other hand, the servant, who is already oppressed, internalizes the
oppressive religious discourse and turns into an oppressor, using the same tool
oppressors use to domesticate the lower class.’

Another character who uses religious discourse as an oppressive tool is Mr.
Brocklehurst, a clergyman who owns and overlooks a charitable institution that
Jane becomes a part of. In fact, Mr. Brocklehurst uses religion and frightening
religious discourse to subvert and domesticate people. Just as Miss Abbot uses
scary and threatening religious discourse to keep little Jane silent and
submissive, Mr. Brocklehurst uses threatening and scary religious images when
visiting Mrs. Reed’s house where he meets ten-year-old Jane. In his conversation
with little Jane, Mr. Brocklehurst asks her about prayers, about psalms, and
about her reading of the Bible. When her answers do not please what he expects,
he immediately calls her “wicked” and the wicked “go to hell ... A pit full of fire
... to be burning there forever” (1847, p.39). Moreover, he accuses her that she
has a “wicked heart” that she needs “pray to God to change it: to give [her] a
new and clean one: to take away [her] heart of stone and give [her] a heart of
flesh” (1847, p.40). Another frightening image Mr. Brocklehurst uses when
conversing with little Jane is the association of falsehood with hell. When Mrs.
Reed tells him that little Jane has “a tendency to deceit” (1847, p.41), he says
“[d]eceit is ... a sad fault in a child ... it is akin to falsehood, and all liars will
have their portion in the lake burning with fire and brimstone” (1847, p.41). The
last scary image Mr. Brocklehurst uses in this episode is when he asks little Jane
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Jane Eyre is Gayatri Spivak. In her article, “Three Women’s Texts and a
Critique of Imperialism,” Spivak examines three works by women: Charlotte
Bronté’s Jane Eyre, Jean Rhys’ Wide Sargasso Sea, and Mary Shelly’s

Frankenstein. She argues that it is impossible to approach a 19th century British
literature “without remembering that imperialism, understood as England’s
social mission, was a crucial part of the cultural representation of England to the
English” (1985, p.243). She explains how Bertha Mason, as the white Jamaican
Creole character in the novel, is produced by the rise of imperialism and is
described by both Jane and Rochester on the frontier between the human and the
animal (1985, p.247). Even though Spivak reads Bronté’s novel as an imperialist
text, she does not show how Jane’s attitudes towards institutionalized religion
fluctuate as [ will demonstrate in this article.

In his article, “The Merging of Spiritualities: Jane Eyre as Missionary of
Love,” J. Jeffrey Franklin explains that there are various “overlapping discourses
of spirituality within the text” and “the primary spiritual discourse in Jane Eyre
is ... Christian” (1995, p.457). He shows how Bronté engages with different

spiritual discourses dominating Britain back in the 19th century, stating that the
novel “is quite representative of its time in showing a multiplicity of competing
spiritual discourses within Christianity ... in another sense the novel troubles
Christianity itself by introducing spiritual discourses from outside orthodox
doctrines” (1995, pp.459-460). Even though Franklin explores various Christian
discourses as represented in the novel, he neither relates such religious
discourses to imperialism nor explains why Jane Eyre is ambivalent when it
comes to religious discourse. And this is where I attempt to fill the gaps.

Thomas Tracy’s “‘Reader, I Buried Him’: Apocalypse and Empire in Jane
Eyre” tackles the idea of Empire and colonial discourse in Bronté’s novel. Even
though Tracy asserts that the imperial project is highlighted, especially at the end
of the novel, he claims that the novel “does not offer evidence of hostility
towards colonized peoples, nor does it appropriate the image of slavery merely
to figure the oppression of white women” (2004, p. 60). He even refutes the idea
that the novel affirms “St. John’s evangelizing mission” (2004, p.59). He
typologically reads the novel “as a Bildungsroman in which her hero, Jane,
attains spiritual enlightenment in the Christian tradition ...and the novel’s ending
not only references but replicates the Revelation, a work which is central to Jane
Eyre’s signifying system” (2004, p. 60). My reading, however, is going to
oppose Thomas Tracy’s analysis by claiming that the novel, in fact, approves
and reinforces St. John’s colonial mission. On the other hand, Tracy does not
show why Jane Eyre is ambivalent throughout the novel. My analysis will
thoroughly address this issue.
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as “a structure of attitude and reference” (1993, p.248). Taking a cue from
Edward Said, I will re-read Charlotte Bront€’s novel, Jane Eyre (1847), to
explore the protagonist’s attitude toward oppression through her critique of one
of the oppressive ideologies: institutionalized religion. Jane Eyre’s critique
exposes, first, her ambivalent personality and, second, her implicit acceptance of
the colonial discourse on the uncivilized, savage, and backward “other.”

As for the idea of institutionalized religion as an ideology, some critics such
as Marx, Althusser, Foucault, Mary Wollstonecraft among many others claim
that institutionalized religion is used to promote repressive practices to keep the
poor satisfied with their lot and to maintain the status quo or to keep those in
power in power. It is what people do in the name of God/religion to maintain
their power and domination. Moreover, institutionalized religion is one of the
ideological state apparatuses Althusser refers to when discussing how oppression
and domination are practiced over the poor and the marginalized. Such
ideological apparatuses contribute to reproducing “the dominant system by
creating subjects who are ideologically conditioned to accept the values of the
system” (Loomba, 1998, p.33). Similarly, Michel Foucault implies that such an
environment, where institutionalized religion is practiced, is self-policing:

For the Catholic Church ... confinement represents, in the form of an
authoritarian model, the myth of social happiness: a police whose order will
be entirely transparent to the principles of religion, and a religion whose
requirements will be satisfied, without restrictions, by the regulations of the
police and the constraints with which it can be armed. There is, in these
institutions, an attempt of a kind to demonstrate that order may be adequate
to virtue. In this sense, “confinement” conceals both metaphysics of
government and a politics of religion; it is situated, as an effort of tyrannical
synthesis, in the vast space separating the garden of God and the cities
which men, driven from paradise, have built with their own hands. (1965,
pp-100-101)

Furthermore, Mary Wollstonecraft argues that religion is manipulated by men in
a way that they prove that women are weak, and thus “they [women] are not in a
capacity to judge for themselves, they ought to abide by the decision of their
fathers and husbands as confidently as by that of the church” (1792, p.110).

There is much written on Jane Eyre, especially the idea of religious
discourse and colonial motif in the novel,” but little attention has been paid to the
protagonist of the novel as she internalizes the colonial discourse dominating

Great Britain back in the 19th century, and she develops ambivalent attitudes
toward religious discourse. One of the famous critics who explores Bronté’s
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Great Britain in the 19" century on the people living there back then. This kind
of analysis is not nearly as often discussed. My “contrapuntal reading”™ seems to
be a different way of approaching the novel, especially the main character, Jane
Eyre. In other words, my reading explicates the submerged presence of Empire
in Bronté&’s Jane Eyre and Jane Eyre’s adoption of the Empire’s discourse. My
analysis aims to reveal how the unquestioned ideology of British colonial
domination back in the 19™ century contaminated and even handcuffed those
who stood up against certain repressive apparatuses the state used to subjugate
its members. Moreover, this article attempts to demonstrate that the mainstream
ideology of the British Empir eshapes Jane Eyre and informs the novel, which
seems to celebrate the prevailing Eurocentric attitudes in Britain in the 19™
century when people believed that Europe in general and Britain in particular
had an obligation to “civilize” and “enlighten” the “less civilized” people and
nations.

In this paper, I claim that Jane Eyre as a product of her socio-economic,
cultural environment is an ambivalent character. And Jane Eyre’s ambivalence
shows the trace of Empire in her. In other words, she is critical of using religion
to oppress her own people, especially women. She, in fact, “recounts the plight
of so many women” throughout the novel (Fain 2014, p. 148). On the other
hand, she keeps silent when the same discourse of institutionalized religion is
used to justify colonizing and oppressing other people and nations. In order to
explore the representation of institutionalized religion in Jane Eyre, my analysis
is based on close reading of the novel, and it is informed by Postcolonial and
Marxist theory. To develop this argument, it will be necessary to divide it into
three sections along with a conclusion. The first will give a brief review of
related literature. The second will analyze how institutionalized religion is
challenged and criticized, especially when religion is used to domesticate
women (and here the novel is critical of patriarchy). The final section will
examine how Jane Eyre keeps silent when institutionalized religion is used as a
tool to justify colonizing another nation, and thus Jane Eyre approves of
imperialism and Eurocentricism, seeing imperialism as a civilizing mission
rather than a colonizing, hegemonic one.

2. Review of Related Literature

In his seminal book, Culture and Imperialism (1993), Edward Said explains that
“allusions to facts of empire” abound in “nineteenth— and early-twentieth-
century British and French culture,” especially “in the British novel” (p.248). He

th
refers to many 19 century British novels where there are allusions and
references to colonialism. Even though he does not elaborate on Charlotte
Bronté’s Jane Eyre, Said demonstrates how such texts creates what he refers to
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Abstract
In Charlotte Bronté’s novel, Jane Eyre, the protagonist, Jane Eyre, cannot avoid

the trap of empire, which represents the British colonial domination in the 19th
century. Through close reading of the text and using Postcolonial and Marxist
theory, I claim that Jane Eyre develops an ambivalent attitude towards
oppression. That is to say, she, at one point, is very critical of using religion to
oppress her own people. On the other hand, she keeps silent when the same
discourse of institutionalized religion is used to justify colonizing and
oppressing other people and nations. This ambivalent attitude shows that the
unquestioned ideology of British colonial domination contaminates and even
handcuffs Jane Eyre. Thus, the mainstream ideology of the British empire shapes
Jane Eyre and informs the novel, which seems to celebrate the prevailing

th
Eurocentric attitudes in Britain back in the 19 century when people believed
that Europe in general and Britain in particular had an obligation to “civilize”
and “enlighten” the “less civilized” people and nations.

Keywords: Charlotte Bronté, Jane Eyre, institutionalized religion, ambivalence, empire,
colonialism

1. Introduction

At this point, Charlotte Bronté’s Jane Eyre has been called upon to
represent any number of Marxist, Feminist and Postcolonial themes, concepts,
among many other ideas in various discourses.' Critics have noted multiple
interpretations of this novel. Saying anything new about this novel seems to be
quite a challenge to any literary critic. Yet, a re-reading of the novel contributes
to demonstrating the effect of colonial discourse and experience’ dominating
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Syntactic problems

Dealing with two remote language systems, Arabic and English in this case,
can lead to the existence of syntactic problems. Grammatical problems also
emerge, such as the difference in word order, the tense and type of verbs,
questions and negations, adjectives and adverbs, nominal vs. verbal sentences as
well as conjunctions. Since word-to-word equivalence is not usually used as a
strategy in translating the Qur'an, these kinds of problems can often be
overcome.

The Cognate Accusative

In the sixth Aya “la'uS g Qi &9\3”, the use of cognate is for assertion. In his

book, Dr. Abdullah Shaker suggested the use of the word “certainly” in order to
give a more appropriate translation without losing the meaning.

Exclusion

Exclusion is the process of excluding a subset from a set, one of the
particles, and the use of "illa"¥| is an example of this feature. "llla allathina

'‘amanit wa-"amilu assalihat lahum 'ajrun ghayru mamnin [ ‘9.’!.4.’;:9 | 5...4\ u.“..d\ Y\

O 3.».« ik P\ P-G-' alallall" In the case above, the particle "illa" does not express
‘exclusion as it is rendered in the translations given. It is rendered as "except,
save, and but". This particle here works as waw alsti'naf" wlsin¥! sls", and it is

used for resumption of a new idea in a new sentence. This meaning was inferred
from another aya in "sira al-Bagara, the cow" (Qurtubt 19: 282).

Generally speaking, the syntactic and stylistic norms of the target language
fail to match those of the Qur’an discourse. The loss of stylistic effect occurs
when the source text style is, in certain positions, wasted and not appropriately
compensated for. However, there’s a “general agreement” on the capability of
acquiring a fairly good degree of resemblance in semantic presentation across
languages rather than achieving stylistic properties, as Hussein Abdul-Raof
said:“stylistic properties are linguistic features far from universal.” (p32)
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convey good news, an issue which is not tackled in given translations. Moreover,
the meaning of the "&"involves a semantic function: an immediate action with

no hesitation which is impossible to render.

The Implicit Oath is also one of the problems that may face the translator
due to its structure which cannot be found in English. For instance, in aya

nineteen" gk (e Lk U.S)S.i" la-tarkabunna, Pickthall and Haleem's translations
do not give the meaning of the full structure of the Oath. As for Ali’s translation,
he inserted the word “surely” to replace “.Sgill o537

nn

Aya twenty-three begins with " g"which is "Jdl 4is". Although it is
rendered as a conjunction including "but or and", these comparable conjunctions
do not even give a close meaning because it has no counterpart in English; the
meaning of "Jl 414" can only be achieved through appropriate rendering of the

whole aya to express the meaning fully.

Metaphor

In both ayas: "=y Ly ua.;;b"wa-athinat li-rabbiha wa-hugqat, and " =l
:::l;‘ﬁjg L " wa-algat ma fiha wa-takhallat, we have what is called in the
Arabic language as" i< ,linl" isti ‘ara makniyyih.
ALl s ] 8,8 Ll Laolil & oo ¥y clanadl Jla St "idny G sy

o g slaall patonall

Satll e Lgb Lo Al Jalad) shhall oy 03,81 Jls ciged 0lATy G L 2y

In " wa-athinat li-rabbiha wa-hugqat”, the sky and the earth are referred to
as humans who are submissive to Allah and, thus, obey His orders, whereas in
"wa-algat ma fiha wa-takhallat", the earth is referred to as a pregnant woman
who miscarriages for the intensity and the horrors of what she sees. The woman

in this metaphor is omitted, but it is inferred by one of its features- the process of
casting out what is within (Durral0:509).

Antithesis

This sura is marked by parallel structures that can hardly be rendered into
English. Antithesis with which The Qur’an is highly characterized is language
specific.
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Stylistic Problems

Regarding stylistic issues in translation, the crucial question tackles the
uncertainty if it is feasible to reflect the style of the source text or if it is even
possible to mirror. The translators’ understanding of the source text might affect
the process of translation, resulting in a misleading translation. Therefore,
rendering the style can be a thorny issue for translators; this, in turn, triggers the
complexity of literal vs. free translation. The style of the text includes things
such as the use of foregrounding and backgrounding, repetition, translation
resistance, metaphor, antithesis and so on. All these constituents express the
meaning of a text.

Fore grounding and back grounding

Syntactically, aya six should be fore grounded and placed after the first aya
in order to achieve the meaning of the Arabic conditional structure; when the sky
cracks or splits, humans labor in toilsome towards Allah. This cannot be
expressed while translating the sirah, but it might be explained in a footnote or
by a reference to fafsir. Another foregrounding can be found in the last aya; the
Comment " ,al\" al-khabar is fronted, whereas the Topic “"iuiwllal-mubtada’ is

postponed. This change in word order is achieved in both translations. However,
the meaning of assertion on the believers who will be rewarded made by such a
change is not given in both translations. As an example of backgrounding, aya
nineteen is backrounded because the reference of the" sk (e Wik &<yl " la-

tarkabunna is in aya six "&LusY! sl Wya ayyuha al-"insaan. (Qurtubt 19:278)

Translation resistance

Certain words in both translations as well as others are translation
resistance, either because they do not have a counterpart or because they are
language or culture specific. For example, in aya sixteen the word" zasll" ash-
shafaq was translated as: afterglow of sunset, the ruddy glow of Sunset, and the
twilight; the same structure refers to "asally 4&,M"ar-rigga wa-dda’f which

reflects the human heart condition of tenderness and weakness (Qurtubt 19:274-
5, Zamakhshart 4:235), and it also refers to the whiteness found in the sky at the
time. Another example presented is the meaning in aya eighteen" swil"which

defines the fullness of the moon. What couldn’t be expressed in this translation
is the gradual process for the completion of the moon fullness.

The use of "F.’A}ii;i" and what follows this verb of changing in the color of
the skin and facial features in addition to the sarcasm implied to acquaint non-
believers of what they are going to receive is a substantial tool in Arabic to
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The verb “4&al” la-tarkabunna is literary translated into "travel, journey"

by Ali, Picthall and khan. The verb is explained in fafsir as the change of Man’s
conditions throughout his life and in the hereafter. It has many explanations
related to different ayas in the Qur'an: the ascent of the Prophet to the heaven
and the leveled skies, for example, and the stages of man's creation from a sperm
to a full human, in addition to other various meanings presented by scholars.
What was accomplished in Khan’s translation is placing

"throughout his life and in the hereafter" between parenthesis in order to
clear things out unlike Ali and Pickthall in aya number nineteen. Haleem uses
"progress" which indicates the transformation from one level to another or "from
stage to stage" without being more specific about the intrinsic nature of this
stage. This generalization might be useful since it includes the different
renderings of the aya.

Regarding the use of parenthesis in aya twenty-two, Ali should have been
more illustrative instead of using "it" with no reference. On the other hand,
Haleem has explicitly stated the reference in a more proper manner as "the

n

Qur'an". As for the last aya in which "¢ st ’,;.":"ghayrumammin means " &
gobis Y5 (osdis"ghayr mangis wa-1a maqti’, all translations have also failed to

give the right meaning. Still, it can easily be well-suited by combining the
translations of the words together in order to give the full meaning: "unfailing
never-ending reward". The other meaning that the word mamniin suggests is the
reward given by Allah to the believers because of their good deeds. Allah does
not present these rewards as grace, but believers deserve them as a consequence
of obeying Allah.

Over translation

Unlike Pickthall, Ali over translated some ayas in certain places, using
parenthesis within the translation, such as in ayas two and five. It might be
inferred that he employed this technique for being incapable to provide an
adequate translation straight forward to express the full meaning of the ayas, or,
sometimes, the translator might be indecisive about which diction to select for
offering the counterpart in the target language. The word "(clean)" is
exemplified in his translation of the fourth aya as such case. Nonetheless, both
translators should have clarified more certain positions- aya five for instance- to
clear out the confusion made by the repetition of the aya: the first refers to the
sky while the second to the earth.
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consensus on the interpretation of "inshagqgat": the sky having doors made out of
clouds (Tabart12:72) or lines of openings in the sky made by white clouds. In his
translation, Haleem secks to display the most accurate equivalence; "cracks"
suggests having lines of splitting rather than breaking apart, and it also suggests
the sound that accompanies this act of "crack". This meaning is not suggested in
the other dictions used.

In the second aya, Pickthall does not give the meaning of "=3a5"wa-

huggat" and he must do so" (Khan 824). Pickthall also uses "in fear", which is a
meaning suggested by (Zamakhshari4:234); this act of cracking is done because
Allah orders the sky to do so and it has to do so- it is an act of submission.

In the third aya, Khan might have given a more appropriate equivalent than
"stretched forth". The selection of this translation is taken from the Hadith of
Prophet Mohammad plus 4le alll Lo "wo¥) W wad, "tumadu madda al ‘adim".

It is leveled, as Haleem suggests, but also stretched out as all afsir books point
out. In the fourth aya, the word "ol " wa-tkhallat refers to what is on the

surface of the earth as well; the earth relinquishes people still alive, mountains,
seas and oceans (Qurtubt 19:270).None of the translations refers to this part of
the meaning. Al Qurtubt also states in the same place that the earth will be
replaced by another one called "as-sahira" because it will be leveled and
stretched out. Additionally, it will cast out what is within and abandon all on the
surface for Judgment Day.

In aya number eight, "lisid" fa-sawfa, is used not only for referring to a
future tense but also for assertion, which can be clearly found in Picthall and
Khan’s translations by using “truly” and “surely” respectively. Moreover, the
reference of "4lal" 'hlihi in the ninth aya is not agreed upon among scholars: it is

rendered as family, people and folks. However, a footnote can solve the problem
by referring to the different explanations of "hlihi «uissedl o alal (Cuall Heatl”
"Gall wlas Al «lile.’@lilatahu  al-latt dakhalat  al-janna, ahlahu minal-
mu'minin, and al-huar al-"in"

Despite the fact that translators must apply the norms of the target language
and even its culture while translating a text, such norms are inapplicable when it
comes to translating The Qur’an due to its supreme style. Therefore, translators
should not impose the cultural norms whilst translating it. This is the case in aya
18; Khan and Haleem might have provided a more suitable rendering for this
aya by referring to the moon with the pronoun "it", instead of using "she" or
"her" and using the interpretation " the full moon" when it is at the full.
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Yusuf Ali | Hilali &Khan | Pickthall | Abdel Haleem | SUr2Al- | Aya
Inshiqaq | no.
plaws 4ule allfand
whatever he
brought, i.e. this
Qur'an and
Islamic
Monotheism,
etc.).
But Allah has And Allah
full knowledge |knows best what kﬁ) ri)(:e[t\hlll?e}:lst God knows best Lo P_Ld c’CLIB
of what they | they gather (of what thev are what they keep | =, | 23
secrete (in their| good and bad hidi Y hidden inside-- oses
breasts) deeds), 1ang.
So announce to | So announce to St(l) d%rl:]z t:;} ;n So give them | _ i, P-‘”)-"-“
them a Penalty | them a painful g ful news of a T T 24
Grievous, torment. %ﬁgﬁ? painful torment. ‘°'~"“
Except to those | Save those who Save those
who believe | believe and do . (RARRUE
and work righteous good who believe BuF those who et L
righteous | deeds, for them and dl? g;)Od behdeze a:;d d'(;l Islazss 55
deeds: For them| is a reward that ﬁl%rir:’isoz; g(})l(a)we zﬁef];:j H_\ Sladtall
is a Reward |will never come . e s e
that will never | to an end (i.e. rev&.fa'rd ending reward. | Gstes 2 52|
fail. Paradise). unfailing.

Lexical problems

Lexical problems, being one of the most provocative problems observed,
can be defined as the absence or lack of equivalence. Some terms do not have
counterparts in English, driving the translator into conveying them by hiring one
of the translation strategies: the semantic and communicative. The common
lexical problems emerge from using literal translation, synonymy and polysemy,
which, in turn, might not reflect the concrete shades of meanings every so often
whether the translator finds their equivalence in the target language or not.
[Shades of meaning might not be expressed in particular contexts.]

The selection of certain vocabulary

In the first aya, Ali provides the meaning of "inshagqat"as"rend" and this
meaning illuminates the violence that accompanies the action of the splitting.
Pickthall, in contrast, employs "inshaqqat" as the Arabic parallel for the word
"split", and then he adds the shade "asunder", whereas “cracks" is the Arabic
substitute chosen by Haleem. According to Tafsir books, there is a general
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Yusuf Ali | Hilali &Khan | Pickthall | Abdel Haleem | SUr Al | Ava
Inshiqaq | no.
Truly, did he Verily, he He verily
think that he | thought that he | deemed that He thought he o of ol &
would never o 4l
would not have | would never he would return [to his o 14
to return (to | come back (to | never return Lord]-- 22
Us)! Us)! (unto Allah).
Nay, nay! for | Yes! Verily, his | Nay, but lo! e
his Lord was | Lord has been | his Lord is Indeed he willl | & ¢ @ ol b
. . His Lord was L 15
(ever) watchful | ever beholding | ever looking . . (yoal 4
: . . watching him. =
of him! him! on him!
So I do call to So T swear b Oh, I swear T
witness the Y by the I swear by the el s
the afterglow of o - 16
ruddy glow of sunset: afterglow of twilight, saall
Sunset; ’ sunset, . ]
And by the night| And by the
The Night and | and whatever it | night and all | by the nightand |... . .. .*,.
its Homing; gathers in its that it what it covers, [©° Lo Jlls) 17
darkness, enshroudeth,
And by the
And the Moon m(f)lrlldv?ge Lhi is moon when by the full Rr ).a.d\ 18
in her fullness: she is at the moon, S
at the full.
full,
You shall
certainly travel
Ye shall surely | from stage to That ye shall you will o ik u-\S)-”J
. . 1., | journey on e HAe o
travel from |stage (in this life progress from - 19
. from plane to Gab
stage to stage. and in the stage to stage. =
plane.
Hereafter).
What then is What is the What aileth -
the matter with | matter with | them, then, | So why do they | ¥ f‘-G-' Lo 20
them, that they | them, that they | that they not believe? Oisiods
believe not?- believe not? | believe not
And when the | And when the And, “,/hel} Wh,y, When the L
L o . the Qur'an is |Qur’an is read t0| agile &5 13l
Qur'an is read |Qur'an is recited . i
recited unto | them, do they R,
to them, they | to them, they Y oL 21
fall not fall not them, not prostrate e
worship not | themselves [to Q9
prostrate, prostrate. (Allah)? God]?

Butonthe | Nay, those who | Nay, but No! the Co
contrary the | disbelieve belie | those who disbelievers | 1958 u:‘-‘-” & 2
Unbelievers (Prophet disbelieve reject the i

reject (it).  [Muhammad _lo| will deny; Qur’an--
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Yusuf Ali | Hilali &Khan | Pickthall | Abdel Haleem ISI:‘Srh*: (i:: ‘?lf)a
O man! Verily,
you are
O thou man! returning Thou, verily,
Verily thou art towards your | O man, art You humans f
yi Lord with your | working . Iy (R P A
ever toiling on toiling I
deeds and toward thy . | IS ol
towards thy . laboriously il ol )
Lord- painfully actions (good or | Lord a work towards your R 6
o bad), a sure which thou . =
toiling,- but . . .| Lord, will meet .
returning, and | wilt meet (in . 484
thou shalt meet . . Him: -
Him you will meet His
(the results of | presence).
your deeds
which you did).
. .| Then whoso
Then he who is | Then as for him is given his | Whoever is e
given his who will be g . . X ol e Lla
o . . account in | given his record o 7
Record in his |given his Record .. ST ol LK
. o his right |in his right hand | =2 ==
right hand, |in his right hand,
hand
Soon will his He surelv will He truly will L
account be esurey receivean | Will have an | =swla isud
taken by an recetve an casy easy easy reckoning | (... Glea 8
. reckoning, . e Bl
easy reckoning, reckoning
And he will . And will . .
turn to his Anq will r.etu?n return unto And return to his alaf 6!1 Ll
cople to his family in his folk in people well (o 9
PeOp’e, | joy! . pleased, e
rejoicing! joy.
But he who is | But whosoever Buti;);}rlloﬁ?s S| But whoever is R
given his is given his ‘(’; ccount given his his Lf,‘j&‘ e ‘-°‘{ 10
Record behind | Record behind behind his record from | ek £l Gl
his back,- his back, behind his back | ’
back,
Soon will he | He will 11}V0ke He §urely Will cry out for el L
cry for (for his) will invoke destruction-- . 11
perdition, destruction, destruction Dss
. And he shgll And be
And he will | enter a blazing . . )
enter a Blazing | Fire, and be thrown to| He will burn in fars JLads | 12
. ’ . scorching | the blazing fire. | ™ -
Fire. made to taste its
. fire.
burning.
Truly, did he go Verily, he was | He verily He used to .hve G s
about among . o among his |4} 8 OB 4l
his people among his lived joyous people well (e 13
SN people in joy! |with his folk, SEETTL
rejoicing! pleased.
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and Pickthall, Jakobson (1959), Nida and Taber (1982), and Baker (1992). Von
Denffer (1983) believes that no fair translation could be achieved from using
word-to-word translation. He also asserts the fact that the Qur’an’s eloquence is
inimitable (27). Baker also finds that culture- specific terms, especially those of
Arabic including the Qur’an religious terminologies, are hard to be translated
and, thus, need to adapt specific strategies for non-equivalence translating so as
to prominently deliver their conceptual and cultural meanings.

Sarat al-Inshigaq (Arabic: 5lics¥! §,5.) (The Sundering; Splitting Open;
The Craking) is the 84"sura of the Qur'an with twenty-five ayas. It is a Makkan

sura; it mentions details of the Judgment Day when everyone will be questioned
about their deeds in this world.

The translations available are those provided by Yousef Ali, Muhammad

Hilali-Muhsin Khan, Pickthall and Mohammad Abdel Haleem.

el Gen ) e

Yusuf Ali | Hilali &Khan | Pickthall | Abdel Haleem | SUrdAl- | Aya
Inshiqaq | no.
When the Sky Wheq the . When the When the sky sl 1)
is rent asunder heaven is split | heaven is cracks L 1
’ asunder, split asunder —
And hearkens
to (the And listens to And Obeving its R
Command of) | and obeys its | attentive to Lord azi ¢ %i hil ‘-94)1 <idls 2
its Lord, and it | Lord - and it | her Lord in gntly A
must
must needs (do| must do so. fear,
$0);-
And when the | And when the | And when Ry
earth is earth is stretched| the earth is \Z}i:i/l;llll: dezrlgl ua{” , o 3
flattened out, forth, spread out —
And casts forth | And has cast out Cg;d03?$1 Casts out its e
what is within | all that was in it . Ld Lo il
. that was in | contents, and e o 4
it and becomes | and became . alisy
(clean) empty empty her, and is | becomes empty
’ ) empty
And hearkens
to (the
Command of) | And listens to And Obeving its e
its Lord,- and it| and obeysits | attentive to ying Lot il
. . |Lord as it rightly e 5
must needs (do| Lord-andit | her Lord in pust A
$0);- (then will | must do so. fear!
come Home the
full reality).
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Oftentimes, the arguments in translating the Qur'an are built on explanations
and attestations taken from various Arabic sources. The problems stem from the
fact that the ayas are explained by using certain expressions used in many fafsir
books, resulting in having multiple possible translations. However, some of
these can affect establishing adequate translation.

It is difficult to translate religious texts, The Qur’an in particular, as they are
highly sensitive in addition to the challenge that the translator encounters in the
varieties of word orders as well as the presence of highly specific lexical and
syntactic items employed to create an effective and supreme style. Translators
have to take into account that the structure of The Qur’an is semantically
oriented, which makes the translators’ task even more difficult to achieve. This
paper sheds light on some inappropriateness that might be found in four
translations of The Qur’an in terms of the selection of certain vocabulary,
structure, syntax and style. This paper may also, in certain positions, suggest
other, more appropriate solutions, taking into consideration that English and
Arabic each has its own linguistic system, on one hand, and lexical, syntactic as
well as stylistic features, on the other hand, that could be deliberated among
other norms by translators.

Review of Related Literature

Translators do not opt for equivalence in translating sacred texts as a
strategy. As Baker (1992) points out, Arabic, as any other language, has cultural-
specific terms that have no equivalence, therefore, requiring the necessity for
approaching other non-equivalence strategies to convey their meaningYet
Xiabin comes to a conclusion that “equivalence will remain central to the
practice of translation ... even if it is marginalized by translation studies and
translation theorists” (2005:19)

Hatim & Mason (1997) discuss the variables of translating sacred texts,
coming out with adopting a unified strategy. The tendency for such adaptation is
“to promote an understanding of textuality that is, on the one hand, both rigorous
and comprehensive, and on the other, not tied to specific tasks or situational
requirements.” (93)

Untranslatability is an issue that has been widely discussed by scholars of
translation studies, especially when it comes to the translation of the Qur’an.
Catford (1956), Hatim and Munday (2004), Bassnett (2002),and Abdul-Raof
(2001) all have debates regarding the Qur’an. A number of studies and
translation theories have tackled the issue of translating the Qur’an.

Some as Aldahesh (2014) believes in the untranslatability of the Qur’anic
text. The same opinion is adopted by many scholars as Rahman (1988), Arberry
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Abstract

This paper conducts a comparative study about four translations of siirat al-
Inshigaq: Yousef Ali, Muhammad Hilali-Muhsin Khan, Pickthall and Mohammad Abdel
Haleem. Multiple opinions of exposition have been provided to explore how, in certain
ayas, the translators fail to find an appropriate equivalent. The translations' problems are
categorized into lexical, stylistic and syntactic problems, whereas these categories also
have sub-categories in order to clarify the gaps that might be encountered while
translating the Qur'anic text. The problems are investigated through the theories of free
and bound translation. Since religious texts, especially the sacred ones, are context-
based, they have different meanings which are not easy to tackle. In conclusion, the
lexical, syntactic and stylistic norms of the target language fail to match those of the
Qur’an discourse because these features are far from universal.

Keywords: Religious translation, Untranslatability, Qur'an exposition.

Introduction

Religious terms are regarded as one of the most specific, peculiar and
difficult parts of any given language, making them the hardest to translate. This
is because they are context based and often ambiguous in definition; they might
have different meanings. The problem lies in the lack of equivalences for certain
expressions that are not easy to tackle in that it is sometimes hard to find
expressions with the same meaning in the target language. Although languages
share some expressions, they still have their own specific terms, or shades of
meanings- the reason why it is hard to find the exact equivalent. In order to
achieve a fair if not an adequate translation, translators must discern the exact
meanings of these words and expressions in both the source and the target
languages. Hence, a number of translation strategies are needed to overcome
these problems.

© Copyright 2019 by The Society of Arab Universities Faculties of Arts, All rights reserved
* Languages Center, Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, Jordan.
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However, the results show the superiority of the German DW website, while it is
ranked secondly in the BBC website.

6- The analyzed websites use the generic frame during their covering of Arab
affairs, where it is ranked firstly on the overall total, but the BBC has
outperformed ranking first in it, while second in the German DW website.

7- The websites be careful to present their news within the conflict frame, it
ranked first in the total, but the BBC has outperformed were it ranked
firstly, while it came second in the DW website.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the researcher recommends the
following:

1- More Focus on the Palestinian issue by the international media. As the
conflict and wars in the Arab countries and the Middle East are growing, the
Palestinian issue is clearly absent from the media, especially the
international media. The issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is no longer
as interesting as before.

2- Intense attention to the issue of sectarian conflicts, which have become
widespread in a number of countries such as Lebanon, Iraq and Syria, and
threaten the security and stability of other countries.

3-focuson the Arab sources in matters related to the Arab issue, since these
issues are occurring in the Arab countries, so be careful to invitation the
international media to follow Arab sources regarding these events.

4- More interest to the article, especially in matters related to crises, wars and
conflicts, in order to highlight the views, attitudes and deep analyzes
relevant to the topic.

5- To raise the framework of ethical principles and humanitarian concerns more
in the issues related to crises, wars and conflicts in the Arab region,
especially in some of the countries that suffered from the blockade and
which resulted in moral and humanitarian tragedies, such as Syria, Iraq and
Lebanon.

6- Conducting specialized studies in the international media speech that oriented
by the Western countries to the Arab region, to know the trends of these
countries of the issues raised in the Arab region.
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As for the DW website, it was found that the responsibility frame came first
and surpassed the rest of the frames with the highest frequency (325) and 44.5%.
This means that the Deutsche Fillet website provided events and information
within the responsibility context. This may be due to Germany's policy towards
the Arab countries, especially the countries where there are conflicts and wars,
such as Syria.

The second rank was the conflict frame by (36.7%), the third rank was
occupied by humanitarian concerns by (10.7), The ethical principles frame came
in fourth rank by (7.3%), And the economic and strategic frames have not
achieve much attention from the analyzed sites, where only 1% for both of them.

The results of the previous table show that there were statistically
significant differences in the category of media types, where the level of
significance was (0.001), which indicates that there are differences in this
category. For the DW channel site, because it is the highest frequency.

Conclusion

The most important results of the study are:

1- The BBC and DW website focused on conflicts and wars in Syria and the
activities of terrorist organizations more than others in their covering of
Arab issues.

The conflicts and wars in Syria ranked first in the German DW website, while it
is ranked fourth in the BBC website, and the results show that the German
website surpassed the BBC website in highlighting conflicts and wars in
Syria and pay more concerns to them.

2- The BBC and DW websites were largely based on international news
agencies in their covering of Arab issues. They ranked first in the total; the
two websites are equal in their reliance on international news agencies,
ranking first in each.

3-The report has been heavily used in the BBC and DW websites during its
covering of Arab issues, followed by the news, which was used by well by
analyzed websites compared to other press types. The results show DW
website exceed to use report, Ranked first, while second in the BBC.

4- The use of the neutral coverage (objective) by the websites involved in the
analysis. The results show the German DW website is superior to neutral
coverage, and ranked third in the BBC website.

5-The results indicated the size of interest of the websites analyzed about Arab
issues was average. The category (250-500 words) ranked firstly in the total.
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7- Types of Frames of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of
Oriented Channels Websites.

Table (8): Types of frames by oriented websites.

BBC DW Total
Types of frames ¥ % ¥ % F %

Responsibility frame 195 41.5 304 41.6 499 41.6
Conflict frame 238 50.6 289 39.7 527 43.9
Strategy frame 0 0 2 0.3 2 0.2
Economic Results Frame 0 0 4 0.5 4 0.3
humanitarian interest

frame 14 3 78 10.7 92 7.7

ethical principles frame 23 4.9 53 7.3 76 6.3
Total 470 100 730 1000 1200 100

(0.001) sig== (11.842) Chi’

Table 8 shows the types of frames used in the BBC and DW sites covering
of Arab affairs. It is clear from data in the previous table that these frames were
used in varying percentages between each site.

At the total level, Table 8 shows that the conflict frame superiority on types
of frames list by 43.9.

The previous result is logical because the nature of the issues and topics
analyzed, that political and security issues are the conflicts and crises and
relations tense, which led to the conflict frame ranked first.Followed by the
responsibility frame with(41.6%). The third place was occupied by humanitarian
interest by (7.7%),Which was related to Syrian crisis and Syrian refugees crisis.
Some stories dealt these issues within a humanitarian frame that highlights the
suffering of the Syrian or Iraqi people in their crisis.

As for the ethical principles frame came in fourth place by 6.3%. The final
rank was taken by the strategic frame by 1% only.

For each site, it was found that the conflict frame ranked first on the BBC
website by 50.6%, which indicates that the BBC provided most of the
information and news of Arab issues in the conflicts and wars context.

The second place was occupied by responsibility frame by 41.5%, and the
ethical principles ranked third with (4.9%), and humanitarian interest by (3%).
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words) in ranked second by (43.4%), and the last category came (more than 500
words) by (10.2%).

Regarding to the DW website the results show that the category (from 250
to 500 words) topped the first (49.7%), Followed by the category of (more than
500 words) (26.4%), while the last ranked category (less than 250 words) by
(23.8).

The results indicated that there were statistically significant differences in
the category of (size of interest), where the significance at (0.05), and the
differences in the category (250-500 words) for the German DW channel site.

6- Nature of Frames of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of
Oriented Channels Websites.

Table (7): nature of frames by oriented websites.
Nature of BBC DW Total
frames F % F % F %

Specific frame 214 455 378 51.8 592 49.3
Generic frame 256 545 352 482 608 50.7
Total 470 100 730 100 1200 100

= (1.286).sig= Chi*(0.257

Table (7) shows the nature of the news coverage frameworks for Arab
affairs used by the BBC and DW websites, which came in two forms, the
specific frame and the generic frame, the oriented websites using these frames
with varying degrees.

At the total level, the generic frame ranked first by (50.7%), followed by
specific frame by (49.3%), this result indicates that the oriented website
presented the events and issues of the Arab region in general and abstract
context.

For each site, the results show that the generic frame ranked first on the
BBC website by (54.5%), ranked second and final is the specific frame with
(45.5%).

Regarding to the DW website note that the specific ranked first by (51.8%),
and the generic frame ranked last by (48.2%).

The results confirm that there are no statistically significant differences in
the nature of frames category. The statistical significance (0.277) and the chi
square value = (1.286). This is not significant at 0.05.
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For each site, the table data indicates that aggressive (offensive) coverage
topped in the BBC website with a total of 159 times and 33.8%.Indicating that
the BBC was not objective in its presentation the topics and events about Arab
affairs, But provided information and news by a personal, wrong and
misleading.

The biased coverage ranked second by 33.4%, and lastly was neutral
coverage with 32.8%.

As regards to the DW website, the results show that the neutral coverage
ranked first by 91.4%. Indicating that the German website was more objective in
its presentation of the events in the Arab region and presented the truth in all its
details to the audience, Followed by aggressive (offensive) coverage in ranked
second by (6.7%), The latter rank was occupied by biased coverage (1.9%).

The results indicated that there were statistically significant differences in
the types of coverage, where the statistical significance was (0.000), and the
value of the s chi’ = 34.991a, the differences in the neutral (objective) coverage
in favor of the German DW channel site because it is the highest frequency.

5- Size of Interest of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of
Oriented Channels Websites.

Table (6): size of interest by oriented websites.

BBC DW Total
size of interest F % F % F %
Less than 250 words 218 464 174 238 392 326
From 250 - 500 words 204 434 363 49.7 567 473
More than 500 words 48 102 193 264 241 20.1
Total 470 100 730 100 1200 100

Chi® = (43.763).sig=((0.02

Table (6) shows the size of interest in the BBC and DW websites about
Arab region. The category of (250 words - 500 words) was ranked first by
47.3%.Which indicates the size interest of Arab affairs were average by the sites
analyzed, the category (less than 250 words) ranked second by (32.6%), while
the category (more than 500 words) took the last ranked by 20.1%.

The result is logical and harmonious with the findings of the study about the
types of press, that report ranked first, and the news ranked second.

For each site, the results indicate that a category (less than 250 words)
topped the BBC website by (46.4%),Followed by the category (from 250 to 500
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The news ranked second with a total of (526), (43.8%). The article ranked
third with a total of 112 times, which represented 9.3%. The interview came in
the fourth ranked by (1.8%), And the Investigation ranked fifth (0.3%).

As for the press sources used in each website, the results of this study
indicate that the news was ranked first on the BBC channel site with a total of
(215) with (45.7%), followed by the report (41.9%), And the article ranked third
with (10.4%), The other types came late mattresses in the list, none of it
exceeded 2%.

In the DW websites, the report ranked first with (46.7%), followed by news
in the second with (42.6%), while the article remained stable in ranked third by
(8.6%), The other types came late mattresses in the list, none of it exceeded 5%.

Table (4) shows that there are statistically significant differences at (0.05) in
the press types category, where the differences in the report category were it in
favor of the DW site because it is has a highest frequency.

4- Types of Coverage of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of
Oriented Channels Websites.

Table (5) types of coverage by oriented websites
BBC DW Total
F %o F % F %o

Aggressive coverage (offensive) 159 338 49 6.7 208 17.3

Types of coverage

Biased coverage 157 334 14 19 171 143
Neutral coverage (objective) 154 328 667 914 821 68.4
Total 470 100 730 100 1200 100

= (34.991a). SIG= Chi*(000.0)

Table (5) shows the types of coverage of oriented websites channels for
Arab issues and events. The data in the previous table show that 3 types of
coverage were used during their coverage of events with varying degrees.

The overall level neutral coverage (objective) ranked first with (68.4%),
Which indicates that the sites analyzed away from the tendency and bias in the
selection and presentation the news and information, and give an integrated
picture of the balance about truth without distortion.

It Followed by aggressive (offensive) coverage with a total (208), by
(17.3%), it may be due to different relations and attitudes between countries
toward these issues, while the third ranked and final is a biased coverage with
14.3%.
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The results also indicate that foreign newspapers occupied the fourth ranked
with (1%). Arab newspapers and Arab news agencies did not achieve any
frequencies.

As for the press sources used in each site, the results show that the
international news agencies topped in the BBC website with a total of (189) and
percentage (40.1%), then the self-sources ranked second with (34.5%), The
sources of the site + agencies ranked third with (23.4%) while foreign
newspapers ranked last (1.9%).

As for a DW website, the international news agencies remained top by
58.6%, Followed by self-sources in the second ranked (21%), then self-sources +
agencies in the third ranked with (20%),Arab newspapers and Arab news
agencies did not achieve any frequencies.

Table (3) shows that there are no statistically significant differences at the
level of (0.05) in the sources category with chi® value = (2.667), and statistically
significant at (0.102).

3- Press Types of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of Oriented
Channels Websites.

Table (4): Press types by oriented websites.

BBC DW Total
Press types F % F % F %
Report 197 419 341 46.7 538 44.8
News 215 457 311 426 526 43.8
Atrticle 49 10.4 63 8.6 112 9.3
Interview 9 1.9 12 1.7 21 1.8
Investigation 0 0 3 0.4 3 0.3
Total 470 100 730 100 1200 100

= (36.465). SIG= Chi*(0.05)

Table (4) shows that websites used some press types more than other. They
relied on the reports, news, article, investigation and interviews with varying
degrees.

The report came at the forefront of these types, reaching (538) times
(44.8%), and it can be explained that the oriented websites give the issues of the
Arab region a great importance by presenting the details extensively, which is
came as report form.
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- The activities of terrorist organizations, its favor to DW website, because it is
the highest frequency.

- The gulf affair, its favor to the BBC website, because it is the highest
frequency.

- Sectarian and civil conflicts, its favor to DW website, because it is the highest
frequency.

- The Syrian refugees' crisis, its favor to DW website, because it is the highest
frequency.

2- The Sources of Arab Affairs Topics in the Online Coverage of Oriented
Channels Websites.

Table (3): sources by oriented websites.
sources BBC DW Total
F % F % F %

International news agencies 189 40.2 428 58.6 617 514

Self-sources 162 34.5 153 21 315 26.3
Agencies +self-sources 110 234 146 20 256 21.3
Foreign newspapers 9 1.9 3 04 12 1
Arab newspapers 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arab News Agencies 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 470 100 730 100 1200 100

= (2.667).sig= Chi?(0.102)

Table (3) shows that the analyzed websites relied on a number of sources
while covering Arab issues, it relied on its sources (reporter, correspondents,
writers of articles), international news agencies, and foreign newspapers. The
results show that the websites depended from sources more than others uneven
manner.

The international news agencies came in the forefront of these sources, with
a total of (617) times, representing (51.4%).

which indicates The international news agencies played a great role in
providing the media with information and important news about hot issues in the
Arab region, So the adoption of the analyzed websites Significantly on these
agencies.

As for self-sources, it ranked second with a total of (3159) times (26.3%),
followed by self-sources + Agencies in third ranked with 21.3%.
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The data in Table 2 shows the oriented websites presented during the Arab
issues coverage 14 topics which addressed various aspects of security and
political issues in the Arab region. It is noted that some of the topics achieved
concern by the analyzed websites, while others achieved little concern.

The top topics were covering by the BBC and DW sites at the general total
were: "Conflict and War in Syria" (12.4%), which indicates the Syrian crisis is
ranked firstly in the international media agenda.

The activities of terrorist organizations ranked secondly (12.3%), because
the activities of terrorist organizations expanded significantly in the Arab region
and the Middle East region. They became the international public opinion
regarding the actions carried out in different regions and countries, Followed by
the Gulf affair with 12.2% in the third rank.

The fourth rank was occupied by the Syrian refugee crisis with 11.2%,
followed by sectarian and civil conflicts by 11.3% Fifth place.It indicates the
international media concerns the issue related to sectarian and civil conflicts that
broke out in a number of countries such as Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and
others.

The topics: Yemen affair, the terrorist attacks in Jordan, the Sudan affair,
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Lebanon issue, the security and political situation in
Egypt didn’t achieve a high degree of importance so it ranked late,And none of
them exceeded 5%.

For each site, The data in Table (2) indicates that the Gulf affair ranked first
in the BBC website by 19.8%,Followed by the political conflict in Saudi Arabia
ranked second with (17.4%), followed by sectarian conflicts (11.1%) in third
place.

As for the activities of terrorist organizations, they ranked fourth (10.4%),
followed by conflicts and wars in Syria 9.6%.

The "Iraqi issue" and "the crisis of the Syrian refugees" are ranked sixth,
with 9.1% each.

Table (2) shows that there are statistically significant differences in the
topics category because the statistical significance level is 0.000 and the value of
chi square = (25.070). Thus, it is statistically significant at (0.05).

The differences in the following subcategories:

- Conflicts and wars in Syria, its favor to DW website, because it is the highest
frequency.
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Findings and Discussions

The results showed that the total of news stories that covering the Arab
affairs in the BBC and DW websites in 2017 was 1200, there were 470 from
BBC website and 730 DW website,It is noted that there is a clear and significant
difference in the interest degree of oriented websites that analyzed about Arab
issues, The German website is more interested in political and security Arab
affairs, perhaps due to Germany's foreign policy toward the Arab region, and
shows interest and assistance to the Arab countries, especially their great
attention tothe Syrian crisis And the issue of Syrian refugees in particular.

-The Topics of Arab Affairs in the Online Coverage of Oriented Channels
Websites.

Table (2): topics by oriented websites.

# Topics BBC DW Total
1 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 11 23% 7 1 18 1.5
2 Sectarian and civil conflicts 52 11.1% 83 114 135 113
3 Terrorist attacks in Jordan 7 15% 27 37 34 28
4  Conflicts in Libya 13 28% 82 112 95 179
5 Refugee crisis 43 9.1% 93 12.7 136 113
6  Conflicts and wars in Syria 45 9.6% 104 142 149 12.4
7  Iraq affairs 43 91% 81 11.1 124 103
8  Yemen affairs 11 23% 24 33 35 29
9 gctivi‘Fies .of Terrorist 49 104% 99 13.6 148 12.3
rganizations
10 Political conflict in Saudi Arabia 82 17.4% 46 63 128 10.7
11 Gulf affairs 93 198% 53 73 146 122
12 Lebanon affairs 13 %28 4 05 17 14
13 Sudan affairs 4 %09 17 23 21 1.8
14 sTlltfaile;;?;yEagnyi politica 3 %06 10 14 13 11
15 Others 1 %02 0 0 1 0.08
Total 470 100% 730 100 1200 100

=(25.070).sig = Chi’(00.000)
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conflicts, In contrast Britain, which is similar in its policy with the United States'
offensive policy.

- Time Frame of Study

The time frame of study was a year of 2017, by using the two-stage
stratified sample method, the year (2017) was divided into three groups, each
group containing (4) months, and the researchers chose one month from each
group by lot method, as it show in table 1:

Table (1): size of sample.

Sample size

Group Sample
BBC DW
Group(1) Jan,Feb,mar,Apr March 158 219
Group (2)May,Jun,Jul,Aug July 214 276
Group(3)Sept,Oct,Nov,Dec November 98 235
Total 470 730

We noticed from the previous table there were (1200) stories from (3)
months selection from year of (2017) in BBC and DW websites, and there were
(470) stories from BBC website, (730) stories from DW website.

Validity and Reliability
- Validity

The researchers presented the study tool to 3specialists arbitrators in
academic affairs and they have expertise in the scientific research field, that
would observations make the tool is applicable and measurement commensurate
with the nature of the research.

- Reliability

To wverify the reliability of the study, two colleagues from mass
communication Faculty at Yarmouk University were assigned to re-analyze 10%
of the study sample, applying Holsti equation wasachieved (87%), which is an
acceptable percentage indicating that the study tool is applicable to the research
objectives.

Data Analysis

By using SPSS program, the following statistical measures were applied:
- Percentage and Frequencies.

- Chi square test (Chi®),to find statistical differences between the analyzed
websites in the categories.
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Research Questions

The study seeks to answer the following questions:

1- What are the topics of Arab affairs in the online coverage of oriented channels
websites? And Are there any statistically significant differences in this
category between the sites analyzed?

2- What are the sources of Arab affairs topics in the online coverage of oriented
channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant differences in
this category between the sites analyzed?

3- What are the types of stories of Arab affairs in the online coverage of oriented
channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant differences in
this category between the sites analyzed?

4- What are the types of coverage of Arab affairs in the online coverage of
oriented channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant
differences in this category between the sites analyzed?

5- What is the size of interest of Arab affairs topics in the online coverage of
oriented channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant
differences in this category between the sites analyzed?

6- What are the frames natures of Arab affairs topics in the online coverage of
oriented channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant
differences in this category between the sites analyzed?

7- What are the frames types of Arab affairs topics in the online coverage of
oriented channels websites? And Are there any statistically significant
differences in this category between the sites analyzed?

Methodology

This study used content analysis to examine BBC and DW covering of Arab
affairs during 2017, Content analysis defined by (Holsti, 1969, p14) that “any
technique for making inferences by objectively and systematically identifying
specified characteristics of messages”.

- Sample

The researchers chose BBC and DW websites as a representative of the
news sites of the oriented channels by using the purposive sample. The
researchers justify the reason for choosing these two sites because each website
represents a different editorial policy, that German policy is more sympathetic
and consistent with the events and issues of the Arab region. This was
manifested by Germany's interest in the issue of the Syrian refugees and its great
interest in providing much assistance to the Arab countries that witnessed
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cognition studies, (is concerned with journalistic frames, that is, journalists’
cognitions as criteria of news production. and how they are presented as
media frames in news reporting. merely trace structures of coverage, that is,
media frames.

(2) The public discourse or social movement approach has a macro focus. Here,
studies examine which political actors can launch their frames in the media.
Media, in this context, are seen as ‘carriers’ for the frames of others and
media content serves as an indicator for the examination of discourse.

(3) The media effects approach. Studies examine how media framing influences
schemata, attitudes, emotions and decisions of media recipients, that is,
media users. Thus, this approach goes beyond the level of mere cognition.

To be able to identify framing in the news, (Entman, 1991) identifies five
popular ways for framing news stories:

- Conflict — conflict between parties can be prioritized, as opposed to the actual
decision made.

- Human Interest/Personalization — presenting a story with human face,
personality is promoted over more important aspects.

- Consequence — consequences can be wide ranging. Pursuing a policy may be
unwise in terms of unity within a party or coalition or in terms of the status
of a nation globally.

- Morality — media coverage can often moralize, sometimes due to the
indiscretions of political actors; or alternative, policies can be seen as
morally questionable. E.g. Michael Moore’s editorializing of the US Patriot
Act, worldwide critique of US foreign policy all takes a moral tone

- Responsibility — attributing responsibility, either for a cause or a solution. In
the wake of Asian Tsunami one frame was “global responsibility” for find
solutions as well as blaming the lack of preparedness on the local
governments.

Nature of Frames

a) Specific — For instance, reporting the Asian Tsunami was linked to
consequences, how many further deaths there could be if aid was not
received, and issues of responsibility.

b) Generic — For example, conflict and the game of politics as opposed to
frames of values.

The researchers applied this theory by Customize two categories they are:

1. Frames nature.

2. Frames types.
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coverage regarding all those involved in the conflict. By and large in a
highly competitive media environment, our findings suggest that in
reporting the US/Al Qaeda conflict Al-Jazeera websites did not provide
different perspectives of the war to Arabic- and English-language online
users.

8- Dimitrova & Connolly (2007) study. A tale of two wars: Framing analysis
of online news sites in coalition countries and the Arab world during
the Iraq war. This study used quantitative content analysis to explore the
websites of prestige news media in the United States and the United
Kingdom, as well as Egypt and Qatar, examining both the frames used by
news media in their coverage of the conflict, as well as the voices heard—
and unheard—throughout the coverage. The analysis showed that the “tale
of war” was constructed differently by the different international media.
Arab online news media were more likely to use the military conflict and
violence of war frame, whereas Coalition media emphasized the rebuilding
of Iraq frame. Differences in the tone of coverage and the use of sources
across the four news media were also found.

Distinguishes this Study from Previous Studies.
The study was distinguished from previous studies as follows:

- The subjects of previous studies varied between the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
the Arab Spring and the Syrian crisis, but the current study focused on the
subject of all Arab affairs.

- Also the present study is distinguished from all previous studies by selecting
distinct analytical categories from other studies, such as the type of
coverage and the nature of the framing,.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework of the study based on framing theory, which
has experienced a rapid development since the mid-1960s, when it emerged in
the field of sociology. Framing has become a multidisciplinary paradigm that
allows the holistic study of media effects on individuals and audiences. Far from
being exclusively located in the sender of information, framing is located in four
elements of the communication process: the sender, the receiver, the
(informative) message and culture (Ardévol-Abreu, p423, 2015).

This classification allows for the specification of three branches of framing
research as Scheufele mention, p403,2004):

(1) The communicator approach either concentrates on journalists’ cognitions or
on media coverage. A sub-field within this approach, which we will call
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between the networks, and between two dimensions of network taxonomy—
western and liberal commercial—in how Arab Spring news selection and
content was visually framed. A systematic comparative analysis was
conducted on visual coverage of the civil unrest in Tunisia, Algeria, Yemen,
Egypt, Libya, and Syria. Three entire newscasts from each network airing
between December, 2010 and June, 2011, were analyzed. The data from
1,951 shots reveal both similarities and differences in how the networks
utilized the human interest and political frames in their Arab Spring
coverage. Results revealed no difference in the application of the human
interest frame between western and liberal networks. However, the
comparison between the individual networks revealed that Alhurra invoked
the political frame more often than Al Jazeera and BBC Arabic.

6- Auter,Shamy, Mills And Elmasry study(2013). Al-Jazeera and Al-
Arabiya framing of the Israel-Palestine conflict during war and calm
periods. This framing study compares Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya coverage
of the Israel-Palestine conflict during the 2008/2009 Gaza conflict and one
year later, during a period of calm. Findings suggest that both networks used
framing mechanisms to highlight Palestinian perspectives over Israeli ones
and frame Palestinians as victims of Israeli aggression. The networks
regularly described Palestinian casualties and showed images of Palestinian
grief, provided more voice to Palestinian sources, and personalized
Palestinian deaths.

7- Fahmy study (2011).Al-Jazeera vs. Al-Jazeera: A comparison of the
network’s English and Arabic online coverage of the US/Al Qaeda
conflict. In light of US criticism that Al-Jazeera network is biased in its
coverage against the United States by aiding the terrorist cause and the fact
that most of the accusations of bias continue to be based on the claim that
Arab media such as Al-Jazeera Arabic include the language of terror
organizations, while its English-language counterpart, Al-Jazeera English, is
being cleansed by changes and omissions, this research sought to investigate
whether these claims could be validated. Examining online coverage of the
US/Al Qaeda conflict in the Arabic-language Al-Jazeera website, these
claims were measured against online coverage of the conflict in the English-
language Al-Jazeera website. By content analyzing prominence of news
stories (frequency and placement), use of sources and tone of coverage, the
research demonstrates a significant difference regarding the placement of
news stories between the English- and Arabic-language Al-Jazeera
websites, but no further differences were found. The overwhelming majority
of attributed sources were from the United States and its allies. Furthermore,
results revealed Al-Jazeera websites did not shy away from negative
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due to the dramatic devastation wrought upon Gaza.Haaretz was found to be
more evenhanded, likely due to its market of Israelis and Jews throughout
the world. BBC Online and Haaretz both relied heavily on official (military
and government sources), while The New York Times relied on experts.
Measures of peace journalism were varied among the variables being
analyzed.

3- Alshathry study (2015). A comparative framing analysis of ISIL in the
online coverage of CNN and Al-Jazeera. This study is a content analysis
of how CNN and Al-Jazeera framed ISIL in their online news coverage
from June to October 2014. A total of 154 stories were analyzed in order to
determine the differences in the news framing and sourcing of ISIL (also
known as ISIS). The websites’ original languages were used, respectively
English (CNN) and Arabic (Al-Jazeera). The study found that CNN and Al-
Jazeera relied heavily on episodic coverage. Also, the conflict frame
dominated CNN coverage while Al-Jazeera used more responsibility and
economic-consequences framing. Regarding sources, the study found that
CNN cited more U.S. officials while Al-Jazeera relied more on other media.

4- Abdul-Nabi study.Based on the peace journalism model: Analysis of Al-
Jazeera’s coverage of Bahrain’s uprising and Syria’s chemical attack.
This study seeks to analyze Al Jazeera coverage on the basis of the Peace
Journalism Model (PJM). The study also aimed to determine whether the
channel is used to promote the foreign policy of Qatar and the GCC
countries during the Bahrain uprising and Al-Gouta attack. The study was
based on the survey method. The sample of the study consisted of (10) news
stories from the Al Jazeera Arabic website and (10) news stories from the
Al Jazeera English website, from March 14, 2011 to March 31, 2011, The
results showed that both channels (100%) reported that Al-Jazeera was used
as propaganda. Claims and accusations from both sides were transmitted
without an informal presentation, based on the analysis of military and
chemical weapons experts.The results also showed that the coverage was
framed within the framework of "Shiite Protesters". The results confirmed
the convergence between the two sites (Al Jazeera Arabic) and (Al Jazeera
English) interest in the subjects of the study.

5- Bruce study (2014).Framing Arab Spring Conflict: A Visual Analysis of
Coverage on Five Transnational Arab News Channel. Which guided by
framing theory, a quantitative content analysis was conducted on news
programming from five transnational satellite news channels that broadcast
to/from the Arab world—Al Jazeera, Al Jazeera English, Al Arabiya,
Alhurra, and BBC Arabic. The project examined if differences exist
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Secondly, this study sought to know the difference between the German
policy and the British policy towards the issues of the Arab region and to
determine the coverage nature of each.

Finally, the study is meant the frameworks of Arab security and political
issues coverage, and to know which ones are most interested in the international
media.

Literature Review

The researchers surveyed previous researches and studies which related to
currently study, and they were able to mention the following studies:

1- Cozma & Kozman study. (2018). The Syrian crisis in US and Lebanese
newspapers: A cross-national analysis. International Communication
Gazette.this comparative content analysis explores how elite newspapers in
the United States and Lebanon covered the international reaction to Syria’s
use of chemical weapons against its own citizens in August 2013. The
analysis addresses the overlap between media and politics from a dual
perspective: how news media in different countries frame international
political crises and how the underlying political and media systems lead to
similarities and variations. The comparison found that Lebanese newspapers
dedicated four times as many stories to the crisis, but coverage in both
countries relied heavily on officials and the conflict frame. When present,
bias in Lebanese newspapers aligned with the partisan ownership of the
news outlets, but their reportage was more thematic than U.S. coverage.

2- Weisman study (2017). Just Coverage and the Path to Peace: Reporting
Operation Protective Edge in Haaretz, BBC Online, and the New York
Times. The study pertains to media coverage of Israel/Palestine, with
emphasis on The New York Times, Israeli publication Haaretz, and BBC
Online coverage of the conflict in Gaza during the summer of 2014. The
study delve quantitatively into the material which was studied, utilizing
measures of bias, as well as indicators of peace journalism to accomplish
the objective of thoroughly analyzing the 351 news stories sampled from the
three publications at hand. The study was employed eleven variables; six
pertaining to news bias and five operationalized indicators of peace
journalism. Also the study was argued that peace journalism is a partial yet
powerful remedy for biased coverage. Although it is considered to be a form
of advocacy journalism, it can when translated onto the pages of
conventional news outlets, shed objective light on even the direst and most
intractable shades of conflict.The study found that The New York Times
and BBC Online favored Palestinians in headlines and photographs, likely
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The abundance and intensity of events in the Arab region was created a
fierce competition between many foreign countries which seek to attract the
attention and guidance of Arab public opinion according to its policy and in
order to serve its objectives, Which led to establishment of satellite channels
speaking in Arabic that Stretching from China eastward to the United States of
America westward which's oriented to the Arab audience.

The political and economic importance of the Arab states has made a small
country such as Denmark think of establishing an Arabic-speaking channel
which broadcasts 24 hours a day many of the programs viewing options for the
Arab viewer. These channels have contributed to breaking the monopoly of
Arabic channels related Arab issues, International satellite channels have
strengthened their presence and influence in public opinion through dialogue
programs and the simulation of the broadcasts of Arab channels, especially the
news (Sayed, 2013, p. 81).

Since the Arabic-speaking Western media have begun to carry out their
activities and directing their messages, they contribute to Arab public opinion
shaping according to what their owners want, the limits of Arabic media in many
aspects help the western channel in their mission, which allows these channels to
influence the Arab audience in one way or another.

And if the Arab media messages are over-exaggerating and falsifying the
facts, It is matched by a professionally crafted message and quiet texts, and
organized news details and analytical readings through advanced scientific
techniques reaching the Arab audience via foreign air, making them attractive
and thus become the recipient's attention (addaly, 2012, p. 1).

Purpose of Study

Political conflicts, security tensions, and civil and sectarian wars in the Arab
region have attracted the attention of international public opinion, that’s making
it a rich material for their media, with large coverage and analysis for the Arab
Affairs.

Accordingly, this is study seeks to examine how Arabic-speaking satellite
channels news websites covered Arab issues, and the study also search to find
out how different between the editorial policy of Britain and Germany about the
Arab affairs through their media.

Importance of the Study

The study is important for several reasons, firstly the lack of local and
Arabic studies in the media library that dealt the German DW channel news site,
the Arab library lacks to some extent the studies of the German news websites.
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to find out the most important topics covered by the Arabic-
language news websites about Arab affairs, and the media sources that these websites
rely on for its news and coverage. The study attempts to identify the nature of media
framing that the websites use when dealing with Arab affairs. The survey method was
used and the study also used the comparative analysis method to identify similarities and
differences in the coverage. Three months were selected from year of (2017) as a
sample. The number of news stories analyzed was (1200) news stories. The study
reached a number of results, most notably:

-International news agencies came in the forefront of the press sources with (51.4%)
followed by private sources (26.3%).

-The press report came in the first rank of the press patterns which was used in
coverage of Arab Affairs (44.8%) followed by news (43.8%).
- Conflict frame was superior to the other frame types with (43.9%), followed by the
responsibility frame (41.6%).
Keywords: News coverage, Media Frames, Arab Affairs, websites, oriented channels.

Introduction

Over the last five years Arab region has suffered from many crises, conflicts
and disturbances. It has also been a copious of wars, armed conflict and the
increasing suffering of peoples, Whether in the Arab region, such as Syria, Iraq,
Yemen, Palestine and elsewhere, or at the regional level, such as the conflicts
between Iran and Turkey or Iran and Saudi Arabia. This is made Arab region is
full of events and unique daily news.
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— China pursues a more multilateral peaceful foreign policy that includes
intensifying its presence in international organizations at both the regional
and the global level.
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secured, and the idea of the "China threat" or "China hegemony" could be

countered

(35)

Figure 5: The Harmonious World in PRC's Perspective since 2005
Source: By the researcher

Conclusion

Although China had been one of the challengers of the international

hegemony practiced by the two superpowers during the Cold War era, the new
international changes after the end of the Cold War namely its international
economic successes play an important role by giving up this course in favor of
building a "harmonious world". Under this assumption, the study concluded that:

China had failed by opposing international hegemony during the era of the
Cold War. It tried to create a united front (once by the "Intermediate Zone"
and another by "Three Words"strategy) with countries belong to the Second
World (European and Japan) and Third World against the superpowers, but
it failed to compensate the importance of the United States and the Soviet
Union for these countries.

Considering its assimilation in globalization process, its deeply relations
with all round international community members, global and regional
powers, markets, and institutions, China has given up opposing traditional
international hegemony (provocation other countries against other powers).

China is trying to prove to the rest of world (especially the Western
countries) that it is no longer a revolutionary state that challenges
international system, but is a responsible member of international
community. The PRC has demonstrated this by calling for a "harmonious
World".
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This peaceful orientation was assured another time in September 2005 as
President Hu Jintao called at the summit for the 60th anniversary of the founding
of the United Nations for a "harmonious World" which could exists through®":

1.  Upholding multipolarity to realize common security and peace for all
countries on the basis that all countries should corporate in preventing wars
and conflicts and safeguarding world security under the shadow of the
United Nations.

2. Promoting mutually beneficial cooperation to achieve common prosperity
and development of all countries.

3. Supporting the spirit of inclusiveness to build a harmonious world together
by enhancing inter-civilization dialogue and exchanges, allowing cultures to
complement one another through competition and comparison, and to
develop together by seeking common ground while putting aside
differences.

4. Encouraging UN reform actively to maintain the authority of the United
Nations, improve its efficacy and give a better scope to its role so that it will
be better empowered to take on new threats and new challenges.

This call could be interpreted that Chinas international behaviour is no more
antagonistic with other powers like United States, Russia and the EU®?. In this
respect, China has to promote and develop the international system so as to build
the idealistic "harmonious world" it advocates. In the same time, China's
contributions are necessary and will benefit both the world community and its
continuing rise®.

Furthermore, China’s future is inextricably and increasingly linked to the
international community, in particular that China’s current economic growth
combined with the acceleration of globalization, deeply connected with the
international community and depends on close and continuing interaction with
global and regional powers, markets, and institutions. China is completely aware
that a series of simple and serious mistakes could easily dent and destroy its
achievements®?.

In addition to that, the promotion of a "harmonious world" serves China's
peaceful development aims. This can be touched through the 12th Five-Year
Plan (2011-2015) period, in which China's foreign policy targets the following
six areas: development, big power relations, promotion of neighbourly
cooperation and mutual trust, consolidation and cooperation of developing
countries, reform of the international system, and ideational mechanism
improvement. By theseall round diplomatic orientations, a "harmonious world"
could be created, during which the growing global influence of China would be
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win PRC’s huge markets. For this reason, a strategic partnership between the
PRC would be an important component in the United States’ strategy in Asia to
strengthen the United States’ position in this competition as well as to counter
any expansionist ambitions in the region, in particular the Japanese and Russian
ambitions. At the same time, Japan would pay a special attention to the PRC, if
Japan tries to play a greater global and regional role by establishing an economic
bloc in East Asia®”.

In the light of these circumstances, China’s perceptions and objectives after
the end of the Cold War have driven a foreign policy that has, for the most part,
accommodated U.S. power, focused on the gradual development of China’s
economic power and its military capabilities, and sought to minimize external
threats®”. On this basis, the PRC has tried to manage its relations with these
powers under the main purpose of the PRC’s independent foreign policy, and to
mainta(izgl) a stable and peaceful international environment, especially in East Asia
region .

To reach this target, the PRC began at the beginning of the second
millennium, to follow a new approach toward the great powers, whose
components depends on®:

— Reviving its strategic relations with Russia against any possible Western
threat,

— Avoiding possible confrontation and tensions with global and regional
powers,

— Maintaining positive ties with the Western countries particularly with the
United States - regardless of some crises in the relations between the two
parties like Taiwan crisis 1996 and Yugoslavia 1999

— Building good ties with neighbouring and Third World countries especially
that China still needs a peaceful international environment for its economic
success.

Under these circumstances, the PRC began to promote the concept of
"Peaceful Rise" in attempt to refute the realistic Western suspicions that China
will most likely challenge the international system through its industrial
economic power and its expansion in armaments, as well as to convince other
powers that China is the beneficiary of the economic globalization and
international system, and therefore to maintain a cooperative relations with
Western countries and safeguard the stability of the international system is a
vital interest to development of the Chinese economy®”.
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Therefore, avoiding alliance or strategic relationship with the Soviet Union
or the United States and opposing their hegemony offered a good opportunity for
the PRC to manoeuvre and to search for a pivot-position in the strategic triangle
relationship with both superpowers®”. At the same time, strengthening
cooperation on economic, trade, science, and technology issues with them and
with other countries was also one of the important elements in achieving this
pivotal position. Under this course, the PRC intensified its openness and contacts
with Second and Third World countries.

Figured4: The Condiractory World in PRCs Perspective during the 1980s.
Source: By the researcher.

4. Accommodating Hegemony and calling for a''Harmonious World"
1990-2018

In light of the end of the Cold War and the disintegration of theSoviet
Union, the PRC’s foreign policy was forced to rearrange its international agenda
to face any possible challenge that would emerge in the light of collapse. In
other words, the Soviet disintegration reduced the PRC’s position in the Sino-
Soviet-American strategic triangle, decreased the PRC’s strategic manoeuvrable
capability and the contributed in emerging of the United States as the lonely
hegemon superpower. Therefore, various arguments tried to predict the PRC’s
foreign policy in the post-Cold War era: Some of them believed that the PRC
could no longer exploit the contradiction between the Soviet Union and the
United States to have more attention to the PRC’s position as the Western
industrial countries did in the Cold War era and the PRC would be the next
United States’ victim in the East-West conflict®. Others urged that the PRC
would benefit from the growing competition and contradiction among the major
economic powers: The United States, Japan, and Western Europe, which try to
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hegemony of the Soviet Union and the United States. But in the late 1970s, the
Chinese clearly tried to entice the United States in this "united front" to isolate
the Soviet Union. For this reason, the PRC began to improve its relations with
all countries that could contribute in the formation of this new" united front":

The Third World countries, the Socialist countries, and the second World
(22)

countries which consist of Japan and Western Europe

Figure3: The Condiractory World in PRCs Perspective during the 1970s
Source: By the researcher

With the announcement of its independent foreign policy in 1982, the PRC
tried to create more favourable position for itself in the Sino-Soviet-American
strategic triangle. To achieve this goal, the PRC began to move toward a more
balanced relationship with superpowers. For this reason, the PRC continued to
cooperate with the United States while simultaneously normalizing Sino-Soviet
relations, which were careful and limited without alarming and alienating the
United States'™. Through this adjustment in the Chinese foreign policy, the PRC
sought to achieve the following advantages:

— Improving the PRC’s position in the strategic triangle with the superpowers.

— Creating a peaceful environment that would guarantee stability around the
Chinese periphery and enable the PRC to make considerable cuts in military
expenditure.

— Improving the PRC’s economic situation as a result of the economic
opening, this would include economic and trade contacts with the Soviet
Union and the East European countries in addition to the Western countries.

— Reducing superpower hegemony and enhancing the opportunity to create an
international multipolar system.
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3. Anti-Hegemony through "Three Worlds Strategy" 1971-1990

The PRC’s entrance into the United Nations influenced the PRC to change
its position regarding the UN. Initially it regarded it as an American imperialist
instrument during the previous two decades, the United Nations became a
suitable forum for the PRC, where they could articulate and implement their

strategy through the following®”:

1. The United Nations gave the PRC an opportunity to expand its relations
with other countries, which meant the end of its international isolation. This
was of course at the expense of its rival regime on Taiwan.

2. The United Nations opened the door to the PRC to increase its political
influence through its veto right in the Security Council. This helped the
PRC improve its international position toward superpowers, in particular,
the Soviet Union.

3. Through its position in the United Nations, PRC regarded itself as the
spokesman for Third World demands against superpowers hegemony.

Under these circumstances, the PRC began to improve its relations with
other countries hoping that it could expand its influence to mobilize their efforts
to counter the superpower hegemony in general and the Soviet threat, in
particular. The Chinese strategy was characterized in accordance with the “Three
Worlds” strategy that proclaimed by Deng Xiaopeng at the 6" Special Session of
the UN General Assembly in April 1974. In accordance with this strategy, the
Chinese divided the world for three parts®":

1. The First World included the United States and the Soviet Union.

2. The Second World consisted of the remaining developed countries such as
West Europe and Japan.

3. The Third World included the developing countries in Asia, Africa, Latin
America, and other regions.

In accordance with this strategy, the PRC regarded the superpowers as
international exploiters and oppressors. They were the source of world war.
They sought to exploit their nuclear capability as an instrument to bring the
remainder of the world under their control through subversion, interference,
aggression, and economic exploitation. The countries of the Second and the
Third Worlds were controlled, threatened, and suffered from colonialist and
imperialist oppression and exploitation. In the meantime, these countries strove
to oppose the superpower hegemony and sought to free themselves from the
First World enslavement. Therefore, the PRC attempted to exploit this
contradiction between the superpowers and the rest of the world, calling upon
the Third World and the Second World to establish a united front to oppose the
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United States. On the contrary, a careful rapprochement with the United States
would be the best alternative to the PRC and would present different
advantages"'®:

1. A strategically protection against the external threats.

2. Breaking off the PRC’s international isolation by assisting the PRC’s entry
into the United Nations.

3.  Economic assistance from the Western industrial countries.
Improving the PRC’s position towards Taiwan.

This was followed by the American table tennis team’s visit in April 1971,
which opened the door for more positive measures such as: the abolishing the
United States’ embargo on direct trade with the PRC, followed by Kissinger’s
visit to China in July 1971, in which it was confirmed that President Nixon had
accepted the Chinese invitation to visit the PRC Finally, came the Nixon’s
historical visit during the period 21-28 February 1972. At the end of this visit,
the two sides agreed to a joint declaration ”Shanghai Communiqué”, which
called for promoting efforts toward the normalization of relations between the
two sides'"”. According to this redefinition of China’s international policy after
1969, the PRC resumed returning its ambassadors to their posts in 1969 and
actively sought establishment of official relations with almost all other states™.

Because of the PRC’s new ties with other states, many countries in the
United Nations openly sought to admit the PRC to the United Nations"?.
Thereby, and after 22 years of international isolation, the PRC could take its
place in the United Nations as a permanent member in the Security Council.

Figure2: The Condiractory World in PRCs Perspective during the 1960s.
Source: By the researcher.
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the PRC, the new treaty contained a secret protocol providing for the stationing
of Soviet troops in Mongolia. A few months later, many Soviet forces were
deployed into forward positions in Mongolia and along the Chinese border. By
the end of 1967, the number of the Soviet troops increased and totalled between
250,000 and 350,000"”. Thereafter, the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia in
August 1968 heightened the Chinese fear of the Soviet threat, and proved the
readiness of the Soviet Union to suppress any dissenting ally by force. This
could have meant that the PRC might be the next Soviet victim. These
incregg}ng fears became real with armed clashes between both sides in March
1969

These developments promoted the PRC to add the Soviet Union on its list of
majors’ enemies, which must be confronted. The IX Chinese National Congress
expressed this position in April 1969 as Lin Piao (Vice Chairman of the
Communist Party of China 1969-1971) declared that there were at that time four
main contradictions in the world"*:

1. The contradiction between the oppressed nations on one hand, and
imperialism and social-imperialism on the other.

2. The contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the
capitalist and revisionist countries.

3. The contradiction between imperialist and social-imperialist countries and
among the imperialist countries.

4. The contradiction between socialist countries on one hand and imperialism
and social-imperialism on the other.

Therefore, the PRC regarded Soviet control over East European countries
and the People’s Republic of Mongolia, in addition to its troop’s presence along
the Chinese border as the most dangerous threat against China and other
countries, and all countries and people should oppose this "new Soviet
imperialist revisionism" as the PRC. In the meantime, the United States
indicated a willingness to begin peace talks with North Vietnam and was looking
for a way to withdraw its forces from the Indochina war to meet the increasing
Soviet challenge in Europe and the Middle East"”.

On the other side, Chou En-lai (the first prime minister of the PRC 1949-
1976) encouraged opening relations with the West and a cautious approach to
the United States. He was aware that any confrontation with both superpowers
would cost them too much, since the PRC was not strong enough to oppose the
Soviet Union and the United States at the same time. Moreover, the possibility
of uniting with the "intermediate zone" countries was also difficult considering
their ties with the Superpowers. A relaxing of relations with the Soviet Union
was not considered acceptable for the PRC although it would protect it from the
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American hegemony. The Chinese believed that an improvement of relations
with the Japanese would contribute to building this desired "united front" with
the "Intermediate Zone" countries. Strong Sino-Japanese relations would
strengthen this front against the United States and the Soviet Union".
Furthermore, relations with Japan, which developed into an economic power,
would hopefully enable the PRC to obtain improved Japanese technology.
Meanwhile, the Sino-Soviet conflict and French recognition of the PRC in 1964
led Japan open relations with China. This trend intersected with the orientation
of the new Japanese government which sought to open economic ties with all
nations regardless of their political systems. This increased trade between the
two sides®. Moreover, PRC interest in the West European countries began to
grow, especially after the failure of the “Great Leap Forward” in 1958 at the
time that Sino-Soviet relations began to deteriorate. Thus, in 1958, the PRC
established a commercial council with Western Germany in addition to that
already established with Britain in 1955, The PRC also tried to end its isolation
that made by the superpowers through applying this strategy, in which Western
Europe play an important role by its unification with The Third World- as the
strategy- to free of the superpower hegemony, which seeks to seize the
“Intermediate Zone” and bring its countries under their control. With this
strategy, the PRC sought to weaken both centres of polarity and to improve its
position in the international system. It sought also to enhance the contradictions
within the Western camp and create antagonism among the Western allies,
which would weaken United States influence in the world. On the other hand,
this strategy could increase Western European fears of a Soviet threat and could
create an alliance relationship between the PRC and Western European
countries. This would greater possibility of obtaining European loans and
technological aid. This Chinese hope grew, particularly with the French
recognition of the PRC in Jan 1964. But then with the outbreak of the Cultural
Revolution 1966-1968 and China’s support of the Vietnamese struggle 1965
bilateral relations with Western European countries deteriorated"'?.

Under these circumstances, the PRC’s foreign policy during the 1960s was
characterized by growing opposition to both superpowers and by attempts to
form a "united front" with Third World and Second World countries against the
United States and the Soviet Union. These attempts failed during the Cultural
Revolution, during which the PRC gravitated toward a more isolationist

position" ",

With the end of the 1960s, new international changes began to play an
important role in reorienting of the PRC’s foreign policy. The Soviet threat
began to intensify, particularly with its renewal the 1936 treaty of mutual
security between Mongolia and the Soviet Union in January 1966. According to
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American Hegemony, regarding to improve its position in the International
World System, in particular, China considered the United States as its main
enemy after the latter recognized the Kai-shek regime in Taiwan, and after the
military confrontation they had gathered in the Korean War 1950-53. This
alignment was also a good instrument to implement some of the Chinese
purposes and interests in developing relations with other countries (the Socialist
Camp and the Third World) to attain its own aims and objectives®.

o

Figurel: The Condiractory World in PRCs Perspective during the 1950s.
Source: By the researcher.

2. Anti-Superpowers Hegemony 1960-1970

With the expansion of Sino-Soviet rift in the second half of the 1950s,
coupled with the increasing hostility toward the United States, the PRC began to
look for a new option to counter its loss of its Soviet ally against the United
Sates. This new approach incorporated a redefinition of the "Intermediate Zone"
strategy'®, which asserts that there is an intermediate zone between the United
States and the Soviet Union. This zone consists of two parts: the first zone
includes the underdeveloped countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, which
remain in continuous struggle against American imperialism. The second
intermediate zone includes the developed countries in Western Europe, Canada,
and other capitalist countries, which were also attempting to free themselves of
United States hegemony, which try to bring these countries under the American
control before it destroy the Socialist states. Thus, a "united front" between both
parts of the "Intermediate Zone" and the Socialist countries would share the
same interest of opposing the American imperialism and prevent its aggression.
To achieve this strategy, the PRC tried to improve its relations with Japan and
Western Europe to encourage them to cooperate with the newly independent
countries in the Third World countries, and the Socialist countries against
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3. Zheng, Y.&Tok, S. (2007)."Harmonious Society" and "Harmonious world:
Chinas Policy Discourse under Hu Jintao. In this paper, the author discusses
how the policy discourse "Harmonious world "has become the guideline of
the Chinese Communist Party how its defining the discourse of political
power in China under the Chinese president Hu Jintao.

4. Zheng, B. (2005). China's "Peaceful Rise" to Great Power-Status. The
author describes how China advocates a new international political and
economic order, one that can be achieved through incremental reforms and
the democratization of international relations.

1. Anti-American Hegemony 1949-1959

After assuming power in China and the establishing the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) on October 1, 1949 under the leadership of Mao Zedong, the
new leadership believed that the future of the PRC merited the adoption of
Marxist-Leninist ideology to compensate for what they had lost to their
imperialist overlords'”, as well as to recover their rightful position among the
community of nations after a "Shameful Century" of foreign domination'®.
Therefore, China's world view was based on its purely Marxist grounds. The
PRC believed that the world situation was characterized by the following

contradictions®:

—  The contradiction between Socialism and Capitalism.

— The contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeois within the
Capitalist states.

—  The contradiction between the oppressed nations and the imperialism.
—  The contradiction among the various imperialist states.

—  The contradiction among various mono-capitalist groups.

In accordance with these contradictions, the Chinese government viewed the
"class struggle" as the driving force for both individual and international
relations, which means clearly that the conflict between Communism and
Capitalism was the main contradiction, which made the World Revolution and
the struggle against Imperialism and Capitalism (US and its allies) as the leading
purpose of the Chinese foreign policy in this period”. For this reason, the PRC
had regarded the USA and its allies as a real threat who try to hinder the
inevitable growth of the socialist states’ power —under which the PRC-, and will
try to destroy the Chinese power. Therefore, the PRC aligned itself during the
first half of the 1950s with the Soviet Union as a recognized leader of the
Socialist World to counter this imperialist ambition of the United States. After
the Communist leadership formed this worldview. Quite obviously, the
alignment to the Soviet Union was one of its instruments to counter the
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— The subject of the study is linked to one of the rising powers, which has
economic, political and military weight in the existing international system.

— The subject makes a theoretical contribution to the analysis of China's
foreign policy by presenting China's perspective toward the international
system.

— The subject of this study is characterized by novelty and theoretical
modernity, where the researcher relied on a purely theoretical framework in
the analysis of Chinese attitudes towards the existing international system.
Therefore, this study will provide some important and basic information to
many interested in Chinese affairs.

—  The study will try to analyze the nature of the relationship between China
and the actors of the international system, especially the United States and
Russia in a theoretical framework that may contribute in understanding the
interlocking relationship among these actors.

Hypothesis

To answer the previous questions, and to achieve its purposes, the study is
based on the premise that "the more China benefits from the hegemony of the
global economic system, the more it will call for a harmonious world and give
up opposing international hegemony practiced by other powers".

Methodology

The study employs the analytical approach based on the theory of
neorealism in the analysis of Chinese trends in achieving its goals, considering
that national security and interest has been a cornerstone of Chinese policy in
recent years. In addition, the historical approach will be used to examine the
reasons stands beyond the Chinese new call for a "harmonious world".

Literature Review

There are many literatures that are related to this subject such as:

1. Keyuan, Z. (2012). Building a 'Harmonious world": A Mission Impossible.
The author examines in this article the doctrine of "harmonious world" to
see whether it is practical in conducting international relations between
China and the rest of the world and how China should adjust its foreign
policy thinking to better cope with the more complicated world.

2. Medeiros, S. (2009). China's International Behaviour. This monograph
analyzes the Chinese foreign policy and assesses the challenges for China in
implementing its strategy, and evaluates the implications for U.S. interests
and U.S. policy
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Introduction

From its inception in 1949 until the beginning of the new millennium, the
People's Republic of China witnessed a continuous cycle of confrontations with
the poles of the international system. After the confrontation with the United
States since the 1950s, which was later enhanced by a new confrontation the
Soviet Union until the end of the 1980s, and renewed another time with the
United States after the end of the Cold War, rejection the international
hegemony practiced by the both superpowers over the affairs of the international
system has been a cornerstone of China's global policy for "unacceptable"
international hegemony whatever its source.

Perhaps China's goal at that time was to try to mobilize the Third World and
the Second World countries (Europe and Japan) against the two superpowers
(the United States in special), who posed at various times a threat to China's
security until the end of the 1990s.With the beginning of the new millennium,
China gradually seemed to give up its provocative propaganda against
international hegemony; and has begun to call for a "harmonious world", in
which all international powers, including China itself, could share in its
management.

Statement of the Problem and study questions

The study tries to reveal the shift in China's view of international hegemony,
which has been criticized for long decades by Beijing through answering the
following questions:

1. How has China shaped its global outlook after the end of the World War 11?7

2. What was the Chinese perspective on international hegemony during the
Cold War?

3. What are the reasons for China to change its perspective on international
hegemony after the Cold War?

4.  What is China's current view of international hegemony?
Objectives and Significance

This study seeks to achieve many goals. The most important of these lie in
revealing China's perspective on the issue of international hegemony during the
East-West conflict, as well as on the change that took place after the end of this
conflict.

Meanwhile, the study derives its significance from the following
considerations:
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Abstract

This paper will analyze the People Republic of China's (PRC) position toward
international hegemony in the context of the PRC's global perspective since its
establishment in 1949 until the end of 2018. The study aims to expose China's attempts
to oppose this hegemony throughout the Cold War by forming a "united front" against
the two superpowers: the United States and the Soviet Union. Furthermore, it aims to
clarify why China has abandoned this strategy and has called for a "harmonious world"
since 2005. The study is based on the premise that "the more China benefits from the
hegemony of the global economic system, the more it will call for a harmonious world
and give up opposing international hegemony practiced by other powers.” The study is
divided into four sections. The first examines China's position toward American
hegemony in the 1950s. The second explains China's worldview of the "Intermediate
Zone" to form a "unified front" against the hegemony of the superpowers through the
1960s. The third reveales China's attempt to establish this united front through the
Chinese "Three Worlds" strategy which dominated China's Worldview from the 1970s
until the end of the Cold War. The fourth section shows the shift in China's attitude
toward international hegemony after China has abandoned the idea of traditional
provocation against the hegemony of international powers and began to call for a
"harmonious world", in which China could participate. The researcher uses both the
historical and analytical descriptive method to explain this study. The study concluds
that China has failed to oppose international hegemony practiced by the two
superpowers during the Cold War, and its improved position in the global economic
system as an economic and political power after the end of the Cold War has made
Beijing seek to expand its network of peaceful relations with all international and
regional powers in a hope to create a "harmonious world" that serves its economic
success as well as its global rise.

Keywords: China, International Hegemony, "Intermediate Zone" strategy, "Three
Worlds" strategy, "Harmonious World".
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PCK enhances students’ achievement and the quality of the learning-teaching
process in general (Guerriero, 2013). Unfortunately, the present study has shown
that Jordanian English language in-service teachers’ PCK isn’t sufficient enough
to produce satisfactory results regarding students' achievement, scoring only a
medium level of knowledge.

In light of the results of this study, the following recommendations can be
made:

1-Conducting studies to measure pre-service and in-service English language
teachers’ PCK since such studies are rare.

2-Conducting studies to examine the nature of PCK and how to develop it in the
field of English language teaching.

3-Carrying out studies to investigate the relationship between teachers” PCK and
students’ achievement in English.

4-Devising training programs for teachers to develop their PCK and create
effective learning environments for all students.
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As Ball (1991:5) said, ‘Teachers cannot help children learn things they
themselves do not understand’. This result may be attributed to the fact that
teachers’ academic knowledge, whether they have an A.A., B.A. or even M.A,,
is not adequate enough since curricula taught at educational institutions may lack
courses that provide student teachers with the required knowledge which is of
great importance to demonstrate their understanding before they are practically
engaged in the teaching experience.Teachers’ knowledge about the subject
matter they teach and about language teaching itself in terms of different aspects
like phonology, syntax, grammar, written and spoken language use may not be
adequate enough. This result is in line with the study of Al-Jaro et al (2017) who
analyzed the curricula of English Teacher Education Program (ETEP) at the
faculty of Education of Sana'a University in Yemen and found that they lacked
courses that could enhance student teachers’ needed content knowledge to be
reflected on their teaching practices. In addition, it is in harmony with the study
of Batur and Balcis’ (2013) and Cesur and Ertas (2018), who found that
teachers’ content knowledge was not appropriate enough and that teachers were
less confident about it.

Concerning pedagogical knowledge, the results showed that teachers did not
know enough about how to teach in an effective way. The results of this study
showed that some teachers found difficulties in understanding the ways students
think and in identifying their misconceptions. Moreover, their knowledge about
how to organize, present, assess and adapt different topics and problems
according to their learners’ abilities and interests was not sufficient. This result
may be due to the fact that teachers lack strategies, techniques, insights, methods
and understanding of the educational context to transfer knowledge since student
teachers’ preparation at the university or college level focuses more on the
academic than on the practical aspect of teaching. In general, the results showed
that the integration between what teachers know about what they teach, about
the process of teaching and how to teach was not adequate and needed to be
improved. This result is in line with most studies of the related literature such as
Batur and Balcis (2013), Ibrahim (2016), Kultsum (2017) and Cesur and Ertas
(2018).

Conclusion and Recommendations

Teachers and their efficient ways of teaching are key factors of students'
success. Thus, they need to transfer their knowledge to students in an organized
and appropriate way. Such kind of knowledge is called pedagogical content
knowledge, which enables teachers to understand how students think and learn,
know their conceptions and their misconceptions, what topics are easy or not
casy for them and how to assess their learning. Having an appropriate level of
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should stop comparing between their first language and English language and
should learn more about singular and plural nouns to understand them deeply”.

Teachers’ responses to problem 4: Five teachers failed to understand
Mahmoud’s thinking way, while the others said that Mahmoud may have
thought that wherever “gh” are found together, they are not pronounced,
considering this as a rule. Moreover, only five of them gave vague reasons as to
why letters are silent in English, saying that “It's all to do with the history of
some letters. We, for example, used to pronounce the 'gh' with a hard h like the
Scottish but then the French invaders added a g to the h to reflect the 'hard' h
sound. We leave the gh in there to show the origins and history of the word and
sometimes it is a grammar issue”. Besides, only two teachers were aware of
some general rules of silent letters, but their knowledge was not enough.
Moreover, all teachers found difficulty in determining appropriate assessment
criteria for Mahmoud’s answer. For example, one of the teachers said that “the
last two words are wrong, so Mamhood's Mark is 3/5”. Obviously; his
assessment was wrong because only (cough) was wrong. In fact, no one could
determine acceptable criteria to assess Mahmoud’s answer. Finally, five of the
teachers found difficulty in suggesting suitable solutions for the problem of
silent letters, giving actually only vague answers.

Teachers’ responses to problem 5: All teachers pointed out that the
reasons behind students’ difficulties in writing in English are related to lack of
practice, enthusiasm and motivation. In fact, there are other reasons that teachers
failed to mention, such as the lack of students’ vocabulary storage, and
difficulties with word order, tense, spelling, and punctuation. In addition, six
teachers said that “A, B, C and F would help students to improve their writing
while D and E wouldn’t”. Conceming other solutions to improve students’
writing, eight teachers mentioned similar solutions to the ones presented by the
researchers. Only one teacher added two solutions: “asking students to write
authentic topics related to their real life and providing them with appropriate and
sufficient feedback”.

Discussion

Teachers’ appropriate PCK is a key factor and a vital element that facilitates
students’ learning in a suitable way. Park and Oliver (2008) stated that PCK
requires teachers not only to master the content of the subject they teach but also
to deliver it in a proper way. In this study, the results showed that Jordanian
teachers did not have an adequate and tolerable content knowledge in English
language. Three of them had the same misconception that students had about
using “a” and “an”. Besides, most of them didn’t know the difference between
“have to” and “must”, and only two knew some general rules about silent letters.
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of the teachers said that students should know that “a” is used in front of
consonants and “an” is used in front of vowels, which is the same misconception
that students have. Whereas the other six said that students should know that “a”
is used in front of a word that begins with a consonant sound and “an” is used in
front of a word that begins with a vowel sound. In fact, the six teachers
presented the correct grammatical rule as a solution but didn’t mention how to
present it to students and train them to distinguish between vowels and
consonants through, for example, listening to audio tapes, giving them work
sheets, playing games, or giving them clear examples.

Teachers’ responses to problem 2: Four of the teachers found difficulty in
answering the question about the prerequisite knowledge that Muna might not
have had. However, five teachers answered it but in different ways. For
example, one teacher said, “Muna should know that libraries have policies for
lending or renting books, because there is a record of these books in the system
and she should know that if she doesn’t return them on time a fine will be
given”. Another teacher said, “Muna might not know the difference between
should, must and have to (modals of obligation)” without mentioning the
difference. In fact, five teachers couldn’t form appropriate questions to
understand Muna’s misconception. For example, teachers could ask Muna: Why
do you want to return the books to the library? What has made you do that?
What is the source of obligation? Does the obligation come from outside (the
library law) or does it come from inside (your inner self)? If it comes from
outside (external obligation), Muna needs to use the word “have to”; if it comes
from inside, she needs to use the word “must”. Besides, five teachers failed to
give Muna real world examples to help her, while four gave examples, such as “I
have to get a visa to go to America”; “I have to get a license to drive a car”.

Teachers’ responses to problem 3: Four teachers found difficulty in
determining Ahlam’s way of thinking while the other five said that “Ahlam
considered the word “information” as the subject of the sentence and thought
that it was a plural noun”. One teacher said that “Ahlam made a mistake in
adding "the" before the word “information” as not all nouns take “the”. Of
course, what he said was totally wrong because Ahlam’s mistake was not related
to the use of the definite article "the". On the other hand, eight teachers related
Ahlam’s mistake to only one grammatical misconception, saying that “Ahlam
translated the word “information” into Arabic “ma’loomat” and thought it was
plural like the Arabic word, so she used “are” instead of “is”. No one said that
Ahlam's mistake was in thinking that “question types” is the subject of the
sentence, so she used the verb “are” (subject —verb agreement). Concerning the
suggested solution, eight teachers offered insufficient solutions such as “students
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The results show that in-service English language teachers face difficulties
in determining students ‘misconceptions about different issues of English
language. Moreover, they do not have sufficient assessment knowledge and find
difficulties in forming appropriate criteria. Teachers’ total scores of all the five
problems were calculated as presented in Table 3 below.

Table 3: Teachers’ Total Scores of all Five Problems
Problem 1 Problem 2 Problem 3 Problem4 Problem 5 Total

Teachers (out of 9) (out of12) (out of 9) (out of15) (out of 6) (out of 51)
4 7 4 5 5 4 25
9 8 9 7 10 5 39

Teachers’ levels were determined according to their answers to all five
problems. Their levels are presented in table 4.

Table 4: Teachers’ Pedagogical Content Knowledge Levels

Levels F  Percentage %
Level 1 (Low) 17-25 4 44%
Level 2 (medium) 26-41 5 56%
Level 3 (high) 42-51 0 0%
Total 9 100%

None of the teachers had a high PCK level, but 56%of them had a medium
level, while 44% of them scored a low level.

Teachers' responses were also analyzed in a qualitative way, as presented in
the following:

Teachers’ responses to problem 1: Three of the nine teachers pointed out
that Ahmad asked Ali about whether to say “ax-ray machine or an x -ray
machine” because they were in class or about to have an exam; he wanted to
learn and understand well. The other six said that he asked the question in order
to know the difference between "a" and "an”. Honestly, six of them could
understand Ahmad’s and Ali’s ways of thinking. They said that Ahmad might
have had a misconception about the basic difference between “a” and “an”. He
may have asked that question because he thought that “a” is used only in front of

consonants and “an” is used only in front of vowels (a,e,o,u,i), and “x” is not a
vowel. Concerning the solutions to overcome the students’ misconceptions, three
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Results

In order to answer the question of the study, frequencies and percentages of
English language teachers’ responses according to the categories of the problems
were computed and are shown in Table 2:

Table 2: Frequencies and Percentages of English Language Teachers’
Responses According to the Categories of the Problems

Given points

Problems |Categories Points 1 | Points 2 | Points 3

F| (%) | F| (%) | F| (%)

3133% (0] 0% |6 |67%

Understanding  students’ way  of]
Problem |thinking and misconceptions.

1 Determl?lng the _reasons behind 3133% 10l 0% |6
students’ misconceptions.

Suggesting solutions to overcome
students’ misconceptions.

67%

T178% | 2| 22% | 0| 0%

Upderstand}ng students 4 a5 | 21 200 | 3 | 33%
Problem |misconceptions.
2 Determining the reasons behind

0, o 0
students’ misconceptions. 4| 4% | 5| 55% | 0| 0%

Asking suitable questions to reveal
students’ misconceptions.

Being able to relate students’ learning
to real world situations

Understanding  students’ way  of]
Problem |thinking and their misconceptions.

3 Determining the reasons behind
students’ misconceptions.

Suggesting solutions to overcome
students’ misconceptions.
Understanding  students’ way  of]
Problem |thinking and their misconceptions.

4 Having sufficient knowledge of the
topics they teach.

Suggesting solutions to overcome
students’ misconceptions.

Determining suitable criterion for s 1559 | 4| 45% | 0
assessment

Assessmg students’ answer in an s 1550 | 4| 45% | 0
appropriate way.

Determining students’ difficulties in
Problem |learning.

5 Suggesting  suitable solutions to
overcome students’ difficulties.
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1 |11% | 8| 89% | 0| 0%

1 |11% | 8| 8% | 0| 0%

5(55% |4 | 45% | 0| 0%

T178% | 2] 22% | 0| 0%

5(55% | 4| 45% | 0| 0%

0%

0%

1 | 11% | 7] 78% | 1| 11%
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- Criteria for problem 2 were understanding students’ misconceptions,
determining the reasons behind students’ misconception, asking suitable
questions to reveal students’ misconceptions, and being able to relate
students’ learning to real world situations.

- Criteria for problem 4 were understanding students’ way of thinking and
misconceptions, having sufficient knowledge of the topics they teach,
suggesting solutions to overcome students’ misconceptions, determining
suitable criteria for assessment, and assessing students’ answers in an
appropriate way.

- Criteria for problem 5 were determining students’ difficulties in learning and
suggesting suitable solutions to overcome students’ difficulties.

After applying these criteria, the highest score obtained was 51 and the
lowest was 17. Three points were given to correct answers with sufficient
explanation, 2 points were given to correct answers with insufficient explanation
and 1 point was given to unsuitable answers. Scores between 42-51 were
determined as Level 3 (Excellent), scores between 26 -41 were determined as
Level 2 (Medium) and scores between 17 -25 were determined as Level 1 (low).
The researchers computed the teachers’ total scores on all the five problems and
scores were explained in terms of the following levels:

- Level 3 (excellent): Having sufficient knowledge of the topic; understanding
students’ problems and the reasons behind them; forming appropriate
questions to understand students’ way of thinking; finding out solutions to
eliminate students’ problems; determining suitable assessment criteria and
assessing students' answers in terms of these criteria.

- Level 2 (medium): Having sufficient knowledge of the topics; understanding
students’ problems and the reasons behind them; forming appropriate
questions to understand students’ way of thinking; facing difficulties by
creating solutions to eliminate and process students’ problems; facing
difficulties in determining suitable assessment criteria and assessing
students' answers in terms of these criteria.

- Level 1 (low): Having insufficient knowledge of the topics they teach; facing
difficulties in understanding students’ problems and the reasons behind
them; being unable to ask suitable questions to understand students’ way of
thinking; being unable to create solutions to eliminate students’ problems;
facing difficulties in determining suitable assessment criteria and assessing
students’ answers in terms of these criteria.
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To ensure reliability, the instrument was verified by applying and re-
applying it (test- retest) two weeks later to another group that consisted of (5)
English teachers not included in the original study sample. Pearson correlation
coefficient between the estimates was then measured at both times. Cronbach’s
coefficient o was used to calculate the internal consistency coefficient of the
problems of the instrument. Table 1 shows these values, considered appropriate
for the purpose of this study.

Table 1: Cronbach’s coefficient and Pearson correlation coefficient of the
Dimensions of the Instrument (problems of the study)

Probl Cronbach’s Pearson correlation
roblems coefficient coefficient
1 0.91 0.89
) 0.91 0.92
3 0.93 0.90
4 0.91 0.88
5 0.90 0.85
Total value of the 0.95 0.93

problems as a whole

Procedures of the Study

The following procedures were adopted for the purpose of collecting data:
Identifying the objective of the study; determining the sample of the study;
developing the instrument of the study (five open ended problems); applying the
instrument; analyzing the results in light of the aim of the study; drawing
conclusions and recommendations according to the study results.

Data analysis

The collected data were analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. For
quantitative analysis, 17 criteria were adopted, taking into consideration PCK
components, in order to evaluate teachers’ responses according to them.

- Criteria for problems 1 and 3 were understanding students’ way of thinking and
their misconceptions, determining the reasons behind students’
misconceptions, and suggesting solutions to overcome students’
misconceptions.
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Problem 4: The teacher asked Mahmoud to write down five words that contain silent
letters and to say why such letters are silent.

Mahmoud’s answer: Thought Brought Caught Through Cough. Honestly, I don’t
know why “gh” are silent letters.

-Discuss Mahmoud’s way of thinking. -Justify why some letters are silent in English?
-What are the general rules for silent letters? -Determine assessment criteria for
Mahmood’s answer. -What is Mahmoud’s mark according to your criteria? -
What are the solutions for this problem?

Problem 5: The following conversation took place between Rahaf and Rafeef, two
10th grade students.

Rahaf: I feel really disappointed.

Rafeef: Why?

Rahaf: I face many difficulties in writing about any topic in English. My marks in
writing tests are always low.

Rafeef: Me too. In fact, I don’t know what to do!

-What are the reasons behind students’ difficulties in writing different topics in
English? -Here are some suggested solutions; indicate if such solutions would
help students or not:

Suggested solutions Would help
students

A-Using warm —up activities to increase students’ motivation
towards writing.

B-Teach students how to organize their writing in terms of the
introduction, the main body and the end.

c- Train students on how to use "mapping" and “brainstorming”
techniques.

d-Ask students to take out descriptive phrases to make sentences
shorter.

e-Tell students that every single idea shouldn’t take more than a
few sentences.

f-Ask students to share their ideas with other students and to work
in groups.

A, B, C and F would help. D and E wouldn’t help.

-What are other solutions for this problem?

Figurel: English In-class Problems
Validity and Reliability of the Study Instrument

In order to validate the instrument, the researchers asked a jury of EFL
university professors to judge whether or not the open ended problems of the
study were clear and suitable. Following their suggestions, one of the problems
was omitted because of its ambiguity, leaving the study with five problems
instead of the suggested six.
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willingness to participate in the study. Surprisingly, the researchers noticed that
the majority of English language teachers, although they were clearly informed
about the pedagogical aims of the research, refused to participate in the study
and that many didn’t even know what PCK meant.

Instrument of the Study

The researcher used one instrument, which consisted of five open ended
problems, to collect the data. In fact, the researchers adapted the instrument of
Turnuklu and Yesildere (2007), who used four open ended problems to find out
pre—service mathematics teachers’ approaches in order to determine their PCK,
to suit the English language field. Each of the five problems focused on
teachers’ attempts to explain students’ misconceptions or difficulties in
grammar, pronunciation and writing. In fact, teachers are expected to understand
students’ way of thinking, find out appropriate solutions, relate students’
learning to real —life situations and determine suitable assessment criteria for
students’ answers. The problems are presented below in Figure 1:

Problem 1: The following conversation took place between Ahmad and Ali, two 9th
grade students:

Ahmad: Do we say “a x-ray machine “or “an -x ray machine “?

Ali: We can say an orange, an illness, an umbrella, an elephant and an automobile. So,
in my opinion, we can’t say an x-ray machine.

-Why, do you think, Ahmad asked this question? -What is Ali thinking about? -What
can be done to overcome the students’ misconceptions about using “a” and “an”?

Problem 2: The following conversation, figure (2), took place between Muna and her
teacher:

Teacher: Where are you going, Muna?

Muna: [ am going to the library.

Teacher: Why?

Muna: I must return the books I borrowed last week.

Teacher: Why did you use the word “must “?

Muna: Because it expresses a strong obligation.

-What prerequisite knowledge might Muna not have? -What kind of questions can be
asked to Muna to understand her misconception? -What kind of real world
examples can be given to help her?

Problem 3: The teacher asked Ahlam to use the word “information “in a complete
sentence.

Ahlam’s answer: The information about the question types are useful.

-Discuss Ahlam’s way of thinking. -Ahlam made a mistake that is perhaps related to
one of two grammatical misconceptions. What are they? -What is the relationship
between one of these grammatical misconceptions and Ahlam’s first language? -
What solutions can you offer to overcome such problems?
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and interview guides. The results revealed that teachers are weak regarding
pedagogical knowledge and knowledge of learners' abilities and that their
teaching approaches still needed to be developed. In addition, learners'
knowledge tended to be poor since teachers lack attention and interactions to
solve students' problems and misconceptions in understanding the subject. All
teachers had limited knowledge of how to identify learners' conceptions even
though they had had many years of teaching experience. Thus, the study
concluded, English teachers still needed to improve their PCK.

Kultsum (2017) investigated the concept of PCK in Indonesian school
context, with focus on the English teaching strategy in Indonesia. His review
revealed that English language teachers’ PCK was not adequate enough and
needed to be improved especially in pedagogical teaching and learners'
knowledge.

Cesur and Ertas (2018) examined the PCK of 127 prospective English
language teachers in the English Language Teaching Department of
CanakkaleOnsekiz Mart University. The results revealed that the prospective
teachers believe they did not have the required knowledge of the language they
were teaching. In addition, their lesson planning knowledge, knowledge of
learners, and knowledge about assessment were not adequate enough because
what they believed they could do and what they actually did were different. In
general, their PCK needed to be improved.

Lenard and Lenard (2019) conducted a study to examine English for
Specific Purposes (ESP) teachers’ PCK. The sample consisted of 47 ESP
teachers working at 7 Croatian universities who voluntarily participated in an
anonymous survey.The results revealed that teachers had sound PCK and that
although they felt less confident about their content knowledge, they prepared
thoroughly for their lessons and presented content in an appropriate way,
employing suitable instructional techniques based on learners’ abilities and
educational context.

In sum, a vast body of literature has dealt with teachers’ PCK in the field of
sciences. Yet, studies of PCK in the field of language teaching are still rare
(Atay et al, 2010), especially those that measure the PCK level of in-service
English language teachers for the purpose of finding out if they are competent
enough or not. Hence, there is a need to carry out a study on EFL teachers' PCK
in Jordan.

Participants of the Study

The participants were nine English language teachers who were selected
from among English teachers in Irbid Governorate in Jordan after showing
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Literature Review

The focus of most previous research papers conducted to discuss teachers’
PCK was on the fields of mathematics, chemistry and physics. Unfortunately,
studies that focus on the field of English language teaching are rare, although
Shulman (1986) indicated that PCK is applicable to different fields. Evens et al
(2016) asserted that research on PCK 1is very scarce in their study about PCK in
the context of foreign and second language teaching. However, Olfos et al
(2014) and Morrison and Luttenegger (2015) maintained that it is difficult to
measure teachers’ PCK in any field. Baxter and Lederman (1999) asserted that
determining the PCK of teachers is not easy since they do not have the required
experience or the appropriate means to express the ideas or the decisions beyond
their teaching practices that form their PCK.

In fact, some studies in the related literature focused on how training
programs can affect teachers’ PCK positively as Grossman (1989) pointed out.
She compared the teaching practices of six new teachers (only three of them
participated in training programs). The results revealed that trained teachers
were better at using and adapting their teaching practices according to their
students’ needs. It was also found that trained teachers were better in enhancing
their students’ motivation towards learning English.

Other studies focused on the impact of teachers’ PCK on students’
achievement and motivation. For example, Keller et al (2016) studied the impact
of physics teachers’” PCK and motivation on students’ achievement. The results
revealed that German and Swiss teachers' PCK affected students’ achievement
positively and teacher motivation affected students’ interests positively too.

More to the point,Turnuklu and Yesildere (2007) conducted a study, whose
sample consisted of 45 teachers and whose instrument included four open ended
problems, to find out the pre-service primary mathematics teachers' PCK
competency. They concluded that having mathematical knowledge was
important but not enough to teach mathematics. They recommended that primary
mathematics teachers should be familiar with all PCK aspects. Similarly, Batur
and Balcis’ (2013), whose study sample consisted of five pre-service teachers
and in which they used a semi-structured interview to collect the needed data,
concluded that Turkish teachers’ curriculum knowledge and content knowledge
were not appropriate and teachers still affected by the traditional method of
teaching did not do well.

Ibrahim (2016) carried out a study in Banda Aceh /Indonesia to find out

how well four English teachers displayed PCK in teaching English and how they
developed their teaching knowledge. The instruments were observation sheets
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Problem of the Study

In fact, EFL students suffer from clear weakness despite governments' and
policy makers' keenness on a good teaching of English. A previous study by one
of the researchers of this study (Hijazi, 2012) revealed that one of the major
difficulties students face in English learning is that related to their teachers' lack
of qualification. In fact, this is in line with a study by Kind (2009) who asserted
that one of the students' main complaints is about their teachers' lack of
efficiency in the classroom. To be honest, this is contrary to expectations from
teachers who are supposed to master the subject matter and to be armed with the
needed methods and strategies to teach it. Teachers should be able to convey
their message in an appropriate way, despite the fact that their profession is
becoming more difficult with recent technological developments that require
radical and essential changes in teachers’ roles and tasks to be more facilitators
and monitors than carriers of information. They need to have profound
knowledge of the subject matter and a rich one of how to teach it. However,
some teachers may lack the appropriate PCK or not know how to make the
subject understandable to their students. As a result, the researchers have
decided to investigate the PCK of some English language teachers in Jordan, in
an attempt to uncover some reasons behind students’ weakness in English.

Question of the Study
The study tries to answer the following question:

What is the level of the pedagogical content knowledge of in-service
English language teachers in an EFL context?

Significance of the Study

The significance stems from the fact that very few studies were conducted
to investigate the problem of this study especially in the Jordanian context; thus,
the findings can be used as a reference by other scholars for further research
with other variables and different instruments. Moreover, the study may enrich
the field of teaching EFL since most researchers (e.g. Ball et al, 2008 and
Depaepe et al, 2013) in the related literature focused only on the PCK of
teachers in the field of science and mathematics. Besides, it may shed light on
the level of the PCK of EFL teachers to uncover some of the reasons behind the
difficulties that students encounter while learning English. Finally, it may
encourage policy makers to conduct training programs and workshops for
teachers focusing on the PCK principles and on how to transfer the appropriate
knowledge to students.
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(Cochran, 1997). As a result, PCK has become a necessity in teachers’
professional development and it should be included in teacher education
programs because high levels of teachers’ PCK leads to high levels in students’
achievement (Abell, 2007).

Some PCK components have been mapped out by researchers. Grossman
(1990) asserted that PCK has four components: knowledge of teaching purposes,
learners, curriculum and instructional strategies. Setiadi and Musthafa (2013:73)
indicated that English teachers’ PCK includes knowledge of content, students’
conceptions and misconceptions, general pedagogy, curriculum, educational
contexts, educational goals, assessment and evaluation, and application of
assessment and evaluation results for instructional purposes. Besides, Park and
Chen (2012) indicated that the components of PCK in their study, although
designed for science and chemistry, include orientations for teaching other
disciplines, shaped into four categories: knowledge of curricula, knowledge of
assessment of scientific literacy, knowledge of student's understanding, and
knowledge of instructional strategies. Each of these four categories is explained
in detail by the researchers.

In fact, PCK is one of seven categories of teachers’ knowledge, besides
content knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge, curriculum knowledge,
knowledge of learners and their characteristics, knowledge of educational
contexts and knowledge of educational ends, purposes and values
(Shulman,1987:8). Clearly, some researchers such as Marks (1990) and Turner-
Bisset (1999) indicate that the borders of PCK are not fixed or well-defined,
because other or different knowledge components were added to the concept of
PCK in the related literature.

Veritably, PCK is hard to measure due to factors such as that related to
teachers' perceptions of PCK and acquired experience. Other variables are class
management, or how teachers deal with different situations. The second factor
that affects measuring is students, whose different backgrounds affect the
measuring process. The last factor is that it is hard to design a case study, a
questionnaire or a pilot study that can accurately measure the PCK of teachers,
and if there is one, it is hard to be measured on a large scale (Rowan et al, 2001).

In this paper, the researchers aim at investigating the PCK of a group of
Jordanian English language in-service teachers to find out if some of the
problems that students face while learning English as a foreign language are due
to their teachers’ approach.
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Plainly, well-qualified teachers need to have good knowledge of the subject
they teach, know how to introduce, explain and illustrate this subject, and know
the way students think in order to enhance their understanding. Actually, this
combination of content and teaching skills is called Pedagogical Content
Knowledge (PCK), a scheme founded by Lee Shulman (1986) who argues that
content knowledge is what the teachers should teach. However, pedagogical
knowledge means how to teach and how to justify knowledge to students relying
on both educational coursework and gained personal experience (Rovegno,
1992). Shulman (1987:8) defined PCK as "that special amalgam of content and
pedagogy that is uniquely the province of teachers, their own special form of
professional understanding”. This corresponds to what Van Driel et al
(1998:674) call Craft Knowledge (CK), an “integrated knowledge which
represents the teachers’ accumulated wisdom with respect to their teaching
practice."

According to Shulman (1986:9-10), PCK includes the frequently taught
topics, the helpful forms of representing these ideas and "the most powerful
analogies, illustrations, examples, explanations, and demonstrations." In
addition, it encompasses a perception of the ways of making the learning of
certain topics easy or difficult: "the conceptions and preconceptions that students
of different ages and backgrounds bring with them to learning."

PCK is a practical knowledge that demonstrates what teachers use during
the teaching process (Kind, 2009). Richards (2011:6) indicated that PCK “could
include course work in areas such as curriculum planning, assessment, reflective
teaching, classroom management, teaching children, teaching the four skills, and
so on.” It provides teachers with knowledge that enables them to be experts in
their areas of study. Even more interesting is the fact that PCK deals with
teachers’ knowledge of how to introduce the subject to their students. It also lays
emphasis on the teachers' knowledge of students' expected difficulties and
challenges during the process of learning, their awareness of the strategies to be
followed considering students’ backgrounds, needs and characteristics, and their
experience of evaluating students’ learning (Shulman, 1987). Indeed, teachers in
general do not have the same PCK because such knowledge is influenced by
various factors such as the teaching context, content and experience. (Loughran
et al, 2006).

Shulman has had a great impact on researchers such as Jones and Moreland
(2005); Park and Oliver (2008); Finger et al (2010); Setiadi and Musthafa
(2013); and Olfos et al (2014). Most of them agree that PCK is the best way that
should be adopted by teachers to facilitate transferring knowledge to their
students. It influences the process of planning in the classroom and determines
the way of making use of every minute according to students’ needs and abilities
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to find out the level of pedagogical content knowledge of in-
service English language teachers in a foreign language context. The data were collected
from 9 in-service English language teachers’ responses on five open-ended grammar,
pronunciation and writing problems. The results show that Jordanian English language
teachers don’t know enough about what they teach. Furthermore, they show that the
integration between what teachers know about what they teach and about the process of
teaching and how to teach (PCK) isn’t adequate enough (with a medium level).

Keywords: Content knowledge; Pedagogical Knowledge; Pedagogical Content

Knowledge; Foreign Language.

Introduction

Teachers have an essential role in the educational process; their abilities can
be reflected on their students' achievement and success (Darling-Hammond,
2000). They should possess satisfactory skills and take into account that English
teaching is a highly demanded profession due to the importance of this language
in scientific research, higher education and the labor market (Khader and Shaat,
2010; Khan et al, 2011). Frankly put, they do not need only to hold an
educational degree, but also to have a wide variety of teaching competencies.
They have to develop their knowledge base (Guerriero, 2013) to deal
professionally with students’ different needs and learning styles.

However, teachers are not the only source of knowledge anymore. As they
perceive themselves as guides and facilitators, teachers now play the role of an
inspirer, who is supposed to motivate learners by creating a suitable learning
environment (Giri, 2011). The need for the "communicative approach" is great
in Jordan, as it is in other countries, to prepare students for life-long learning in
an ever-changing world (Zuljan and Vogrinc, 2010).

© Copyright 2019 by The Society of Arab Universities Faculties of Arts, All rights reserved
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Note

1. The data in parentheses refer to the name of the corpus, the channel, the name of the
program, the date and the time of the program.

2. Adams (2005) points out that some studies conclude that it is contraction rather than
tense that affects the choice of singular agreement. That is why Adams excluded
there's from her analysis of existential variation in Quebec English. More details on
this point are provided in the results and discussion section.

3. There is nothing special about the data of the year 2011 in COCA. Yet, the researchers
choose this year as they intend to conduct a study on the same topic in 2020 and
compare and contrast the results with the ones of the present study. With the very
rapid revolution of technology and media, the reserarchers believe that ten years
would be a reasonable period of time to compare and contrast results to check the
nature as well as the directionality of language variation and change.
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contemporary spoken American-English. Processing, default, and lexicalization
hypotheses (Walker, 2007, p.162) are supported by the absence of plural-s,
intervening material, and the high frequency of occurrence of there's
respectively.

In the case of excluding there's from the data, the contributions of the
linguistic factors favoring singular agreement differ completely (except in
adjacency) from the results obtained whenthere’s is included. In spite of its high
occurrence in the data of corpora, we believe that no thorough study can be
conducted in the case of excluding there's from the data. It can be excluded in
one part of any study, but not at all, to compare the effects of its presence and
absence.Its exclusion causes more inconsistency and unreliable results than its
inclusion does.

It is very clear that usage does not match prescription. However, it might be
argued that there is a tendency, whether intentional or not, to use forms of verbs
that agree with their subjects. In the case of this study, this tendency might be
seen as a result of the nature of the collected data. Our data were collected from
media programs. This means that meetings and interviews were intended to be
for the public. That is why interlocutors tend to watch their spoken language
more because they were talking in a way or another to the public. Consequently,
tokens that reflect correct standard agreement between subjects and verbs in
existential constructionsare greater than non-standard agreement tokens.

Based on these results, it is recommended to study variation in existential
constructions in semi-formal and formal speech styles in more varieties of
English to be able to compare the results with the ones reported in the previous
studies that focus on spontaneous speech. In addition, as COCA includes data
from 1990 until 2017, it is recommended to investigate variation in existential
constructions in COCA through comparing and contrasting the results regarding
this variation in the years 1990 and 2000, which in turn can be compared and
contrasted with the ones reported in this study. These are suggested topics that
the researchers leave for further future research.
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Table 8: Contribution of linguistic factor groups to the selection of singular
agreement variant after excluding there's

Factor % No./tokens Total N.

Tense

Present 5 9 197

Past 8 4 48

Contraction

Contracted 0 0 0

Full 5 13 245

Kind of plural

Ending with pl. —s 5 13 245

Not ending with pl. —s 0 0 0

Adjacency of subject NP

Adjacent 3 2 70

Non-adjacent 6 11 175
13 245

The only factor that confirms the results in Table (2) is adjacency. Table (8)
shows that non-adjacent subjects favor singular agreement (6%) compared to
adjacent subjects (3%). This might be for the reason we mentioned in the
adjacency section. There's appears to be unaffected by adjacency at all.
Whenever there'sis used, then the singular agreement is automatically included
in its structure. In other words, whenever the copula is contracted in there
constructions, the singular is used regardless of adjacent or non-adjacent
subjects.

Though the results obtained without there's differ entirely (except
adjacency) from the results of the present study and the mainstream of previous
studies, they are not reliable enough to make generalizations. Their rates and
percentages are low (8% and 5%), reflected in very few tokens in the data.

Notwithstanding the low rates of the results in Table (8), one important
conclusion that can be drawn is the fact that variation in existential constructions
is mainly associated with there's. Any exclusion for this item in particular will
result in a kind of inconsistency in the results (unlike what Walker 2007
mentioned).It is true that its high occurrence might affect the consistency of the
results, but its exclusion appears to result in more inconsistency than its
inclusion does.

5. Conclusion

The results of the study confirm the findings of previous studies and
hypotheses. Present tense, contraction, absence of plural-s, and presence of
intervening material favor singular agreement in existential constructions in
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Table 6: Distribution of singular agreement in non-adjacent subjects with and
without there's

% N/Total

Non-adjacent subjects with there's 90.5 105/116
Non-adjacent subjects without there's 9.5 11/116

Apparently, this supports the claim that the presence or absence of
intervening material does not affect the choice of singular verbs in the presence
of there's. Intervening material appears to affect the choice in other
environments (i.e. in the absence of there's).That is, adjacency can be a factor
but beyond contraction.To make sure that this claim is valid, we have an analysis
of the data after excludingthere's.

4.5 Results after excluding there's

The results in Table 7below show that standardplural agreement is almost
categorical in the absence of there's (95.5 %). In the presence of there's, it is also
standard plural agreement that has the highest percentage (62%), as Table 1
above depicts. Yet, it is not as high as the percentage before. This indicates that
the absence of there'sincreases the possibility of using the standard plural
variants.

Table 7: Overall distribution of standard and non-standard agreement variants in
the corpus (COCA) after excludingthere's
Variants % No.
Singular (is, was) 5 13
Plural (are, were) 95 232

N 100 245

It is also worth investigating the roles of the linguistic factors after
excluding there's. The results in Table (8) show different results from the ones
including there’s in this study. Unlike most of the results in Table (2) above, past
tense, full forms of the copula, and presence of plural-s favor singular
agreement(8%), (5%), and (5%) respectively. These are exactly the opposite of
the results in Table (2). Walker (2007) finds that past tense favors singular
agreement (.60%) when he excludesthere's.
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4.4 Adjacency (intervening material)

Similar to other studies (Walker, 2007; Adams, 2005; Tagliamonte, 1998;
Britain and Sudbury, 2002), the results of the present study show an effect for
intervening material on agreement in existential constructions. The presence of
intervening material is found to favor singular agreement (41%). This seems
justifiable in that speakers might lose attention to the agreement after having
added some words between the subject and its verb. They do not have the chance
or sometimes the desire to pause and go back to their words to identify the
agreement. As a result, they use the singular from at the very beginning without
paying much attention to the agreement.

Regarding the effect of the length of the intervening material on agreement,
Tagliamonte (1998) believes that the presence of any intervening material
increases the possibility of singular agreement. Britain and Sudbury (as cited in
Adams, 2005, p.30) argue that "three or more intervening items led to
categorical concord in New Zealand."

Something should be added to what Tagliamonte (1998) and Britain and
Sudbury (2002) mention about intervening material. It is clear in the studies
mentioned above that the presence of intervening material increases the
possibility of using singular variants. Yet, the question here is what about
adjacent plural subjects with singular agreement variants. In our data, the
percentage of adjacent plural subjects with singular variant is 29% (27 tokens
out of 94 as shown in Table 2). There is no intervening material here, but the
singular is used. So, there must be something else conditioning the occurrence of
singular rather than the intervening material. We investigate the data again to
find a reason for that. Wefind that out of 27 tokens, there are 25 ones with
there's (92.5 %).In addition to what has been mentioned before about the effect
of contraction on using singular variants, it seems that there's is not affected by
adjacency. In other words, adjacency (intervening material) affects other variants
but not there's. This can be seen in Table 5.

Table 5: Distribution of singular agreement in adjacent subjects with and
without there's

% N/Total
Adjacent subjects with there's 92.5 25127
Adjacent subjects without there's 7.5 2/25

To provide reliable results, we also investigate the occurrences of there's in
non-adjacent subjects. Weget the same results. Even in non-adjacent subjects the
presence of there's is dominant (90.5%), as can be seen in Table 6 below.
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grammatical errors. The same thing applies to the speakers in these programs;
they are after appearing as logical and convincing as possible in front of their
audience. That is why they may not lend much attention to the grammaticality of
their sentences.

It is true that grammaticality is important, but we think that native speakers
tend to speak in a way that they feel comfortable. This way reflects speaking in
the way they like, and using everyday speech is the speech style that is suitable
for this purpose (the language that is free from prescription); it enables speakers
to focus on one direction (ideas and logical flow of these ideas). Trying to watch
the grammar of words distracts the speaker's attention to ideas that might not
appear to be strong and convincing enough to the listeners. We know that this
may not be the case all the time, but it might be one of the interpretations for this
lack of agreement in existential constructions.

4.3 Kind of plural

As shown in Table 2, our results perfectly confirm the previous results
(Meechan and Foley, 1994; Britain and Sudbury, 2002; Adams, 2005 when he
excluded there's). The absence of plural-s at the end of the subject noun phrase
favors singular agreement (79%), whereas nouns with plural-s disfavor singular
agreement. In the above studies, plural-s makes it salient that the noun is plural,
and speakers have in mind this association between the plural-s and plural
nouns. That is why they favor the plural agreement.

Adams (2005, p.32-33) notes that there is no difference between lexical
plurals and grammatical plurals in favoring the singular agreement. Yet, after
excluding the lexical item people from her data, she finds a difference in favor of
singular agreement for lexical plurals. She finds that the presence of the lexical
item people in particular decreases the possibility of singular agreement.

In our data, checking the occurrence of this exact lexical item, people,
wefind that this item in particular occurs 15 times out of 28 (54%). In all
occurrences, it isused with singular verbs. It is the only lexical plural item that
categorically favors singular agreement. Unlike Adams (2005), wefind that the
presence of this lexical item increases the possibility of singular agreement from
54% to 79%(when excluding people), as can be seen in Table 4 below.

Table 4: Distribution of singular agreement in lexical plurals with and without
people

%  N/Total

Lexical plurals with people 79 22/28
Lexical plurals without people 54 7/13
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The results in Table 3 show that there is no single occurrence of contracted
past verb and all contracted forms are present and singular. Also, when they are
in full forms, present and past tenses have very low tokens of singular agreement
(8 for the present and 4 for the past). The agreement becomes categorical
(100%) when the verb is contracted and present. In our data, although the
number of tokens with full forms of the verb is not large, it shows that present,
full forms of the copula favor singular agreement more than past counterparts
do. The percentage is doubled in the direction of singular agreement (from 1.6 %
to 3.2 %).

Walker (2007, p.163) does not use contraction and tense together in his
study. Rather, he excludes contraction and uses tense only. That is because he
believes that contraction might affect the choice of singular variant rather than
the tense of the verb in the copula. Also, he concludes that "the inclusions of
there's in previous studies of singular agreement may be responsible for
inconsistencies in the ranking of constraints, especially those of tense and type
of determiner (163)."For that reason, he excludesthere's from his first analysis.
He comes up with opposite results where he finds that past tense contexts (60 %)
favor singular agreement than present-tense contexts do (18%).

4.2 Contraction

Our results confirm the ones in the previous studies (Meechan and Foley,
1994; Hay and Schreier, 2002; Adams, 2005) in that contracted verbs in the
copula favor singular agreement. It is noticed in this study that this preference is
entirely categorical for the benefit of the singular agreement (100%). The
association between contraction and singular agreement apply in all tokens.
Adams (2005, p.27) justifies for this categorical singular agreement (97% in her
data) in that "contraction draws attention away from the copula, and
ungrammatical agreement is much less noticeable."

It can be drawn from the above results that native speakers of English
apparently use singular verb that is contracted with there regardless of the
subject. It might be the case that they use a singular verb before thinking of the
possible subject that is forthcoming after the verb. Jespersen (as cited in Adams
2005, p.1) believes that singular agreement has grown to be "a fixed formula to
indicate the existence of something; it is often pronounced before the speaker
has considered whether it is singular or plural word that is to follow." Another
interpretation for this might be that speakers being interviewed in public
programs on TV (as the case in our data) are under psychological pressure. They
tend to focus on the idea that they want to explain or convey rather than the
grammaticality of their sentences. In most cases of these programs, listeners are
not language mavens; they need to follow the ideas rather than observing
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Table 2: Contribution of linguistic factor groups to the selection of singular
agreement variant in existential constructions in American-English

Total N. No./tokens %  Factor

Tense

Present 43 139 327

Past 8 4 48

Contraction

Contracted 100 130 130

Full 5 13 245

Kind of plural

Ending with pl. —s 35 121 347

Not ending with pl. —s 79 22 28

Adjacency of subject NP

Adjacent 29 27 94

Non-adjacent 41 116 281
143 375

4.1 Tense

The results in Table 2 show that present-tense contextsfavor singular
agreementmore than past-tense contexts do.These results confirm the ones
reported in the previous studies regarding tense(Adams, 2005; Feagin, 1979;
Britain and Sudbury, 2002; Meechan and Foley, 1994; Eisikovits, 1991).
However, Walker (2007) and Adams (2005) believe that contraction here is the
reason behind the preference of using singular agreement rather than the present
tense itself. Adams (2005, p.28) states that "some studies have drawn the
conclusion that it is contraction, rather than tense that seems to be affecting the
rate of singular concord." That is why she did another run of analysis using tense
and contraction as one factor group. She finds that full forms of the copula show
low occurrences of singular agreement in both the present and the past. When
the verb is contracted, singular agreement becomes categorical with present
tense only (97%). These results justify what Adamsdid in combining tense and
contraction as one factor group. We follow Adams in her approach of using
contraction and tense as one factor group. The results are very similar, as shown
in Table 3 below.

Table 3: Distribution of singular agreement by tense and contraction
Present % Past %

Contracted 130/130 100  0/130 0
Not contracted 8/245 32 4/245 1.6
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After having coded the whole tokens according to the aforementioned
linguistic factors, the researchers resorted to a computer program, namely
Goldvarb X, which is capable of providing a statistical analysis of the
distribution of the variants of the targeted variable (i.e., singular and plural
agreements in this study). This program also presents the contribution and the
statistical significance of the factor groups (independent variables) in
constraining the choice of variants. These results are presented in the ensuing
section.

4. Results and discussion

The results in Table 1 below show the overall distribution of the standard
and non-standard agreement variants in COCA. It can be noticed that the number
of plural verbs is more than that of singular verbs.

Variants % No.
Singular (is, ‘s, was) 38 143
Plural (are, ‘re, were) 62 232

N 100 375

This is a surprising result if we compare it with the previous studies based
on everyday communications. Yet, if it is compared with the studies that used
formal speech data such as De Wolf (1992), then we can understand that our
result is justified as it is based on semi-formal speech data. This is in line with
Smallwood (1979), who finds that the percentage of non-standard agreement is
higher in informal speech data than that in formal and semi-formal speech data.
While the percentage of non-standard agreement is 94% in Ottawa English
(Meechan & Foley, 1994), it is 26% in De Wolf’s (1992) controlled frame tests
and 41.8% in Smallwood’s (1979) semi-formal task survey. Therefore, our result
supports Smallwood’s claim about the effect of style on standard and non-
standard agreement in existential constructions in English. COCA includes
different genres and styles. The spoken data can be safely classified as semi-
formal simply because they are different from the speech data collected through
sociolinguistic interviews. While in both cases, speech data were recorded, the
ones in COCA were obtained from public TV shows and channels, unlike the
interviews that were just between the interviewer (mainly the researcher(s) and
the interviewee.

Now, we turn to the contribution of the linguistic factors in constraining
variant choice of standard and non-standard agreement in existential
constructions.
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3.4.2 Contraction

Contraction (contracted forms and full forms as a factor group) is said to
affect the choice of the variant. Many studies show that contracted forms favor
singular agreement compared to full forms (Hanney, 1985; Smallwood,1979):

7) There's many sources that you cite. (COCA, Tail to the Nation, 110113, 2:00
PM)

8) There's lots of things...(COCA, Fox, 110114, 10:00 PM)

Walker (2007, p.6) states that "tense and contraction cannot be extricated as
contraction can only occur with present-tense forms of be." This is true, but we
included contraction as a factor of the frequency of contracted forms with
present-tense and their effects on choosing singular agreement.

3.4.3 Kind of plural

The presence or absence of the plural —s is said to affect variability in
existential constructions. Meechan and Foley (1994) suggest that the presence of
plural-s on the subject of existential constructions might favor plural agreement
as in the following example:

9) If thereare laws of Hollywood physics, this film surely violates a
bunch.(COCA, CBC_Evening News, 110127, 6:30 PM)

Hanney (1985) adds that the absence of plural-s extension beyond the NP
favors singular agreement, as in (10) below.

10) There'speople with fire hoses. (COCA, ABC 20/20, 110325, 10:00 PM)
3.4.4 Adjacency

In existential constructions, the noun phrase subject can occur immediately
after the verb with no intervening material between them, or it can be separated
by an intervening material. We considered anything that comes between the
subject noun phrase and the verb as an intervening material. These include
articles, adjectives, nouns, numbers and the negative morpheme no. Many
studies show that non-adjacent subjects (as in 11-13 below) favor singular
agreement (Tagliamonte, 1998; Britain and Sudbury, 2002).

11) There was somany questions still unanswered. (COCA, NBC_ Dateline,
110121, 9:00 PM)

12) 1 mean, there's even photos that probably can't be seen on air. (COCA,
CNN _ Evening News, 110115)

13) There'slargeparts of your story... (COCA, NBC_ Dateline, 110121, 9:00
PM)
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(b)Therewill 100 times more.(COCA,CNN_Arena, 110315, 8:00 PM)

(c) Therehave been cars turned over and washed on to the highways.(COCA,
PBS News Hour, 110314, 6:00 PM)

Meechan and Foley (1994) mention that contracted are might be confused
with zero copulas. Walker (2007) excluded this sub-variable because of its rarity
of occurrence. In our study, no single token of the contracted are was noticed
and then it is automatically excluded.The number of tokens after the exclusions
was three hundred and seventy five.

3.3 Procedure

The procedure followed to extract data from the corpus was by word search.
Typing the word there in the word(s) space, choosing nounpl. in the pos (part of
speech), and highlighting SPOK and 201 Ifrom the drop list enabled us to get the
eligible tokens.

Having tried different ways to extract the data, we found that the above
mentioned procedurewas the most adequate one. However, one problem arose.
Even with the clear and precise instructions given in the procedure of extracting
the tokens (there, plural noun, SPOK, and 2011), we always got all tokens for
2011 including academics, magazines, fiction, and newspapers. We did try it
many times, but we got the same thing. Weadopted this search because it was
thebest among the tens of trials with different instructions. Wefiltered
out(14618) tokens including all tokens in 2011. Then we extracted spoken ones
alone by going over the whole tokens (14618). It was easy because the tokens
were classified by genre. All we had to do was to take the spoken tokens out of
the data and choose the eligibleones for the study. The number of the spoken
tokens in 2011 was 5317. Weexaminedthose tokens and excluded the ones with
singular copulaverbs and singular subjects. Also, we excluded tokens where
there was not used in existential constructions and where it was followed by
modals and/or verb to have (as mentioned above in the variable context). A
totalof375 tokens wereretained for further analysis. These tokens were coded
according to some linguistic factors.

3.4 Linguistic factors conditioning variation

Each token was considered to see whether it is followed by a singular or a
plural agreement. Then we coded them based on a number of linguistic factors.

3.4.1 Tense

There are two factors here (present and past). Following many studies(e.g.,
Feagin, 1979; Britain and Sudbury, 2002), it is hypothesized that present-tense
contexts favor singular agreement than past- tense counterparts.
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agreeing form there are + NPpl in how it influences social perceptions." This
means that, excluding the prescriptive norms, there's is not stigmatized in
spontaneous speech (as well as more careful speech) at both production and
perception levels.

In a nutshell, it is very clear that the use of singular variants in existential
constructions with plural subjects is only condemned by prescriptivists. Yet,
research has shown that usage does not match prescription where speakers
frequently use singular verbs with plural subjects in there constructions in
existential constructions(Walker,2007; Britain and Sudbury, 2002; Feagin, 1979;
Hanney, 1985; Smallwood, 1979; Tagliamonte, 1998, Mecchan and Foley,
1994).

3. Methodology
3.1 Source of data

The data were taken from the Corpus of Contemporary American-English
(COCA). This corpus contains more than 560 million words (Davies, 2008) that
are equally divided among spoken, fiction, newspapers, magazines, and
academic. For the sake of this study, only spoken tokens were considered. The
corpus includes 20 million words each year from 1990-2017. It is updated once
or twice every year.

This corpus is suitable for looking at current, ongoing changes in the
language. Search can be for words, phrases, wildcards, lemmas, parts of speech,
or any combinations of these. Search can be limited by genre or overtime.

3.2 Variable Context

The context of this variable includes existential constructions with there
plus one of these forms of verb be (is,'s, was, are,'re, were) followed by a plural
noun phrase as its subject.

Every such construction was identified. Because the number of tokens was
more than seventy thousand tokens in the whole corpus, we included only tokens
in 2011°. Still, the number was around five thousand tokens. We included only
spoken ones in 2011, and this limits the number to 452. Among these, tokens
where there is not used in existential constructions and/or is not followed by a
verb are excluded as in 6(a). Also, we excluded all tokens in which there is
followed by a modal, have, orhas as in 6 (b and ¢).

6)
(a) Those FBI agents sat there for many hours.(COCA, Fresh Air, 110314,
12:00 PM)
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2.1 Prescriptive treatment of existential constructions

In this section, we provide what some prescriptivists (Fries, 1940; Robert,
1962; Shaw, 1979; Marius & Wiener, 1985; Olson, 1997; Lester & Beason,
2005) mention about standard and non-standard agreement in existential
constructions. To start with, Lester &Beason (2005, p.124) describe this
phenomenon as follows: "a surprising number of subject-verb errors involve
sentences that begin with thereis and therewas. Part of the problem is that [...]
the subject actually follows the verb (There is usually some leftovers in the
freezer). The verb is singular but the actual subject is plural, so the verb also
needs to be in the plural forms." Similarly, Shaw (1979, p.73) argues that "There
is not a subject. After there [...] we usually find the verb first and then the
subject.”

According to Marius& Wiener (1985, p.179), "when verbs follow there
atthe beginning of a sentence, make sure that the subject that follows the verb
agrees with it." Within the same lines, Olson (1997, p.121) emphasizes that
"when a sentence asks a question or begins with the word there]...] the subject
follows the verb. Locate the subject of the sentence and make certain the verb
matches it." This is further prescribed by Aaron (1997, p.106), who adds that
"the verb agrees with the subject even when the normal word order is inverted.
Inverted subject-verb order occurs mainly in [...] constructions beginning with
there and a form of be."

For his part, Huddleston (1984) distinguishes between amount and
proportion in the case of mass noun phrases. He argues that in sentences like (4-
5) below, the former is perfectly acceptable while the latter is not.

4) There was some sugar on the floor.
5) *There was most of the sugar on the floor.

These prescriptive views are summarized in a similar view by Fowler (1996,
p.778), who states that

Before launching into a sentence beginning with there plus a part of the
verb to be, one must decide whether the following subject is actually or
notionally singular or plural. [Fowler indicates that] there is a strong, not always
resisted, temptation, found prominently but not only in uneducated speech, to
introduce a plural subject with the reduced form there’s.

Fowler's viewpoint regarding the strong temptation to use there's regardless
of the number of the following subject by educated and, to a higher degree,
uneducated speakers of English is supported by Hilton (2016). Hilton (2016,
p.60)finds that the cliticized form there's, but not there is, is very frequent, not
stigmatized even in Standard English and "almost identical to the standard
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This paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 reviews the pertinent literature on
subject-verb agreement in existential constructions from a prescriptive, as well
as, a variationist perspective. Section 3 introduces the methodology used to
collect and analyze the data. Section 4 presents the results and discusses them in
light of the wider existing literature. Section 5 concludes the paper and
recommends for further future research.

2. Literaturereview

Variability in existential constructions in English varieties has been
intensively studied: Toronto (Smallwood,1979), Quebec City (Adams, 2005;
Walker, 2007), Ottawa (Meechan and Foley, 1994; Woods,1979), Halifax
(Meechan and Foley, 1994), Australia (Eisikovits, 1991), Falkland Islands
(Britain and Sudbury, 2002), New Zealand (Britain and Sudbury, 2002; Hay and
Schreier, 2004), the United Kingdom (Britain, 2002; Crawford, 2005;
Tagliamonte, 1998), the United States of America (Feagin, 1979; Christian,
Wolfram and Dube, 1988; Hazen, 2000; Crawford, 2005;Krejci& Hilton,
2017).These studies investigated in details this widespread variable in almost all
possible internal and external factors conditioning its occurrence. The
researchers noted a strong correlation between the frequencies of singular and
plural subjects in existential constructions and linguistic factors such as tense of
the verb, contraction of the copula and intervening material, as well as social
factors such as age, sex, education and style. The presentstudy is only limited to
linguistic factors as the corpus we use, (COCA), does not provide a social
stratification of the participants according to their age, gender, education and
social class. Therefore, our study sheds lights on the effects of some linguistic
factors on choosing singular or plural variants in existential constructions.

The above-mentioned studies come up with similar results regarding this
variable. The following linguistic factors are reported to favor singular
agreement: present-tense contexts (Britain and Sudbury, 2002; Feagin, 1979),
contraction,” presence of intervening material (Tagliamonte, 1998), absence of
plural-s at the end of noun phrase subjects, grammatical subject (Chambers,
2004; Cheshire, 2008) and positive contexts (Levey, 2007). In spite of the fact
that some few studies come up with different results [Hay and Schreier (2004)
found that past-tense contexts favor singular agreement], these studies show that
the occurrence of this variation is in a way or another regular. Before
introducing the methods of data collection and analysis, we turn now to
prescriptivists’ views about agreement in existential constructions. This helps in
identifying whether or not every day communications reflect these prescriptive
views.
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sociolinguistic interviews in investigating all levels of variation in spontaneous
speech style, it is necessary to study variation in different speech styles.
Consequently, using corpora such as COCA gives the chance to study variation
in semi-formal and formal speech styles. By doing so, the results can be
compared and contrasted with the ones obtained from investigating informal
speech styles. This provides a better understanding of the effects of different
speech styles on all kinds of variation, including the one under investigation.
Before introducing the linguistic variable, the researchers provide the research
questions that they seek to answer in this study.

1.1 Research Questions

This study addresses the following questions:

1) What is the distribution of the standard and non-standard variants ofsubject-
verb agreement in existential constructions in contemporary spoken
American-English?

2) How do some linguistic factors affect the variable subject-verb agreement in
contemporary spoken American-English?

1.2 The variable

The variable chosen in this study is subject-verb agreement in plural
existentials. There are two noticeable variants, namely singular ('s, is, and was)
and plural ('re, are, were) as in (3 a-¢) below.

3)
a)l want to hear you. RENEE: But, I mean, I -- there's people that I see on

TV out there that's been in worse condition.(COCA:NBC Dateline,
110315,9:00 PM)

b) I don't see the wisdom of intervention by American military forces but if
there arethings we can do to isolate and sanction the Qaddafi
government to put further. (COCA:CBS _Evening
News,110227,6:00PM)

¢) my brother's partner. Well, what my father didn't know was that there
wascameras there for security, and when the guys that came - my
brother. (COCA: NPR FRESHAIr, 110215, 9:00PM)

d) right after my brother passed. It was very difficult, the times, and there
weremoments that when it would help me get through it.(COCA:CNN
Morgan,110215, 9:00 PM)—

e¢) But apparently there is now mommies that are going on their Facebooks...
KOTB: Gagging everyone. (COCA: NBC Today, 110322, 7:00AM)
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the subject and its verb either agreeor disagree in number as in (1) and (2)
respectively.

1) If thereare laws of Hollywood physics, this film surely violates a bunch.
(COCA, CBC_ Evening News, 110127, 6:30)

2) But apparently there is now mommies that are going on their Facebooks...
KOTB: Gagging everyone. (COCA: NBC_ Today, 110322, 7:00AM)’

Variationin existential constructions can be heard everywhere in spoken
English. It is not restricted to one area or one group of people (Walker, 2007). It
is very frequent in native speakers' speech: at universities, in malls, in markets,
at schools, in formal and informal styles of language, in language of educated
and uneducated, young and old, women and men.Moreover, this variation is
widespread in almost all varieties of English, Old English (Tagliamonte, 1998),
contemporary spoken English and even Standard English (Hilton, 2016).Walker
(2007, p.148) states that "this variability exists in every variety of English [...]
and is one of the few areas of grammar in which standard varieties show variable
agreement."

While morpho-syntactic variation of subject-verb agreement in existential
constructionshas been extensively studied in different varieties of English, we
study this variation in a particular corpus, namely Corpus of Contemporary
American-English (COCA, cf. more details are in the methodology section).
Therefore, the main contribution of the present study lies in its reliance on real
language in use through using COCA, which has never been used to analyze
variation in existential constructions in American-English.

In the previous studies of the variable subject-verb agreement in existential
constructions in English varieties, linguistic and social factors have been
reported as the determining factors in constraining the variant choice (Walker,
2007; Tagliamonte, 2008). While most of the studies use data from everyday
communications, very few other studies use formal (De Wolf, 1992) and semi-
formal (Smallwood,1979) speech data to investigate this variation. The results of
these studies show that non-standard agreement in existential constructions in
English is higher in informal speech than in semi-formal speech, which in turn is
higher than formal speech. This is in line of Smallwood (1979), who argues that
style plays a role in constraining the choice between standard and non-standard
agreement in existential constructions.Therefore, using COCA as the source of
our data enables the researchers to investigate the status of this variation in semi-
formal and formal speech styles as COCA includes public interviews and TV
shows that are different from sociolinguistic interviews (Labov, 1972, 1984) that
are usually obtained on an individual basis through face-to-face interactions
between the interviewer and the interviewee. In spite of the importance of

662



The Arab Journal For Arts Vol. 16 No. 2, 2019, pp. 661-680

Subject-Verb Agreement in Existential Constructions in
Contemporary American English: A Corpus-Based Study

Ekab Y. Al-Shawashreh” and Mohammad A. Al-Omari

Date of Submission: Dec. 26, 2018 Date of Acceptance: July 4, 2019

Abstract

This study investigates the variable subject-verb agreement in existential constructions in
the Corpus of Contemporary American-English (COCA). While variable subject-verb
agreement in existential constructions has been extensively studied in many varieties of
English, we study this variation in a particular corpus to find out the correlation between
the distribution of the standard and non-standard subject-verb agreement variants in
American-English and a number of linguistic factors (tense, contraction, kind of plural
and adjacency of subject and verb). To achieve this goal, a total of 375 tokens of
standard and non-standard agreement in existential constructions are extracted from the
corpus and coded in terms of the aforementioned linguistic factors. The data are then
analyzed using a computer program, namely Goldvarb X, which is capable of providing
the frequencies of the standard and non-standard variants in the extracted tokens. The
results of the study confirm the findings of the previous studies and hypotheses. Present
tense, contraction, absence of plural-s, and presence of intervening material are found to
favor singular agreement in existential constructions in contemporary spoken American-
English. In addition, processing, default, and lexicalization hypotheses (Walker, 2007)
are supported by the absence of plural-s, intervening material, and the high frequency of
occurrence of there'srespectively.

Keywords: Contemporary American English, corpus linguistics, existential

constructions, language variation & change, variationist approach.

1. Introduction

Variable subject-verb agreement in existential constructions in
Englishvarieties has been widely investigated from a variationist sociolinguistic
perspective (Feagin, 1979; Wolfram, 1991; Meechan & Foley, 1994; Walker,
2007; Cheshire & Fox, 2008; Tagliamonte, 1998, 2008; Cruschina, 2015). It has
been reported that subject-verb agreement varies in these constructions in that
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